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People in Corvallis have become just 
too damn nervous about criminals 

to visit many of the city parks. Between 
turds lying about, used needles 
protruding from the turf, people selling 
their rap albums on CD-Rs and those 
who eat GMOs and/or have bank 
account balances under $1,000, it has 
become a slum worse than Detroit’s 
West Chicago and Livernois. Thanks to 
a new police initiative to patrol these 
areas, though, citizens will soon be 
able to rest easy knowing that they 
won’t step in someone’s digested 
dumpster-burger while enjoying the 
riverfront.

Corvallis makes an attempt at 
interesting crime with the recent theft 
of a $1 bill off of someone’s kitchen 
counter (no forced entry was found), 
as well as an assault where some 
woman punched through a pane of 
glass trying to hit someone in the face. 
The glass ended up causing the target 
to require stitches. Aaaaand... that’s 
all there is to that.

Albany’s news was horribly boring 
this week, so they’ll be getting no 
Christmas presents from me this 
year. There was something about 
a restaurant opening, I think. 
Wowaweewaa. Definitely disrespectful 
towards this column.

The Lebanon Express sinks to new 
lows in its most current attempt at 
reminding the general public that 
there is a medical school in town: 
profiling a random student. Next week, 
they’ll do a review of the campus 
vending machines and floor mat 
textures.

The Lebanon Log: On Aug. 6 a 
barbecue and other items were stolen 
from someone’s front porch... that’s 
where I grill, too. Between the hours 
of 8 and 11 a.m. on that same day, 
a gun, a flat bed trailer, a backpack, 
a bike, and a wallet were stolen from 
different locations. And in honor 
of those that throw tantrums every 
week about this alleged “abuse” of 
Lebanon... may you find your car 
blocked by a turkey while a parole 
violator whacks off in your tool shed.

Linn-Benton 
Backwash 

By Johnny Beaver

Albany Takes a Holiday

As homelessness escalates, 
communities increasingly need to 

offer services, but sometimes the agencies 
that offer help can cause problems, too. 
A group calling themselves Citizens 
for Protecting Corvallis maintains that 
Corvallis Housing First (CHF) has done 
exactly that.

The citizens group largely consists of 
residents neighboring the downtown cold 
weather shelter run by CHF. They report 
having now retained an attorney, and 
they are holding a public information 
meeting this Thursday. 

They contend their issues with CHF 
are not the usual not-in-my-backyard 
arguments, that they regularly find 
people using drugs and alcohol in 

their yards, as well as paraphernalia 
and human waste. Now, they are also 
concerned about CHF’s 
plans for a year-round 
shelter with 90 beds that 
accepts sex offenders 
and maintains no 
sobriety requirement.

Prior reporting finds 
that the Corvallis Police 
Department cites an 
escalation of crime and 
service calls surrounding 
clientele at CHF.

CHF executive director Gregg Olson 
responded, “Our clients include the 
severely mentally ill, physically ill, 
veterans, and victims of the continuing 

economic downturn for the middle class 
and poor. Many of these persons self-

medicate with alcohol 
and other substances. 
This addiction makes 
them ineligible for many 
services.” He also said, 
“Corvallis Housing 
First does want to be 
a good neighbor, and 
we look forward to 
working together with 
our neighbors to achieve 

the best quality of life possible for all our 
residents.”

Citizens for Protecting Corvallis will hold 
a meeting at the Corvallis Library on 
Thursday, Aug. 20 at 7 p.m.

Young’s Kitchen has officially closed 
their doors as of Aug. 16 after 

failed lease negotiations with Nex 
Gen Enterprises, the Salem-based 
private estate and personal 
investment firm that owns 
the Monroe Avenue property. 
Kyunam Kim, Young’s 
owner for the last nine years, 
fought to convince Nex Gen’s 
principal, Patrick Collins, 
to allow the popular Korean 
and Japanese restaurant to 
remain in its old location. “We offered 
to pay so much more [in rent] but we 
can’t compete with national chains,” Kim 
lamented. 

There was speculation that a national 
coffee chain would be moving in, but no 

evidence has surfaced to support this. A 
Starbucks spokesperson assured us that 
they are not opening any new stores in 
Corvallis. The most likely new tenant 

is the New Jersey-based 
sandwich restaurant chain 
Jersey Mike’s. According to 
Kim, he was told they would 
be the new tenants at his old 
property. When contacted for 
confirmation, a Jersey Mike’s 
spokesperson had this to say: 
“We have identified a site in 

Corvallis that we’re interested in,” the 
email read. “An executed lease is not yet 
on file so unfortunately, I do not have 
any information I can corroborate.” A 
Craigslist page advertising a job opening 
for a general manager at the incoming 
Jersey Mike’s in Corvallis backs up Kim’s 

assertion as well. 

Kim seemed dejected when asked if 
Young’s Kitchen would be seen around in 
the near future. “Not much is going on,” 
he said, then paused. “We are still looking 
but don’t have any concrete plans. Money 
is just the number one problem.” For Kim 
to continue operating Young’s Kitchen, he 
needs to find a location already prepared 
to home a restaurant. This will allow him 
to cut down the costs of starting up in a 
new building.  

“We were told we could stay here forever, 
but I ended up being too trusting,” he 
said.

It appears that Corvallis is trading its 
kimchee for cheesesteaks for the time 
being.

citizens Group Forms aGainst 
Downtown homeLess sheLter

YounG’s kitchen cLoses aFter Lease Lost

Public Meeting Scheduled for Aug. 20

National Chain Sandwich Shop Latest Rumored Replacement

By Rob Goffins

By Matt Walton
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April 18
to Nov. 25

Taste the farm-direct difference
at authentic farmers’ markets

Wednesdays
& Saturdays
1st & Jackson
9 AM-1 PM 
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Food becomes YOU. 
Be LocallyGrown.
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DAvE To GET KIllEr DEAl on BrEAD 
Dave’s Killer Bread, the bread that 
people like to talk about, eat, purchase, 
and sometimes smear different 
things on. It’s good and also, at times, 
disgusting and a bit too much like 
sponge and bird seed... and you love it, 
because that tastes like health.

Well, Dave is sitting on the edge of a 
$55 million payout (Don’t worry, I won’t 
calculate the number of burritos this 
can buy... it’s 55 million). Regulators 
are currently looking through their 
spyglasses for cracks in the deal, but 
if everything goes Dave’s way he’ll 
have his ties to the company stripped 
while he gallivants around the planet 
buying up bakeries, more bakeries, and 
hookers. And also a coffee can full of 
cocaine. And he’s going to create a giant 
tree fort with real monkeys and a hippo 
and rideable flamingos and a waterslide.

Dammit, nevermind... those are my 
plans.

ComE on SummEr, lIGhT my FIrE (or 
Don’T, you BASTArD) 
Oregon is on fire—or at least the 
Canyon Creek Complex is, with over 
37,000 acres ablaze as of last Sunday. 
So far, 26 homes have been lost, but 
fortunately none of them belonged to 
a celebrity. After taking a look at the 
wildfire map for the whole Northwest, 
I can report that there are some red 
squiggles towards the southwest, some 
along the eastern side of the state, and a 
couple elsewhere. I’m pretty sure those 
represent fires, but it’s also possible 
that I’m just making all of this up (I’m 
actually not, but I thought I’d be fair).

There are also a ton of those squiggles 
like, all over Washington... but we don’t 
care about Washington. If we did, this 
would have to be called As Cascadia 

Turns, and freakin’ Idaho and stuff 
would have to be included and just, hell 
no. Hell no. Why? Currently Idaho has a 
fire that has covered 283,000-something 
acres. That makes Oregon sound wimpy.

At The Corvallis Advocate, we won’t 
stand for weakness.

AnD ThEy’rE oFF... WE ThInK 
You missed it, you fools. Apparently 
so did I—Portland’s 19th annual Adult 
Soapbox Derby. It was on Aug. 15 and 
pulled in an estimated 7,000 to 10,000 
attendees. Over 100 volunteers gathered 
with a bunch of weirdos and watched 
them race downhill in horribly unsafe 
contraptions, some of which were 
dressed up in what I can only describe 
as a mixture of turf and their mother’s 
wardrobe.

Yes, I did say 19th annual. That’s 
19 years of grown-a*s people racing 
garbage down a hill. We still love you, 
Portland.

I AlWAyS PuT you FIrST, CorvAllIS 
This week Oregon Public Broadcasting’s 
Public Insight Network asked three 
questions. I love sending them letters, 
but thought to myself, “Hey, who the 
hell is OPB to get first crack at my 
opinion?” That’s right, folks, this time 
I’m just going to respond directly to you.

Do you feel a personal connection to 
children’s author Beverly Cleary?

Not really. I mean, I know someone 
named Beverly, she’s the director of 
the Jacob’s Gallery in Eugene and 
has impeccable taste in art (she likes 
mine)... and Cleary reminds me of the 
Publishers Clearing House. Oh and 
also there’s Beverly Crusher, the best 
doctor the Enterprise NCC 1710 D could 
have hoped to have on board. And Bear 
McCreary, who created composition 

work 
on the 
Battlestar 
Galactica 
reboot, as well as 
The Walking Dead. 
That guy is pretty cool, even 
though he has the haircut of a 
sixth grader.

What are the best river hangouts in 
Oregon and southwest Washington?

The Willamette in Corvallis, and... 
the Marys... in Corvallis. And to hell 
with Washington! But really, don’t 
go in the water. There are parasites 
everywhere. I also believe that the 
Marys River is infested with lobsters. 
And that you should not try to swim 
in there while wearing a backpack full 
of rocks. Also, don’t put rocks in your 
butt. I know a guy, and he bled for 
three days.

What do you think of OSU’s plans for 
Bend?

I think OSU is definitely just trying 
to add another campus in a spot 
where Oregon’s second-best town of 
breweries can be found (the first being 
Corvallis... I’m totally serious). But 
all in all, because it doesn’t involve 
lowering the insane tuition, I have a 
hard time giving a sh*t.

as the state turns
Yeast Infecting, Damn Idaho, Stuff Goes Downhill, My Open Letter to OPB

By Johnny Beaver

353 SW Madison Ave., Downtown Corvallis
(541) 753-2864
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A LoCAL FAmiLy BuSineSS

The Oregon Nurses Association’s 
hospital staffing bill has been signed 

into law by Governor Kate Brown. 
Senate Bill 469 clarifies that nurse 
staffing committees have the final 
say in staffing plans. Previously, nurse 
staffing committees existed but “in some 
situations staffing plans developed by 
hospitals’ nurse staffing committees were 
not implemented or were changed 
significantly,” said Kevin Mealy, political 
communications liaison for ONA. 
“Clarifying the original intent of the 
staffing law ensures direct-care nurses 
and administrators have an equal say 
in determining how to provide the best 
patient care.”

The bill also increases staffing audits and 
investigations, requiring the Oregon Health 
Authority to conduct audits of each 
hospital once every five years, and follow 
up with any staffing complaints within 
60 days. Previously, at least two Oregon 
hospitals had not been audited in 10 
years. 

The bill establishes reasonable limits on 
mandatory overtime and extends the 
required break time for mandatory work, 
requiring a 10-hour break after working 
12 hours in a 24-hour period, with some 
emergency exceptions, although Mealy 
said, “These provisions apply only to 
mandatory overtime. Voluntary overtime 
is not impacted by the changes made to 
the law.” The new bill specifies that nurses 
cannot be required to work beyond their 
prearranged shift, and the Hospital Nurses 
Staffing Committee must review patterns 
of overtime utilization. 

The bill was opposed by the Oregon 
Association of Hospitals and Health 
Systems, the main conflicts being a 
disagreement over the number of nurses 
hospitals should staff, and whether the 
bill will increase patient safety or simply 
increase cost and bureaucracy. Ostensibly 
now HNSCs will have the authority to 
increase the number of nurses on staff, 
which many believe will increase patient 
safety and reduce the length of hospital 
stays.

Good Samaritan Regional Medical 
Center declined to report if it had enough 
qualified nurses for the Leapfrog Group’s 
annual Hospital Safety Score. Leapfrog 
Group is an oft-watched aggregator 
of hospital performance information. 
When asked for a comment on SB 469, 
Samaritan Vice-President Julie Manning 
said, “Many of the elements called for 
in the legislation were already in place 
at Good Sam, including a nurse staffing 
committee with broad representation. 
We remain committed to working 
collaboratively with our nurses on staffing 
issues as they arise.”

hospitaL 
staFFinG BiLL 
siGneD BY 
Governor

By Kelsi Villareal 

Nurses Gain Rights, 
Audits to Increase
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It’s 5 a.m. on a Thursday. Zuna 
DeLuca, a two-year-old hound dog, 

is lost in deep sleep under the covers of 
her “parents’” king-sized bed. Her legs 
are twitching, as are her eyes behind 
their lids. Zuna is lost in an exciting 
dog dream which doubtless includes a 
bone, half-destroyed tennis ball, or that 
fluffy white cat that tortures her from 
the neighbor’s yard. She will remain 
cozy and asleep until about 7 a.m., 
before sluggishly rising for her morning 
business. Zuna doesn’t know it yet, but 
her breakfast will be served 45 minutes 
early today. When that happens, she 
will quickly figure out that today is 
Thursday. Today is camp day, and 
the bus will be arriving shortly after 
breakfast to take her away for an 
amazing day outside with all her canine 
friends. Meanwhile, in the Oregon 
Coast Range 31 miles west of Corvallis, 
Oletta Lewis is awoken by several dogs’ 
whimpers. It’s time for her to start her 
day. After all, running a dog camp is a 
full-time job.
Oletta and her husband Lane own 
an 80-acre ranch near Eddyville. It’s 
called Adventurous K9, and it’s a bit 
like camp for dogs. Her staff consists 
of her five sons, mother, husband, one 
friend, and four dogs. Together they 
host upwards of 40 dogs every weekday 
without using cages or kennels. The 
clients all carry their own specially 
designed leashes, but they are rarely 
used to restrain the animals. The dogs 
are led on long hikes and allowed to 
play with their friends. They are picked 
up every weekday morning from five 
different cities on the coast or in the 
central valley, and returned home 
every afternoon. 
But it’s not just a furry free-for-all 
at the ranch. Plenty of organization, 
planning, and practice goes into every 
successful day at Adventurous K9. At 
the heart of the process is a complicated 
conditioning technique developed over 
time by Oletta and her staff. She calls it 
“Quantum Pack Dynamics.” Every dog 
is assessed at their home before being 
accepted as a client, and again when 
they arrive at camp for the first time. 

The assessment determines behavior 
traits and likely roles of the new dog in 
a pack. From there, each dog’s training 
is broken into smaller pieces, hence 
the word quantum. The specific lessons 
taught to the new pack member allow 
them to integrate into the group.
Quantum Pack Dynamics took a long 
time to develop and refine, but Oletta 
explained that it’s quick to execute. 
“Some dogs will learn it within the first 
half hour, some it takes longer. It kind 
of depends on the dog. Usually they get 
it the first day. If they don’t get it, that 
just means we have a little more work 
to do.”
The cuddly campers appreciate the 
structure and accept Oletta and her 
staff as pack leaders. “The dogs trust 
in me to let me make all the decisions 
for them. So by the time I get done with 
my program with them they know what 
I want, and when I ask them to do it 
they’re going to do it. And they do it 
happily. They’re all smiles,” she said.
The idea for Quantum Pack Dynamics 
was born back in 2005 when Oletta was 
working as a special education teacher. 
She had dogs then, as now, and 
discovered that many of the techniques 
used in the classroom could work on 
her pack at home. Before long, word 
got out, and friends and family began 
leaving their four-legged kids in her 
capable hands. These “learning clients” 
were critical to refining the technique. 
In 2006, Adventurous K9 became an 
actual business with paying clients. 

In 2007, they added something truly 
unique to the business.
“Old Yeller” is the nickname of the first 
short school bus owned by Adventurous 
K9. It was refitted to accommodate 
dogs instead of children, and used to 
pick up and drop off clients. Imagine 
the surprise of motorists at the sight of 
a yellow bus filled with smiling dogs. 
The clients themselves have always 
loved the bus, and eagerly anticipate 
being picked up. Oletta explained, “I 
warn people that [the dogs] know the 
bus. Once they’ve been, they’ll know. 
And they know their days. If they’re on 
regular days, they know their days.”
Old Yeller is now retired, and serves 
only as an emergency backup to the 
two currently active buses. Their 
routes take them through Corvallis, 
Philomath, Lewisburg, Newport, 
Toledo, and Siletz. A number of clients 
living outside of Adventurous K9’s 
regular service area are still able 
to attend camp. Waldport, Yachats, 
and Reedsport clients meet the bus 
in South Beach. Portland and Salem 
clients meet the bus at a rest stop on 
I-5. Each bus is manned by one driver 
and one rider, who keep the passengers 
on their best behavior. In their current 
configurations, the coast bus holds up 
to 30 dogs while the valley version can 
carry 16. 
How does the staff handle the arrival 
of so many dogs at once? The answer 
is gradually. When the dogs exit the 
bus, they are brought to a holding 
yard, new dogs last. Then Oletta brings 
her dogs out to meet the newcomers. 
They take as long as they need to get 
comfortable. For most dogs, it only 
takes a few minutes before they’re 
ready to go play. There are no problems 
with leash aggression at K9 camp. 
Oletta explained, “They’re introduced 
with no leash and nothing attached, so 
they have to basically learn to deal on 
their own instead of with their human 
partner.”
After a play period, the campers are 
separated into packs for their day’s 
activities. Oletta mostly predetermines 

the groupings on the previous night, 
based on factors like age, experience 
in camp, personality, and preferred 
playmates. Little dogs generally spend 
the day at “Grandma’s play yard.” 
Puppies and seniors are grouped 
together in one big pack for a full 
day of fun and frolicking. The more 
experienced dogs are broken into two 
hiking groups. In addition to the 80-
acre property, Oletta’s staff also has 
access to miles of the surrounding BLM 
land. A two-hour hike group and all-
day hiking group both hit backcountry 
trails for their exercise. Don’t worry 
about anyone getting lost on these 
hikes. The staff guides the packs 
carefully, and equips every dog with a 
GPS collar.
Everyone meets back at the ranch by 
about 3 p.m. and loads up on the buses 
for the trip home. Oletta’s work day 
doesn’t end when the campers go home. 
Adventurous K9 also does overnight 
boarding. With help from her husband, 
she corrals and controls the long-term 
campers. Clients can be booked for 
days, weeks, or even months. 

Dog dinners are served around 5 p.m., 
followed by more playtime. Some nights, 
Oletta doesn’t find a free moment until 
9 p.m., when most of the dogs have 
gone down for the night on their choice 
of a seemingly endless supply of dog 
beds. In addition to checking emails 
and returning calls of potential clients, 
Oletta manages to post about 100 
pictures a night to her Facebook page. 
The parents of her clients eagerly await 
the photographic chronicles of their 
pet’s day at camp. Oletta finally settles 
in to bed around 10 or 11 p.m. to not be 
disturbed until 5 a.m. Unless, that is, 
someone has to go out for potty in the 
middle of the night.
Adventurous K9 runs year round, and 
has broken ground on construction of 
a massive indoor arena which will be 
used heavily in winter months. 
Learn more at www.adventurousk9.
com or look for the short yellow bus 
around town on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. 

summer camp For DoGs, Year-rounD
And Check Out Their Slick Rides

By Dave DeLuca
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It was about 16 months ago that 
we met Clifford. My wife and I were 

considering adopting yet another 
dog to add to 
our pack. We 
ended up at 
Safe Haven 
Humane Society 
in Albany, and 
met Clifford. 
A 10-week-old 
black lab, the 
runt was so tiny 
that you could 
hold him in one 
hand. He had 
a short tail that 
curled like a 
pig’s. Usually, 
puppies sell 
like hotcakes 
despite the 
higher purchase 
price. Clifford, 
however, was born with challenges. 
Blindness from birth was the least of 
his problems. The guy also had one 
undescended testicle, a hernia, and 
a heart murmur. The last condition 
was the most serious. In addition to 
being potentially life-threatening, the 
heart condition would make it unsafe 
for Clifford to ever have surgery to 
resolve any of his other conditions. 
My wife and I fought the urge to 
adopt him ourselves. We knew we 
couldn’t possibly give the puppy 
what he needed, and doubted 
we could emotionally handle what 
would likely be a short life span. But 
as we played with the tiny fuzzball, 
gently keeping him from bumping 
chair legs in the shelter lobby, we 
knew we would have to check back 
day after day until Clifford did find 
a home. Or else, maybe we would 
take him home after all.

Luckily, he went home with Kari and 
Scott Lasswell the very next day. 
He proceeded to outlive all the 
pessimistic projections of vets and 
techs alike, and grew to full size. In 
addition to having his own Facebook 
page, “Clifford’s Calamities,” the tiny 
pup earned a mention in an earlier 
Advocate article last summer.

My wife and I visited the Lasswell 
home recently, and re-met this runt 
turned full-sized dog. Clifford is 18 
months old now, and weighs about 
40 pounds. His curly tail hasn’t grown 
much, and hides itself in a patch 
of hair like a comb over. He still has 

the hernia, and that embarrassing 
issue with his man parts. He still has a 
slight heart murmur, too, although it 

has improved. 
He’s also still 
blind. But then, 
Clifford has 
never known 
how to see. He 
doesn’t have to 
worry too much 
about strange 
obstacles in the 
Lasswell house 
or yard. He gets 
the majority of 
his play and 
exercise from 
his best friend 
and adopted 
sister Harley. She 
is a light brown 
boxer mix about 

the same size and weight as Clifford. 
Despite being more than twice his 
age, Harley is still puppy enough to 
roughhouse all day with her jet black 
buddy. They don’t play hide and 
seek or chase, but do love to wrestle 
and box with their paws.

“It’s the Clifford and Harley show,” 
Scott said of the relationship 
between the two dogs. “They’re 
always together. This backyard is 
their world.”

Clifford doesn’t fetch, and will only 
chew your shoes if he happens to run 
into them. He will occasionally bump 
into bushes in the yard and chair 
legs in the house. But never hard 
enough to get hurt. When he runs 
in the yard, it’s usually at a cautious 
half-speed. Other than the blindness, 
Clifford behaves like a pretty normal 
dog. And on at least one occasion, 
being blind turned out to be an 
advantage. 

When the two dogs escaped out the 
front door one day, Clifford only went 
halfway across the street, where he 
waited for his humans to retrieve 
him. Harley, like a typical dog in a 
“jail break” situation, explored the 
neighborhood and ended up at a 
laundromat. 

When my wife and I first met Clifford, 
we both agreed that he needed to 
find just the right home, no matter 
how long he survived. He’s now over 
a year and half old and going strong. 
Looks like the right home found him.

catchinG up with 
caLamitY cLiFForD

By Dave DeLuca

Local Health-Challenged  
Dog Found a Home, Doing Better

It’s a mild summer afternoon in 
Corvallis and kids are lined up 

inside the Corvallis-Benton County 
Public Library as they await their 
chance to read with a dog.
Riley, a spunky and charismatic 
Havanese, sits with one paw placed 
gently on the hands of eight-year-
old Madison McGirl of Corvallis 
as she reads a book aloud. Claudia 
Jump, Riley’s owner and handler, 
explains how much her dog enjoys 
interacting with people. Across 
the room, Dustee the Whippet, a 
seasoned therapy dog of nearly 10 
years, rests his head on a blanket 
nestled next to another girl as she 
eagerly tells him a story. Jacque 
Barrington, Dustee’s owner and the 
Reading Education Assistance Dogs 
Program coordinator, said Dustee 
loves spending time with children 
and is always accepting of the treats 
he receives throughout the reading 
lessons.
Riley and Dustee are trained and 
certified therapy dogs participating 
in the local R.E.A.D. Program. The 
program has been part of the early 
literacy education offerings at the 
library for about 10 years, according 
to Dana Campbell, a youth services 
reference librarian.
“A child will sit down and read with 
one of those wonderful dogs and their 
kind handlers. We’re trying to instill 

that confidence to be a reader. We 
also have a lot of people who use the 
R.E.A.D. program to introduce dogs 
to their children,” Campbell said.
The R.E.A.D. dogs and their handlers 
are members of Welcome Waggers, a 
national organization.
“The interaction between the children 
and the dogs is just incredible,” said 
Barrington, a retired schoolteacher. 
“This has been a very successful 
program in helping children read. 
The whole idea is for the child to 
relax, and they’re not threatened by 
reading to a dog.”
Welcome Waggers coordinator Wendy 
McCoy said in addition to bringing 
“peace and joy” to the humans they 
interact with, therapy dogs come with 
health benefits.
“Visiting with a therapy dog can 
lower blood pressure. Almost 
everybody who sees a dog wants to 
pet it. We bring smiles to people’s 
faces,” she said. “Everybody wants a 
chance [to meet one of the dogs].”
R.E.A.D. teams visit the library at the 
end of each summer for the “Dog Days 
of August,” where for three days each 
week throughout the month the kids 
can hang out with the gentle canines. 
The program happens about once a 
month throughout the school year. 
You can visit www.cbcpubliclibrary.
net for a schedule.

DoGs heLpinG kiDs with reaDinG
By Abbie Tumbleson

August Library Program Brings Wags and Smiles

110 SW 3rd Street
Downtown Corvallis
www.stashlocal.com

Be Free.
Take Risks.
Knit Happy.
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TAnGo SAyS ‘hEy’ AT AnImAl houSE 
By Kerry hill

I’m in Animal House on 4th Street, 
watching two chameleons delicately, 
patiently climb the wire walls of their 
cage, when a woman approaches the 
register beside me. She’s here for crickets 
and wax worms. Considering the store’s 
wide variety of reptiles, the black rabbit 
with its trembling nose, and thousands 
of species of fresh and saltwater fish, I’m 
not surprised when she tells me Animal 
House carries the “most succulent” wax 
worms in Corvallis.
A wry, almost calculated cackling arises 
from the front room. It’s Tango, the 
resident macaw—a riot of red, yellow, 
and blue with a formidable beak and a 
vocabulary rivaling any toddler’s. Behind 
Tango’s cage another room houses 
lovebirds, finches, and rare-hued budgies. 
In the large enclosures outside, throngs 
of cockatiels and even more budgies sing 
and chatter. The air vibrates with their 
voices.
The store is dim, labyrinthine, a tad 
cramped, but I completely trust Dale 
Stepnicka, the owner. He’s worked with 
tropical fish nearly his whole life—since 
he was a precocious nine-year-old—and 

spent 15 years breeding chinchillas. He 
and his staff raise guinea pigs, rabbits, 
and most of their birds in-house. The 
other critters—the lizards and turtles, 
the koi, the tree frogs—come from all 
over the world. And Stepnicka’s work 
doesn’t end when he leaves the shop; 
at home, he cares not only for several 
saltwater and freshwater aquariums, but 
also over 30 parrots. “You have to have a 
passion to do it,” he said. Damn straight.
Forget the fluorescent lighting of big box 
stores like Petco with their shiny floors 
and employees lulled into a stupor by the 
Muzak. At Animal House, open for over 
30 years, you’ll find a staff who cares 
about their animals and customers.
I pull myself away from the chameleons 
and drift toward the bird room, stop in 
front of Tango’s cage. He hangs upside 
down and eyes me curiously.
“Hey,” he squawks.
STAFF, SourCE, AnD SElECTIon AT 
AnImAl CrACKErS 
By Kelsi villareal 

Dedicated to pet well-being, Kate 
Lindburg and Jim Dagata opened Animal 
Crackers in 1994 in order to supply 
the best products for pet health and 

nutrition. They stock items primarily for 
cats and dogs, as well as birds, rabbits, 
chickens, and small rodents, although 
the strangest pet they’ve ever had in was 
a skunk, which one woman brought by to 
have fitted for a harness.

If customers come in looking for products 
they don’t carry, they send them to one 
of the other pet stores in town. “We 
try not to compete with other locals,” 
said Shannon Proctor, who has been 
with Animal Crackers for seven years. 
Proctor’s dog, Bailey May, who joins her 
at work, is chewing on a tendon that 

looks like a large piece of taffy. 
“We’ve got a really big selection of body 
parts,” Proctor said. Besides pet food, 
bones, tendons, hoofs, and other treats 
for dogs and cats are Animal Cracker’s 
most popular items. The store sells a 
variety of food designed for pets with 
different needs. For instance, some is 
made from kangaroo meat for animals 
with allergies to more common proteins. 
Animal Crackers also offers a nail 
trimming service, asking for donations 
to animal shelters instead of payment.
Animal Crackers is a great place both 
to shop for healthy pet supplies and to 
indulge in silly pet accessory buying 
urges. Bailey May has her own doggy 
bike basket and doggy goggles, both 
items sold at the store. Animal Crackers 
also sells a box cake mix for dogs, which 
comes in peanut butter, pumpkin, and 
red velvet flavors.
Lindburgh said she mostly works with 
domestic family-held suppliers for foods, 
and is clearly proud of the store’s staff, 
many of whom have been there for quite 
awhile. She is also a past president of 
the Corvallis Independent Business 
Alliance, a group that advocates for 
local sourcing.

Why Locals Thrive Against Big Boxit’s a zoo arounD here

541.926.3000
www.oregonwebpress.com
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Mailing Services . Graphic Design

make an impression.

fall in love with print.

Gathering 
Together Farm

Open for the season!
   Now enjoy Saturday dinners

Lunch 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday-Friday

Dinner 
5:30 to 9 p.m. Thursday-Saturday

Saturday Brunch 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Restaurant

www.gatheringtogetherfarm.com

Farm Stand Hours:
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday

Centrally located at 
Gracewinds Music Lesson Loft
Call Rebecca at (503) 559-5205

There is nothing 
you can’t do when 

Voice becomes a 
part of you!

FREE
Community
Singing  
LessonsTHE MAJESTIC THEATRE • WWW.MAJESTIC.ORG • BOX OFFICE: 541-738-7469 

aug. 30 
3pm & 7pm
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Cats rule the Internet. Whether 
you’re a cat person, dog person, or 

just a heartless soul who couldn’t care 
less about soft little fur babies, you’ll 
find it difficult to avoid the Web’s virtual 
cat park. Thousands of pictures and 
videos lie in wait for the latest victim of 
overwhelming cuteness. Why are cats 
the Internet’s favorite pet? I will employ 
evidence surrounding human nature, 
cat nature, and celebri-cat culture to 
support three theories.

ThEory 1. WE WAnT To PunISh CATS. 
Cats are a*sholes. They bite, scratch, 
vomit, kill, demand food, party all 
night, and leave in their purring wake 
incalculable quantities of hair, dander, 
and feces. Deep down, every cat owner 
knows that cats are gross and evil. And 
because cats are so despicable, we sort 
of want to hurt them.

Of course, that would be abuse. A 
better way to get back at cats for being 
such jerks is to humiliate them on 
the Internet: a silly cat video, stupid 
meme—voila, we have managed to 
demean the animal that brings us 
such pain. Fluffy crapped in the sink? 
Ha, now we’re calling her Hitler on 
Instagram—no, make that Kitler. Too 
bad she can’t do anything about that 
mustache. Is Fluffy overweight? A more 
grown-up alternative to fat-shaming is 
cat-shaming. No harm, no foul.

ThEory 2. IT’S A CAT-SPIrACy. 
Perhaps today’s millions of cat memes 
are the work of cats themselves, rather 
than the result of human ingenuity. 
Fed up with our superior attitudes and 
idiotic rules, cats are standing up for 
themselves online. For all we know, cats 
have long since employed this method to 
deliver subliminal messages to humans. 
Cats manipulate us by posing for 
videos and pictures, which we assume 

are artifacts of our pets’ capacity for 
cuteness. Once this “entertainment” 
goes viral, our cats’ hidden intelligence 
can be easily distributed to humans 
worldwide. 

Skeptical about a cat-spiracy? Other 
mysterious schemes, like the Illuminati, 
Anonymous, and Siri, were also 
spread through the Web. Perhaps the 
real culprit was the cat community. 
Considering that we’ve been worshiping 
cats since the days of Ancient Egypt, it’s 
not such a senseless theory. Even now, 
we’re inexplicably placing cats in charge 

of ourselves. Recently, a kitten replaced 
Seattle’s mayor for a full day. City Hall 
was, of course, renamed “Kitty Hall.” If 
the cats are in charge, they are doing 
a good job, and will soon dominate the 
world.

ThEory 3. WE SEEK To nurTurE ThE 
hElPlESS AnD STuPID. 
Studies show that we respond to the 
huge eyes and plaintive meows of cats 
and kittens in the same way that human 
mothers do to newborn babies. When 
childless loners are denied the American 
dream of a spouse and children due to a 

lack of social skills, good looks, or sexual 
prowess, they often turn to cats instead. 
After all, cats were bred categorically 
for cuteness. As we obsess the most over 
cats who appear helpless, our favorite 
felines are particularly derpy, deformed, 
and disfigured.

Top celebri-cats include Nala Cat, whose 
derp claim to fame is permanently 
crossed eyes, Grumpy Cat, whose angry 
glare is the result of feline dwarfism, 
and Lil’ Bub, a cat born with numerous 
developmental deformities—most 
notably a lack of teeth—whose tongue 
waggles out 24/7. Other members of 
the derp-list include Princess Monster 
Truck, whose sharp underbite appears 
to have been transplanted from 
her upper jaw, and Colonel Meow, 
who resembles an elderly man with 
dementia. 

The Internet has convinced us that 
looking at cat pictures and videos is 
a suitable replacement to loving and 
helping other people, so watching these 
weirdos attempt to live “normal” cat 
lives can be quite fulfilling. 

We live in an age where everyone is 
fast to jump on a bandwagon, start a 
protest, or troll away. These days, cats 
may not be the best friend of man, but 
the evidence that they are the best 
friends of mankind— and the ultimate 
motivation for online page-viewing—is 
found indisputable when one logs onto 
Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter. If it’s 
got fur or purr, it’s bound to go viral. 

Whether we protect the helpless or play 
devil’s advocate, projecting our deepest 
and most desperate desires and fears 
onto the feline countenance gives us the 
opportunity to jump on that bandwagon, 
and spread the mighty word-of-cat: 
HEAR ME ROAR.

The Reign of Felines on the Internet and BeyondcovetinG cats
By Kiki Genoa

Everything You Need  
For The  

Perfect Summer Garden

6600 SW Philomath Blvd
541-929-3524 
www.shonnards.com

• Organic Vegetable Starts
• Raised Bed Kits

• Premium soils &  
     fertilizers

• Drip Irrigation Experts

Avery House Nature Center

EnvironmentalCorvallis Center
www.CorvallisEnvironmentalCenter.org

Registration now open for this and more! Visit our website for details:

Monday: Spanish in Nature
Tuesday: Harvesting Plant Parts

Wednesday: Native Survivor
Thursday: Native Stories in Nature
Friday: Making Music with Nature

Ages 5 - 10    M - F 1:30 - 3:30PM     Begins September 14

Homeschool Science Explorers

Nala Cat

Lil’ Bub

Princess Monster Truck

Grumpy Cat
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CALENDAR
8/20-8/27

Thursday, AUGUST 20
Walk the CaW. Downtown Corvallis. 
All day. Free. The Corvallis Arts Walk keeps 
growing and bringing new art, artists, and 
events to you every month. For info, visit 
www.corvallisartswalk.com.

albany Walk with the doc. The 
Corvallis Clinic, 1705 Waverly Dr. 7:30 – 8:15 
a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays through Aug. 
27. The 30-minute walks are led by Jenny 
Olsen, M.D. They are designed to help people 
be active and provide an opportunity to 
talk with health care specialists. All family 
members, including pets on leashes, are 
welcome. For info, call 541-758-2747 or visit 
www.corvallisclinic.com.

Michelle hazelton. Peacock Bar & 
Grill, 125 SW 2nd St. 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. No cover. 
Come enjoy a late dinner or a few drinks with 
friends while you listen to Hazelton’s acoustic 
styles. Minors welcome until 8 p.m. For info, 
visit www.facebook.com/pages/The-Peacock-
Bar-Grill/64517167600.

Community Meeting 
on Mega-shelter for the 
homeless. Corvallis-Benton County 
Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave. 2 p.m. 
Free. Hosted by the Citizens for Protecting 
Corvallis. Come meet to discuss the flaws and 
concerns with the proposal for a homeless 
shelter on 4th Street.

Peter Pan. Albany Civic Theatre, 111 
1st Ave., Albany. 7:30 p.m. Cost: $12 ($9 
for seniors, juniors). Written by J.M. Barrie, 
this tale is the everlasting classic account of 
Wendy, John, and Michael Darling, who are 
visited by Peter Pan in their London nursery. 
With the help of his tiny friend, the fairy 
Tinkerbell, Peter takes the three children on a 
magical flight to Never Land. This enchanted 
island is home to Peter, Tink, the Lost Boys, 
Tiger Lily and her tribe, mermaids, fairies, and 
the scheming Captain Hook who is as intent 
on defeating Peter Pan as he is from escaping 
the tick-tocking crocodile that once ate his 
hand. For info, visit www.albanycivic.org.

Curtis Monette. Bombs Away Café, 
2527 NW Monroe Ave. 8:30 p.m. No cover. 
For over 10 years, this local guitar legend 
has been looping, singing, and shredding 
with friends from audiophilia at Bombs Away 
Cafe. Make tonight the night you hear this 
very talented axeman. For info, visit www.
bombsawaycafe.com.

Friday, AUGUST 21
First alternative’s south store 

Block Party. First Alternative’s South 
Store, 1007 SE 3rd St. 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Join Corvallis’ community-owned 
grocery store as we celebrate summer with 
free samples from 2 Towns Cider, Ninkasi 
Brewing, Foris Vineyard, the Co-op Kitchen, 
Brew Dr. Kombucha, and many more. We’ll 
have grilled meats and vegetables, live 
music, door prizes, and everyone gets 10% 
off all alcoholic beverage brands being 
sampled. For info, visit www.firstalt.coop.

dr. Zoo. Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd. 7:30 p.m. No cover. For info, 
visit www.imaginecoffee.net. 

dennis Monroe’s Funked up 
Blues Jam. The Meet N Place, 1150 
Main St., Philomath. 8 p.m. – 12 a.m. No 
cover. Musicians are encouraged to come 
early to ensure a spot. They’ve been holding 
this jam for a year and a half and it has 
worked into a great event with a lot of the 
mid valley’s best talent showing up. For info, 
visit www.facebook.com/meetnplacetavern. 

rain Light Fade. Bombs Away Café, 
2527 NW Monroe Ave. 9 p.m. No cover. 
Rain Light Fade is a rock band and artistic 
collaboration hailing from Seattle. They draw 
their influence from bands such as Depeche 
Mode, Failure, and A Perfect Circle, among 
others. For info, visit www.bombsawaycafe.
com. 

Lowdown. Cloud & Kelly’s Public House, 
126 SW 1st St. 10 p.m. Fridays. No cover. A 
festive dance party showcasing local DJs. 
For info, visit http://cloudandkellys.com/
music_and_nightlife.  

saTurday, AUGUST 22
Corvallis soccer Club 
Footgolf Jamboree 
Fundraiser. Crystal Lake Sports Fields, 
SE Fischer Ln. 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Cost: $25 for 
single registration, $50 for pair registration, 
$100 for foursome registration. Come join us 
for this fun-filled family friendly event that 
will raise money to support our scholarship 
fund and purchase new club equipment. The 
Footgolf course will have a shotgun start 
with 18-hole rounds. Food from your favorite 
local restaurants, Beer Garden, Obstacle 
Course and Hole-in-One Contests. There will 
also be a Kid Zone featuring Soccer Tennis, 
Soccer Games, and a Pie-Eating Contest. 
Contests for best dressed, longest drive, 
and closest to the pin. All ages and levels of 
player are welcome. Tee times on Saturday: 
9 a.m., 12 p.m., 3 p.m., 6 p.m. Tee times on 
Sunday: 9 a.m., 12 p.m., 3 p.m. For info, visit 
www.corvallissoccerclub.org. 

improv at the Majestic. Majestic 
Theatre, 115 SW 2nd St. 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Cost: $8 for adults, $5 for students, seniors, 
and members. In the style of Comedy 
Sports and Whose Line Is It Anyway? comes 
Improv at The Majestic. Join Corvallis’ top 
improvisational comedians and performers 
for a night of completely made up mad-cap 
madness, where even the games played are 
chosen, by you, on the spot. This competitive 
improv showcase has teams battling for 
your approval by bringing their funniest 
performances. You could even be part of 
the action as these actors and actresses 
create incredible scenes and memorable 
characters out of thin air. Improv comics are 
competitive, and being on the losing team 
has its consequence. For info, visit www.
majestic.org. 

Turkisher Experience. Imagine 
Coffee, 5460 Philomath Blvd. 7:30 p.m. No 
cover. For info, visit www.imaginecoffee.net. 

The Legal Weeds. Calapooia 
Brewing Company, 140 Hill St., Albany. 
8 p.m. No cover. For info, visit www.
calapooiabrewing.com. 

Jesse Garrett Johnson and the 
Liars. Sky High Brewing, 160 NW Jackson 
Ave. 8 p.m. No cover. Jesse Garrett Johnson is 
a local singer/songwriter with a great voice 
and a wonderful personality. For info, visit 
www.facebook.com/jessegarrettjohnson. 

Wups and human Ottoman. 
Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 
9:30 p.m. Cost: $3. Wups is the brainchild of 
local music veterans/pillars of the community 
Charlie Curtis, Scott Bowman, and Joey 
Bauer, and what a frightening child it is. Full 
of surprises and neon nightmare ruminations, 
this unholy trinity of psychesonic soothsayers 
revel in the dark side of funk/rock. Human 
Ottoman is Susan Lucía (drums), Matthew 
Cartmill (cello), and Grayson Fiske 
(vibraphone). From brain-crashing cello 
solos and atomic vibraphone drops to drum 
solos that scholars are still struggling to 
understand, Human Ottoman is bringing 
polyrhythmic world-metal to the masses. For 
info, visit www.bombsawaycafe.com. 

ship of Fools. Cloud & Kelly’s Public 
House, 126 SW 1st St. 10 p.m. – 1 a.m. 
No cover. The Grateful Dead cover band 
sails into C&K’s harbor. For info, visit www.
cloudandkellys.com.   

sunday, AUGUST 23
Zen Meditation. Yoga Center of 
Corvallis, 111 NW 2nd St. 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Free; donations accepted. For details, call 
Abby at 541-754-4124.

yoga for recovery. Live Well 
Studio, 971 Spruce Ave. 12:30 – 1:45 p.m. 
For recovery from substance abuse, eating 
disorders, codependency. By donation. For 
info, visit www.livewellstudio.com.

Corvallis for Bernie 2016 
Jamboree. Central Park, 650 NW 
Monroe Ave. 2 – 4 p.m. Free. Fun events 
planned: kids’ table, selfies with “Bernie,” 
art raffle, and plenty of Bernie gear. Let’s 
organize to get Bernie elected. For info, 
email corvallisforbernie@gmail.com. 

Baton Twirling Class. Rise Up 
Fitness, 734 SW Queen Ave., Albany. 4:30 
– 5:30 p.m. Cost: $35 per month. Baton 
twirling classes taught by Kailey McKay, 
former OSU Feature Twirler. Opportunities for 
performances.

hoolyeh Folkdancers. First 
Congregational UCC, 4515 SW West Hills Rd. 
7 – 9 p.m. Cost: $3 non CFS members, $2 
CFS members. There has been international 
dancing in Corvallis for many years. In the 
60s the group started to call themselves the 
Hoolyehs. The Hoolyehs sponsor three types 
of folk dance activities: regular Sunday night 
dances, an annual reunion dance in the 
spring, and occasional dances with visiting 
live bands. The Hoolyehs now meet the first 
and third Sundays of every month at the First 
Congregational Church. The first Sunday of 
every month has a Balkan dance emphasis 
and the third has an Israeli dance emphasis. 
Early in the evening some simple dances are 
taught. The rest of the evening is open to a 
wide variety of dances from couple dances 
to line and circle dances. For info, visit www.
hoolyeh.com. 

MOnday, AUGUST 24
Traditional West african 
dance Classes. Oddfellows Hall, 
223 SW 2nd St. 7:15 p.m. Free. Traditional 
West African dance classes hosted by 
Maria Soumah from Guinea, West Africa. 
Accompanied by live drumming from Fefafe. 
For info, visit www.corvallisoddfellows.org.

dicemasters. Matt’s Cavalcade of 
Comics, NW Buchanan Ave. 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday at Matt’s Cavalcade of 
Comics! DiceMasters is an all-new cross-
brand offering utilizing WizKids Games’ 
proprietary Dice Building Game platform 
where players collect and assemble their 
“team” of character dice and battle in head-
to-head game play. The initial set, Avengers 

vs. X-Men feature Marvel’s greatest heroes 
and villains. The starter set and booster 
packs are sold out everywhere, but we will 
continue to meet and play friendly matches, 
and teach new players how to play. For info, 
visit www.ilovespidey.com. 

TuEsday, AUGUST 25
albany Walk with the doc. The 
Corvallis Clinic, 1705 Waverly Dr. 7:30 – 8:15 
a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays through Aug. 
27. The 30-minute walks are led by Jenny 
Olsen, M.D. They are designed to help people 
be active and provide an opportunity to 
talk with health care specialists. All family 
members, including pets on leashes, are 
welcome. For info, call 541-758-2747 or visit 
www.corvallisclinic.com.

Community Movie night. 
Darkside Cinema, 215 SW 4th St. 7 p.m. 
Free. Every Tuesday at the Darkside Cinema, 
Ygal Kaufman, noted local film historian 
and Darkside enthusiast, hosts Community 
Movie Night, a free weekly screening of 
lost, classic, and cult films. The feature 
film of the week is always preceded by 
newsreels, cartoons from the year of the 
feature’s release, and an introduction with 
interesting facts about the production from 
Kaufman. Donations are graciously accepted 
and benefit the renovation of the Darkside 
Cinema, Corvallis’ only independent movie 
house. For info, visit www.darksidecinema.
com.

Celtic Jam. Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Every Tuesday. 
Free. For info, visit www.imaginecoffee.net.

WEdnEsday, AUGUST 26
Corvallis Walk with the doc. 
Bald Hill Path, Oak Creek Dr. entrance. 7:30 
– 8:15 a.m. Wednesdays through Aug. 26. 
The 45-minute walks are led by Amy Card, 
M.D., Michelle Curtis, M.D., Amey Lee, M.D., 
Carol Morcos, M.D., and Emily Rangel, M.D., 
of the Corvallis Clinic’s OB/GYN Department. 
They are designed to help people be active 
and provide an opportunity to talk with 
health care specialists. All family members, 
including pets on leashes, are welcome. 
For info, call 541-758-2747 or visit www.
corvallisclinic.com.

yoga in the Gallery. The Arts 
Center, 700 SW Madison Ave. 10 a.m. 
Explore the world of yoga and enjoy a sense 
of community in the setting of the main 
gallery. The hour-long session will be led 
by certified yoga instructor Marcy Keuter. 
Beginners are welcome. Bring a yoga mat, 

www.woodstocks.com
541-752-5151

We Deliver (to most of Corvallis)www.coffeecultureroasters.com
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Heard it on NPR?

Find it Here!

BOOKS   CARDS   MUSIC

M A G A Z I N E S

227 sw 2nd downtown Corvallis

or order online: grassrootsbookstore.com

541

754-7668

* Alan Cheuse

* Fresh Air

* Weekend Edition

* All Songs Considered

* World Cafe
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albany Farmers’ Market. SW 
Ellsworth St. and SW 4th Ave. 9 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Runs through Nov. 21. Features fresh, 
locally grown, locally produced dairy, 
meat, and farm goods. For info, visit http://
locallygrown.org/home.

Corvallis Farmers’ Market. 
NW Jackson Ave. and NW 1st St. 9 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Saturdays and Wednesdays. Runs 
through Nov. 25. Features fresh, locally 
grown, locally produced dairy, meat, 
and farm goods. For info, visit http://
locallygrown.org/home.

Western star Grange Flea 
Market & Bake sale. Western 
Star Grange, 30423 Tangent Dr. 9 a.m. – 3 
p.m. Second Saturdays. Runs through Nov. 
28. The market offers old coins, household 
items, CDs, DVDs, books, quilting, vintage 
items, jewelry, used sporting and hunting 
supplies, clothes, raffles, breakfast, lunch, 
and homemade baked goods.

Fun-with-the-animals Work 
Party. Lighthouse Farm Sanctuary, 36831 
Richardson Gap Rd., Scio. Wednesdays: 10 
a.m. – 12 p.m.; Saturdays: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Free. For all ages and abilities. Work parties 
provide the sanctuary’s abused, abandoned, 
or neglected farm animals with clean water, 
bedding, and living conditions. No RSVP 
required; just show up wearing farm apparel 
and boots. For info, contact 503-394-4486 or 
volunteer@lighthousefarmsanctuary.org.

albany historic Carousel 
and Museum. 503 W 1st Ave. 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
In the lobby, view finished animals and 
watch the painters work on a number of 
animals and other hand-crafted projects. In 
the carving studio, see and touch over two 
dozen carvings in progress. For info, visit 
www.albanycarousel.com.

something Old, something 
Blue Exhibit. Benton County 
Historical Museum, 1101 Main St., 
Philomath. Tuesday through Saturday: 
10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Runs through Oct. 
24. The exhibition showcases artifacts 
from the combined Horner Museum and 
Benton County Historical Society artifact 

collections, with an emphasis on the color 
blue. Sub-themes include blue in nature, art, 
fashion, school colors, uniforms, decorative 
arts, and more. The museum has also 
borrowed something new: man-made blue 
pigment from the Oregon State University 
Department of Chemistry. 

read. Create. Celebrate. 
Corvallis Public Library, 645 NW Monroe 
Ave. Monday through Thursday: 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; 
Sunday: 1 – 5 p.m. Runs through August. 
For every eligible activity adults 18 and 
over complete this summer, they can fill 
out an entry form to get entered into the 
library’s end of summer grand prize package 
giveaways. Eligible activities include 
reading or listening to a book, reading to 
a child, using a library resource to create 
something, visiting a park. Prize packages 
include a Kobo, an iPod, dinner and a movie, 
arts and craft supplies, annual passes to 
nearby parks, and more. For info, visit http://
cbcpubliclibrary.net/summeratyourlibrary/.

The nuclear age Exhibit. OSU 
Valley Library, fifth floor exhibit gallery, 201 
SW Waldo Pl. Monday through Thursday: 
7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fridays: 7:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Saturdays: 1 to 6 p.m.; Sundays: 1 
to 9 p.m. The exhibit runs through March 
2016. This year marks the 70th anniversary 
of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki during World War II. The Special 
Collections and Archives Research Center at 
OSU Libraries is honoring this anniversary 
with an exhibit featuring a wide-ranging 
selection of primary source materials from 
their rich collections documenting nuclear 
history. Original materials include comics, 
Geiger counters, newspapers, photographs, 
manuscripts, and letters from famous 
antinuclear activists Linus Pauling and Albert 
Einstein. For info, visit www.scarc.library.
oregonstate.edu. 

Phil Coleman and amanda 
sause – Line and Form. The 
Arts Center, 700 SW Madison Ave. 12 – 5 
p.m. Runs through Aug. 22. Amanda Sause 
mixes traditional materials for drawing such 
as ink and watercolor, with elements not 

commonly used in art making, working with 
tea and wine on receipt tape. She strikes a 
contemplative effect in repetition of a daily 
routine and the unexpected that comes 
along with it. For this exhibit, Sause focuses 
on showing the process of repetition. This 
series of photographs by Phil Coleman has 
a strong energy: lines and forms created by 
the lights of fair rides. The energy comes 
from the juxtaposition of the moving and 
static parts of the rides. It is colorful and 
loud. The series was taken on a Saturday 
night in late August 2014 at the Oregon 
State Fair in Salem. For info, visit www.
theartscenter.net.

subtext – an Exploration of 
Language in the Visual arts. 
The Arts Center, 700 SW Madison Ave. 12 
– 5 p.m. Runs through Aug. 22. Pat Boas 
creates paintings, drawings, and digital 
projects about the, as she call it, “familiar 
yet strange activity of reading.” Sculptor 
Marie Sivak combines digital video with 
carved stone objects and mixed media 
installations using traditional techniques 
as well as digital tools. Robert Tomlinson 
shows work from his series Stream, inspired 
by the engagement of words and content 
which he transforms through intuitive visual 
mark making on paper. For info, visit www.
theartscenter.net.

Teen Movie day: avengers 
series. Corvallis-Benton County 
Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave. 1 
p.m. Thursdays. A summer movie series 
for teens, featuring the Avengers cycle. 
Snacks provided. Free. For info, visit www.
chcpubliclibrary.net.

historic homes Trolley Tour. 
Benton County Courthouse, 129 NW 4th St. 
1 pm. Free. Saturdays in August. Join in a 
guided driving tour of the gorgeous historic 
homes in and around downtown Corvallis. 
Ride in comfortable antique style in an 
old-fashioned trolley as an informed guide 
explains the history and architecture behind 
the beautiful homes on the tour. For info, 
visit www.visitcorvallis.com/things-to-do/
historic-homes-trolley-tour. 

The Majestic reader’s 
Theater. The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 

2nd Ave. 3 – 5 p.m. and 7 – 9 p.m. Cost: $10 
($8 for students and seniors). Last Sundays. 
The company will offer a production in the 
“reader’s theater” style: trained actors, with 
scripts in hand, make the play come alive 
through vocal talent, facial expressions, 
and minimal staging. Reader’s theater plays 
are a fun, accessible way to experience 
contemporary works by famous modern 
playwrights that might not otherwise be 
performed here. For info or tickets, visit 
https://majesticreaderstheater.wordpress.
com.

Teen Makers. Corvallis-Benton 
County Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave. 
4 – 5:30 pm. Tuesdays. Teens aged 12 and 
older learn basic programming with Arduino 
and Raspberry Pi, plus explore 3-D printing 
and other technologies. Teen Makers meets 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month at 4 p.m. For info, visit www.
chcpublclibrary.net. 

Teen Writers. Corvallis-Benton 
County Public Library, 645 NW Monroe 
Ave. 4 – 5:30 pm. Thursdays. Teens aged 12 
and older are invited to this writers group 
focused on creating new work and learning 
about the process of writing together 
with other teens. Meets every second and 
fourth Thursday. Led by Ellie Douglass, 
MFA student, OSU. For info, visit www.
chcpubliclibrary.net.

Corvallis Community drum 
Circle. 101 NW 23rd St. 7 – 8 p.m. First 
Saturdays. All ages and skill levels welcome. 
Instruments provided or bring your own. 
Hosted by Michelle Lovrich of the Drum 
Circle Connection. For info, contact Michelle 
at drumcircleconnection@gmail.com.

ukulele Cabaret. First Alternative 
South Store, 1007 SE 3rd St. 7 – 9 p.m. First 
Fridays. Free. This is an open mic and sing-
along for ukulele players of all ages and 
skill levels. Songbooks and instruction are 
provided. Bring snacks to share. Hosted by 
Suz Doyle and Jeanne Holmes of the Wallop 
Sisters. For info, call 541-753-8530.

Corvallis Community 
Choir summer Term. Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship, 2945 NW Circle 

Blvd. Rehearsals: Tuesdays, 7 – 9 p.m. 
Runs through Sept. 1. Summer Term is 
the perfect time to see if singing in a 
choir is a fit for you. The director is James 
Moursund, a recent graduate from Oregon 
State University. James brings a youthful 
exuberance to his directing as well as an 
inspirational musicality and expertise. The 
choir has grown tremendously under his 
tutelage. CCC is relaxed, fun and accepting. 
Music experience, though helpful, is not 
required. For info, call 541-740-6068.

reiki healing Circle. 8285 NW 
Wynoochee Dr. 7 – 9 p.m. First Thursdays. 
Donation: $5 to $10. All students and 
interested parties welcome. For info, call 
Margo at 541-754-3595.

Concert in the Park. Central 
Park, 650 NW Monroe Ave. 8 p.m. Tuesdays. 
Runs through Aug. 25. Join the Corvallis 
Community Band for an evening of free 
music. Dress for the weather, and bring a 
blanket or low lawn chair to sit on. For info, 
visit www.c-cband.org.

summer Concerts with 
Mango django & the hilltop 
Big Band. Central Park, 650 NW 
Monroe Ave. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Free. Runs 
through Aug. 26. The Hilltop Big Band and 
Mango Django present another summer 
of free Central Park concerts. Featuring the 
swing sounds of Basie and others, you’ll 
find an evening’s worth of music to your 
liking. Bring lawn chairs and blankets. 
Regular musicians and substitutes welcome. 
Schedule: Aug. 19 – Mango Django; Aug. 26 
– Hilltop Big Band.

2015 starker Forest & 
Georgia Pacific Mill Tour. 
Starker Forests, 7240 SW Philomath Blvd. 
Free guided tours of Starker Forests are 
available twice a month, June through 
September, in Philomath. Special, all-day 
tours happen twice this season. On these 
days, you’ll tour the Georgia Pacific Mill in 
the morning, followed by the guided tour of 
Starker Forests in the afternoon.

Ongoing august Events...

Natalia & 
Cristoforo’s

Authentic Italian Meats & Cheeses

Wine Classes  •  Party Trays

351 NW Jackson St. #2 • Corvallis
541.752.1114

Alchemist Best Sandwich Shop Winner
Advocate Selection as a Hidden Foodie Find

if possible. Proceeds benefit youth arts 
education programs. For info, visit http://
theartscenter.net.

r.E.a.d. dogs. Corvallis-Benton 
County Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave. 
3:30 – 5 p.m. Free. Attention, beginning and 
intermediate readers: come read with a dog! 
A warm fuzzy dog who likes to listen to you 

read is waiting for you at the Corvallis-
Benton County Public Library. Ages 4-10. For 
info, visit www.cbcpubliclibrary.net.   

Thursday, AUGUST 27
albany Walk with the doc. 
The Corvallis Clinic, 1705 Waverly Dr. 7:30 – 

8:15 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays through 
Aug. 27. The 30-minute walks are led by 
Jenny Olsen, M.D. They are designed to help 
people be active and provide an opportunity 
to talk with health care specialists. All family 
members, including pets on leashes, are 
welcome. For info, call 541-758-2747 or visit 
www.corvallisclinic.com.

Michelle hazelton. Peacock 
Bar & Grill, 125 SW 2nd St. 7 p.m. – 8 
p.m. No cover. Come enjoy a late dinner 
or a few drinks with friends while you 
listen to Hazelton’s acoustic styles. Minors 
welcome until 8 p.m. For info, visit www.
facebook.com/pages/The-Peacock-Bar-
Grill/64517167600.

Clarice Motett and annie 
Fipher. Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW 
Monroe Ave. 9 p.m. No cover. Sweet, soaring 
melodies with acoustic accompaniment 
from this local singer/songwriter playing a 
selection of original and cover tunes. For 
info, visit www.bombsawaycafe.com. 

5460 SW Philomath Blvd — www.imaginecoffee.net 
Just West of 53rd, Between Corvallis & Philomath

8/21 Dr. Zoo, 7:30pm
8/22 Turkisher Experience, 7:30pm
8/28 Dan Ryker, 7:30pm
8/29 Triple Play, 7pm

Every Monday: Bryson Skaar, piano, 7-9pm
Every Tuesday: Celtic Jam, 7pm
Every Wednesday: Matt Neely, jazz showcase, 7pm
Third Sunday:  Ralph Penunuri, folk singer, 10am
Most Saturdays: James Warren, Story Time, 10 am

ESPRESSo, GREaT FooD & LoCaL aRTiSTS...

971 NW Spruce Ave, Corvallis :: 541.224.6566 :: livewellstudio.com

YOGA SPECIAL
summer

starts date of purchase

3 months for $149
unlimited daytime classes*

*excludes classes after 5pm

NEW CLIENTS ONLY
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Advocate picks...

Thursday, August 20
ThE rOundErs, Bury ThE 
MOOn, and aLL ThE aPParaTus

Starker Arts Park, 4485 SW Country 
Club Dr. 6 p.m. Free

Sage got you covered for free music on Thursday 
this week, rounding out the trifecta of free music in 
beautiful parks on Tues-Wed-Thurs. And this one is 
actually an indie rock affair, so prepare for a drum 
set and some distortion at an outdoor concert in 
Corvallis. This does not compute. This does not 
compute. (I’m doing a robot voice, work with me.) 
Danger Will- ah, I don’t have the energy. Just go to 
this one, or you’ll never get outdoor indie rock ever 
again.

CurTis MOnETTE 

Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
Ave. 8:30 p.m. Free

Curtis Monette is back for his monthly gig at Bombs. 
If you like loops, and guitars and melted faces on 
the floor and improvisation and other things like 
that, then this show should tickle you right in the 
gootch. Monette is a Corvallis establishment, like the 
Majestic, or the Graand Kinetic Challenge, or bitching 
about property taxes. He will always be with us, so 
show your appreciation.

Friday, August 21 
rain LiGhT FadE

Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
Ave. 9 p.m. Free
Buckle up for some Depeche Modian mope rock 
from some dudes with facial hair that just won’t 
quit. If I could grow a face maze like these morose 
bros, I wouldn’t be in the freelance writing game. 
I’d just be kicking back in my mustache mansion 
collecting royalty checks. Come get heavy with 
Rain Light Fade and possibly get a mustache ride 
or beard buffet (you’ll have to just ask the band 
what that is). Gross. I mean, erotic. Yeah. Let’s do 
this.

Friday niGhT MusiC

Emerson Vineyard, 11665 Airlie Rd., 
Monmouth 6 p.m. $7.50 plus a can of 
food
Emerson Vin. Mixing wine and music since 1997. 
Okay, I have no idea how long they’ve been doing 
it, but I have a minor in lazy marketing from 
Allegheny Community Yeshiva. Fermented wines 
will intertwine with augmented whines as the 
muzak flows like a pinot noir around my great 
uncle Sal’s Adam’s apple as he guzzles straight 
from the bottle, spilling it everywhere. I really 
know how to conjure an image, right?  

saturday, August 22
WuPs and huMan OTTOMan

Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
Ave. 9:30 p.m. $3

Show of the week. Show of the month as far as 
I’m concerned. Don’t miss this one. Wups is one of 
Corvallis’ best and most dedicated local acts, and 
Human Ottoman is just bizarre and excellent. They 
make a combu stible pair, and on a personal note, 
they’re all just swell people that I’d be proud to 
pay to watch my cats for a weekend. So go check 
them out for the bargain basement price of only 
$3. Also, can anyone watch my cats the weekend 
of Halloween? I’ll be in town, it’s just that they’re 
intolerable sh*ts when the kids come knocking for 
candy, and I’d love to drop them off somewhere else.

JEssE GarrETT JOhnsOn and 
ThE Liars

Sky High Brewing, 160 NW Jackson 
Ave. 8 p.m. Free

When a dude bills himself with three names it can 
only mean one or possibly both of the following two 
things: he’s a serial killer and/or a singer/songwriter. 
I’m honestly not sure what the intersection of that 
particular Venn diagram is for Johnson, but clearly 
he’s at least the latter of those two things. If you 
don’t hear from me after about 10 p.m. on Saturday 
night, it could mean he’s also the former… It could 
also mean that I just don’t know you and you never 
hear from me. But just to be safe, call the cops on 
this guy.

 sunday, August 23
Peter Pan

Albany Civic Theatre, 111 1st Ave. 
SW, Albany. 2:30 p.m. $14 ($11 for 
seniors, juniors)

Have you heard of this one? It was new to me. 
Apparently this androgynous teen fights a pirate 
while singing and dancing and wearing garish 
costumes. I’m like, “They’re doing Hedwig and the 
Angry Inch?” Apparently this one predates that 
one. And also this play is where Robin Hood and 
Mad Max got their costume design ideas. Will you 
be there to experience the madness? Only you 
know for sure.

BLuEs JaM!

Calapooia Brewing Company, 140 NE 
Hill St., Albany. 4 to 6 p.m. Free 

Blues Jam is “totes terrif,” to quote a diminutive 
high schooler who spoke faster than the Micro 
Machines guy that I talked to at the bus stop the 
other day. But if I’m honest, it’s hard to pick this 
jam sesh over the one I host in my garage. It’s 
called Jews Blam, and it features me, my uncle 
Merv, and a Swedish rabbi named Borgbaum 
playing black metal klezmer. So, gauntlet thrown, 
I guess. But seriously, since you’re not invited to 
Jews Blam, you might as well go to Blues Jam, 
because, like I said, “totes terrif.”   

submit: do you know of an upcoming event?
Email us and we’ll add it to the web calendar calendar@corvallisadvocate.com

8 DAyS A WEEk...
By Ygal Kaufman

541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD

MONDAY MADNESS
½ off Tap Beverages

With the purchase of any pizza. Dine in only. 
With or without coupon!
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Know Your Locals!
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316 SW Washington
Corvallis
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Monday, August 24
TradiTiOnaL WEsT aFriCan 
danCE CLassEs

Oddfellows Hall, 223 SW 2nd St.  
7:15 p.m. Free

Join Guinean dance maestro Maria Soumah for this 
class open to dancers of all levels. Fefafe provides 
the beats, and you’re going to have to provide 
the dance moves. Don’t be embarrassed if you 
can’t get it right the first time. And definitely don’t 
be embarrassed when I post the hidden camera 
videos I take from this class on YouTube. Er, I mean, 
ignore what I just said. Have fun, and feel free to 
cut loose… (cue creepy music)

diCEMasTErs

Matt’s Cavalcade of Comics, NW 
Buchanan Ave. 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. Free

There’s a weird and unsubstantiated rumor going 
around that fans of role playing games tend to 
be slower off the block in terms of losing their 
V-card. I can assure you that’s a load of hogwash, 
and nerds be bangin’. I personally have been a 
fan of the dark arts since eighth grade, and I can 
tell you I lost my virginity promptly before my 
25th birthday. What’s that? That’s not really early? 
High school, you say? Jeez, what is this, 90210? I 
didn’t even see my first nipple not attached to my 
own body until college. You know what? I bet the 
other people here are totes lotharios. Role playing 
people, it’s not just for hideous mutants anymore.

Tuesday, August 25
COMMuniTy MOViE niGhT

Darkside Cinema, 215 SW 4th St.  
7 p.m. Free

Alec Guinness and Peter Finch make their first 
appearances at CMNYK in this priceless murder 
mystery with a comic twist, based on G.K. 
Chesterton’s classic series. As usual, this is a free 
movie in an air conditioned theater on a day when it 
will likely be 237 degrees or something preposterous 
like that. Then when you add in the pre-show 
newsreels and cartoons which are bananas and the 
introduction from Corvallis’ most experienced tuna 
fish sandwich eater and part-time movie buff, it’s 
like this night plans itself. Don’t be the only person 
in your knitting league or thumb wrestling gang or 
tontine to not have checked out a CMNYK screening.

COnCErT in ThE Park

Central Park, 650 NW Monroe Ave.  
8 p.m. Free

Corvallis really turns out and supports the free music 
in the park scene that is exploding here right now. 
I love that. If you’ve been putting off going to this 
live show, stop being so patient with your leisure 
time. This is the last show of the summer, and even 
if it weren’t, for all you know Martians could invade 
or accidental nuclear apocalypse could be unfurled 
at any given moment. So… take the time to enjoy 
the little things. And then when you’re done with 
the little things, go to a big thing like Corvallis 
Community Band in the park, for free.

Wednesday, August 26
suMMEr TasTinG sEriEs

Les Caves, 308 SW 3rd St. 4:30 p.m. 
Cost: Depends how much you drink

Portland’s Ecliptic Brewing will be the taste 
du jour at this just-before-work-lets-out booze 
revue. Will Ecliptic be bringing their Capella 
Porter? Their Phobos Single Hop Red? The 
Orbiter IPA? I don’t know, what do I look like, a 
soothsayer? What I do know is that I’ve never 
been to a beer tasting, and I don’t know if I’m 
going to start now, but if this your steez, it’s 
essentially the only thing to do on Wednesday 
afternoon and you can hit it up right before 
you go to the only other good thing to do this 
Wednesday night…

hiLLTOP BiG Band

Central Park, 650 NW Monroe Ave. 
7:30 p.m. Free

The last free Wednesday concert of the summer 
at Central Park, and it’s my beloved Hilltop Big 
Band. I would see this band play in a Saw-like 
mansion of murderous booby traps if it was 
free.  I’d watch this band play for free if I had to 
jump across an active alligator pit to get to the 
show.  So you can only imagine how jazzed I 
am to see it without having to put up with any 
of that other nonsense. Did I mention I’m really 
into Hilltop Big Band?    

Thursday, August 27 
CLariCE MOTETT and anniE 
FiPhEr

Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
Ave. 9 p.m. Free

Singer-songwriter, singer-songwriter, la la la, 
la la la. That’s the first verse of this song I’m 
writing, that I plan to sing, about other singer-
songwriter acts. Like this one. Clarice and Annie 
play music and they do it live and it’s going to 
happen at Bombs on Thursday.  Other than that 
I can’t pretend to know anything about this 
show. But self promotion is a lost art, and it’s 
no picnic, so I can’t blame anyone here.

MiChELLE haZELTOn

Peacock Bar & Grille, 125 SW 2nd St. 
7 p.m. Free

Speaking of singers who song write, Michelle 
Hazelton will tear into her weekly gig at the 
Peak, or should I abbreviate it to the Co- you 
know what? We’ll go with Peak. Also, to be 
clear, I meant tear like “to tear a piece of 
paper,” not tear like “a tear welled up in his 
eye as he watched his father run.” I’m sure you 
realized that, but I didn’t want it to seem like 
I was suggesting Michelle starts her gig off by 
crying or something. I mean, I don’t know for 
sure that she doesn’t. I’m just saying, that’s not 
what I was implying. Jeez, writing can be funny 
sometimes.

 

TRY OUR OWN FRESHLY MADE 
DIPS, ENTRÉES AND SALADS

After 4pm Dinner Special

Pita

8TH VISIT
FREE

9TH VISIT
FREE

10TH VISIT
FREE

Pita+
Mediterranean Drink

SAVE $3
SAVE $3

SAVE $3

Pita + Mediterranean Drink
+ Baklava

 LOYALTY PROGRAM CARD
Get Three Free Pitas within your 10 visits

PLUS Save $1 after each visit! 

Limited time offer while supplies last

$7.99
PER PERSON

$2.99 $2.99 $1.99
*ANY TOPPINGREG.$5.99

REG.$5.99
REG.$4.99

Lamb, Chicken, 
or Vegetarian Combo

Gyros or Falafel Mediterranean Subs*
Hommous, Baba Gannouj, Tabbouleh, Damascus fava bean 
salad, (Zaatar)Thyme Pies, lamb pies & Spanikopita.

FREE PITA
OF YOUR CHOICE

AND
when you text to 541-908-2667
TO REGISTER IN OUR VIP DATABASE

NEW NEW
Mediterranean Wrap 

Combo

453 SW Madison Ave. Corvallis
541-908-2667 (TEXT ONLY)

Corvallis Mediterranean Café

www.corvall ismediterranean.com
Weekdays: 8am to 7pm Saturday: 10am to 6pm Sunday: 12pm to 6pm

Gyros - Falafel - Shawerma - Kabobs - Baklava - Pita & More!

(541) 908-2667   
corvallismediterranean.com

453 SW madison & 5th St.  I  Downtown CorvallisAddictively Delicious!
Text  
OnlyAddictively Delicious!

oPEn For BrEAKFAST, lunCh & DInnEr
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Our Films Suck Less.
Every Night.

4th & Madison • Corvallis
darksidecinema.com

(541) 752-4161

STRAY DOG —NR  In this vivid and compelling documentary, Stray 
Dog and fellow vets caravan to pay tribute at the Vietnam Memorial In DC. 

Debra Granik (Winter’s Bone) directs. Lots of motorcycles! 100% on RT!

TANGERINE —R A rip-roaring odyssey through various subcultures in 
L.A. —both hilarious and heart-attack serious. Feels like a  

Pedro Almodovar remake of Crank. 94% on RT!

IRRATIONAL MAN —NR Woody Allen’s latest. When a burned-out,  
brilliant professor - one who believes in lessons from life rather  

than textbooks - takes a job at a small college, everyone there is abuzz. 
Joaquin Phoenix.

INFINITELY POLAR BEAR —R INFINITELY POLAR BEAR is a  
funny and heartbreaking portrait of the many unexpected ways in  

which parents and children save each other. Mark Ruffalo

Darkside Cinema Films for 8/21-27/2015
Please call or log on for show times

DARKSIDE Cinema

a resale boutique for women in downtown Corvallis 
 
 

Monday - Friday 11 - 6   •   Saturday 10 - 6   •   Sunday 12 - 4 
  

reduce. reuse. re•volve. 
 Located in the historic Hotel Julian 

103 SW 2nd Street  |  541.754.1154  |  www.revolveresale.com 
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acupuncture
herbal medicine
dietary counseling
bodywork
reflexology
cupping
health insurance accepted

CHINESE MEDICINE

Katy Willis, LAc

541-602-8172

Netflix has had many successes 
in its original programming 

slate. Unbreakable Kimmy 
Schmidt, Grace and Frankie, and 
Orange Is the New Black were 
huge comedy successes, while 
Bloodline, House of Cards, and 
Daredevil have brought success 
in the dramatic genre. And of 
course there have been dozens 
of excellent documentaries and 
stand-up comedy specials.

But nearly all of those and Netflix’s 
other hits were either remakes, 
adaptations, or just quality 
shows that are not in any way 
groundbreaking. Which isn’t a 
knock—some of the greatest 
shows ever were just really great at 
doing something that had already 
been done to death.

Netflix does have one 
unbelievably unique original 
property, though, that has not 
been getting the publicity and 
praise it deserves since its release 
in June. While it was quietly 
renewed for a second season last 
week, I was just discovering the 
first season, and now it’s all I can 
talk about. If you haven’t seen 
Sense8 yet, you’ve been missing 
the best show Netflix has made, 
and the most original show on TV.

To begin with, Sense8 (which 
I concede off the bat is a 
terrible title) is as low concept 
as they come, and I can’t even 
fathom how the Wachowskis, 
the enigmatic sibling directors 
of The Matrix saga and Cloud 
Atlas, pitched the show to Netflix 
execs. Co-conceived and written 
by fellow sci-fi royalty J. Michael 
Straczynski, creator of Babylon 5, 
the show is about eight strangers 
from all over the world who 
discover they have a deep and 
incredibly bizarre bond. That’s the 
best I could do for a fast version.

The bond they have is that their 
minds are linked (and super-
powered) and they have all 
sorts of weird new abilities like 
astral projection, mind-reading, 
possession, and others. The powers 
are activated all of a sudden 

at different points in the harried 
lives of the eight strangers living in 
Kenya, India, Germany, Mexico, 
the United States, South Korea, 
and England. They manifest in 
uncontrollable and increasingly 
surprising, not to mention powerful, 
ways. But very slowly as the show 
progresses, they become focused 
and a shadowy cabal dead set 
on the capture and de-powering 
of the eight reveals itself at 
molasses pace. 

But the twist, and insanely enough 
the mind-melding isn’t the twist, 
is that the show is only a sci-fi 
show as like a sixth or seventh 
priority. Primarily the show is a 
drama about different people 
finding the strength to overcome 
their personal obstacles. These 
obstacles range from career and 
family dysfunction to gender and 
sexual identity, political, criminal, 
and cultural obstacles, and the 
giant of destiny lurking over the 
horizon. 

If I were to describe the show to a 
stranger I would call it a dramatic 
comedy about living in the 21st 
century and beyond. And it may 
be the first wholly original offering 
Netflix has created, and the most 
exciting thing on TV right now.  

This isn’t to say that it doesn’t 
have flaws. In between the mind-
blowing concepts are the rote 

scenes of action that sometimes 
feel a bit contrived. The writing 
isn’t always without embarrassingly 
cheesy lines. But the value of a 
show that takes real risks and tries 
new concepts while appealing to 
a worldwide audience is almost 
impossible to overstate.

Sense8 has protagonists that 
should appeal to both women 
and men of nearly every cultural 
persuasion. It has trend-defining 
storylines about LGBT characters 
that stretch beyond anything 
seen on TV before. I did find some 
of the “sexiness,” a word I put in 
quotations because I’m not sure 
it really exists on TV, to be tiring, 
but some of it to be genuinely 
fascinating and actually in service 
of the story unlike the “sexiness” 
on popular shows like Game of 
Thrones.

The numbers on viewership for 
Sense8 haven’t been as robust 
as on other Netflix originals, 
and the production costs are 
extreme for the globetrotting 
sci-fi amalgamation. But Netflix 
wisely re-upped for a second 
season promising more insanity 
and surprises and cementing the 
network as a vanguard for the 
future of the medium.

All 12 episodes of the first season 
of Sense8 are available to stream 
on Netflix.

EntErtainmEntal
Netflix Finally Blazes a Trail with Sense8

By Ygal Kaufman
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Locally Owned...  

Shop Regionally 

Sourced Foods
Amazing  

Selection of  

the Best Stuff!

Knowledgeable, Helpful Staff...  That Know What They’re Talking  About

Dogs & Cats UniteD!

hElP WAnTED:   
Advertising Consultant/
Business Manager
Rewarding work collaborating with the people 
that help to support our newspaper. Join our 
eclectic team of creative professionals and 
make a difference in your community.

Experienced or, that just right trainee.  
Compensation is negotiable based on 
experience a choice of either full or part-time. 

If you would like more information, please reply with....
* Your work history
* A brief synopsis of what you believe you can  

bring to The Advocate
* Your phone number and email address

Reply to:  
publisher@corvallisadvocate.com

AdvocAteth
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www.firstalt.coopSouth Corvallis
1007 SE 3rd St.

North Corvallis
29th & Grant Ave.

Check out our website for  
more weekly specials!

sale period:
August 19th - August 25th

First Alternative
NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Seedless 
Grapes 
ORGANIC 
Mouth-popping 
perfection! The 
perfect carrying 
around snack.  
Red or Green 
varieties included. 
reg. $3.99/lb 

$2.49/lb

Specialty 
Melons
ORGANIC 

Choose from Canary, 
Magenta, Charentais, 

Tuscan, Galia,  

Snow Leopard,  
or Piel de Sapo.  

Limited  
availability. 

reg. $1.49/lb 
$1.29/lb

Cantaloupe 
ORGANIC 

Such a refreshing and  
tasty snack  

for these  
hot summer days!  

reg. 99¢/lb 

79¢/lb

Pluots 
ORGANIC 
Deliciously ripe  
and ready to enjoy. 
reg. $2.99/lb 

$1.99/lb

Gingergold 
Apple 

ORGANIC 
Crisp, cream-colored,  

sweet flesh.  
Great for  

both fresh  
eating or pies! 

reg. $1.99/lb 

$1.79/lb

Broccoli 
ORGANIC 
Versatile, delicious, 
and nutritious. 
Steam it lightly or 
add it raw to salad. 
reg. $2.99/lb

$1.99/lb

Green  
Onion 

ORGANIC 
Add to your 

omelette, salad,  
burrito, or soup! 

reg. $1.79/ea 

75¢/ea

Valencia 
Oranges 

ORGANIC 
Sweet and  

vitamin-rich. Great  
for juicing! 
reg. $2.99/lb 

79¢/lb

Green Beans 
ORGANIC 
Great side dish, steamed  
and lightly dressed with  
your favorite vinaigrette! 
reg. $3.99/lb

$2.99/lb

August 
20th

*not valid with other offers

Show us your School Staff ID and 
Save 10% on one entire purchase*.

School Staff
Appreciation Special
August 17 - September 6

301 SW Madison • Corvallis • 541.757.0875
Facebook.com/footwisecorvallis
Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-5


