
pa
g

e 
7

pa
g

e 
4

pa
g

e 
6

AdvocAteth
e c

or
va

llis

Free every Thursday  I  www.corvallisadvocate.com  I  May 7-14, 2015

ChiCken 
Fight
Corvallis’ 
Free range vs 
Big ChiCken

Cell Phone  
Comparo

gMo vote: Final 
stretch Wranglings

lBCC graphic  
arts Degree Fix



2 | Corvallis Advocate

You can schedule 
The Agrestic Annex 
Clinic appointments  
now at www.
theagrestic.com or 
call 541.602.CARD

May 17
June 21
July 19

Every day, 10am • 9pm
1665 SE 3rd St, Corvallis
facebook.com/theagrestic 
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One might think a series of public 
debates would challenge opposing 

factions beyond their talking points, but 
not so much with this 
proposed set of laws, one 
moderator even admitting 
to not having read this 
relatively short measure 
before the debate, which 
highlights a problem with 
the consideration of 2-89. 
This is a complex issue, the measure as 
written raises serious questions and, both 
sides seem to be hoping we’ll all just vote 
our preconceived notions. 

For instance, this measure’s Section 
3(b) reads, “It shall be unlawful for any 
corporation or governmental entity to 
engage in the use of genetically engineered 
organisms within Benton County.” 

2-89 proponents have rationalized that 
a local judge’s blessing for the measure’s 
ballot inclusion equals its only about food 

and not research, opponents posit the 
question will be answered in higher courts 
only looking at black letters of the measure, 

not intent. 

So, what’s a voter to do? Well, 
if you are for the proposed ban, 
but not at the cost of research 
at OSU, you will probably vote 
against this measure and hope 
proponents rewrite it for a future 

electoral try. In other words, why risk 
it when a later try could include explicit 
exemptions? And, don’t mineralize the risk, 
from a purely grammatical standpoint, the 
concerns for OSU research should be seen 
as substantive. 

There may be a sense that all GMO 
research has to do with the very uses 
measure proponents would like to stop, but 
that is not the case.  Genetic engineering 
has moved to medical research, for instance 
OSU is making breakthroughs that may 
render ALS survivable.  Even outside of 

research, one can envision local patients 
wanting treatments that involve genetically 
engineered organisms at local facilities.

Interestingly, proponents of 2-89 are on 
record saying they would prefer not to 
make this debate about human health 
ramifications, even though there is some 
evidence that not all genetic modifications 
to crops are benign in this respect.  
Fortunately, most analysts agree that a 
statewide labeling measure will return in 
2016 and that the anticipated increased 
turnout of a presidential election year bodes 
well for passage. 

Proponents for Measure 2-89 point to 
burdens foisted on GMO free farmers 
as genetically engineered seed from 
neighboring farms contaminate their crops, 
a relational issue between neighbors for 
which a society ruled by law can be asked 
to weigh in on.  The difficulty with this 
measure is the risk that it does quite a bit 
more than even its writers likely intended.

Co-authored by OSU College of 
Pharmacy professor Daniel Hartung 

and published in April’s 
Neurology, this is not your normal 
paper. After conducting the study 
informing his “Cost of Multiple 
Sclerosis Drugs in the US and 
the Pharmaceutical Industry,” 
Hartung concluded, “The 
marketplace for pharmaceuticals 
and health care in general is just 
totally dysfunctional.”

For instance, sophisticated drugs 
bought to treat the one percent of Medicare 
patients suffering from multiple sclerosis 
and various cancers may account for a 
quarter of Medicare’s annual prescription 
payments.

Not until last month did the FDA allow 
generic production of the multiple 

sclerosis drug Copaxone. No other 
generic versions of MS medicines 
have yet been approved. Hartung 
criticized corporate pharmaceutical 
patent holders, saying, “Drug 
companies can patent all sorts of 
different aspects of their drug, and 
the more things they patent, the 
more things they can potentially 
challenge other manufacturers for 
infringement on those patents.”

Hartung dismisses the notion that higher 
development costs of precision biogenic 
specialty drugs play a large role in 
higher prices for those drugs, compared 
to older compounds. With emotion 

uncharacteristic of a scientist, Hartung 
slams the current system, saying, “A lot of 
what’s been done, in the past decade, has 
had to go through the political process, 
and because of that, a lot of [regulation] 
that’s been passed has been very ‘pro-
pharmaceutical’ and ‘pro-industrial-
medical complex.’”

Specifically, Hartung pointed to 
the Medicare Modernization Act’s 
prescription drug plan, passed in 
2003 and implemented in 2006, which 
forbade Medicare from negotiating with 
pharmaceutical companies on drug prices.

Hartung envisions an affordability 
watchdog group being formed, preferably 
outside the FDA.

The Vegans & Vegetarians Association 
at Oregon State University won a 

complex battle for freedom of speech and 
animal rights the evening of April 30. After 
waiting a month for the administration of 
the OSU Memorial Union to grant them 
a permit, Vegans & Vegetarians had been 
denied at the last minute permission to 
show peta2’s ingeniously didactic exhibit, 
known as I, Chicken.

According to Bridget Dillon, tour 
administrator for peta2, I, Chicken is a 
virtual-reality experience that allows 
people to “literally see, hear, and feel what 
it’s like to be a small bird looking trouble 

in the eye.” OSU’s Vegans & Vegetarians 
had counted on being able to show the 
installation on April 28, in 
order to demonstrate for 
students a new depth of 
empathy for “one of the most 
abused and exploited animals 
on the planet.” The display 
was created for both young and 
old, and contains no graphic 
material, Dillon added.

The OSU MU’s refusal to grant the permit 
for I, Chicken led to outrage on the part 
of peta2, who, sensing discrimination, 
promptly brought in their legal counsel 

and ensured that OSU students would get 
to experience the exhibit. This threat of  

legal action, unexpected by OSU, 
appears to be the reason that 
administrators at the university 
finally agreed to let Vegans & 
Vegetarians run the installation 
the following week.

The I, Chicken exhibition was 
finally held on May 4 at the 

MU Plaza at OSU. Vegans & Vegetarians 
were thrilled to be able to continue with 
the event, while MU administrators Lisa 
Potvin and Deb Mott were unavailable for 
comment.

OptiOn: GMO Ban a Measure tOO Far?

Oh, nO YOu DiDn’t

the FiGht FOr I, ChICken

Final Stretch for 2-89 Brings Out the Worst

OSU Researcher Slams FDA and Pharma in Publication

OSU Chickens to Free Speech Legal Squawk

By Joel Hudson

By Paul Henry

By Kiki Genoa

Hearing about the Oregon filmmakers 
that were getting aid to Nepal, 
Corvallisite and self-professed medicine 
man Stan Burdich signed up, citing the 
need to be sure the people of Nepal 
weren’t being forced to eat GMO 
rations while they were praying for 
clean water and a tarp.

going to be too tired after getting your 
a*s rocked off by Foghat at the Benton 
County Fair this Aug.1 to attend the 
Albany Art & Air Festival the next day? 
Don’t worry, Daughtry is the big musical 
guest now that REO Speedwagon has 
pulled out. Yuck!

The Gazette-Times held a forum on 
Measure 2-89. More than 150 chuckle-
heads that already had their minds 
made up gathered to yell at each 
other about beets.

Residents and business owners of 
downtown Corvallis have come up 
with a possible solution to the homeless 
shelter problem: build something from 
scratch out near the airport. And 
we’re all very sure it’s about helping 
the homeless, rather than shipping the 
entire infrastructure out of town so the 
affluent aren’t offended.

The Samaritan Health Sciences campus 
in Lebanon has begun construction on 
a 10-foot concrete wall to block itself 
off from the rest of the city. Oh, sorry, 
that’s not for a few years.

proud Lebanon 18-year-old Libbie 
Hoene is an all-star athlete and 
Strawberry Festival Princess. She was 
featured in the Lebanon-Express on 
April 28 with a  whopping 523 words. 
However, this was all ruined when her 
mom commented and called her, and 
I sh*t you not, “Flibberflu.” I don’t know 
how many local hits that page has 
gotten, but it can’t be good.

On april 30, concerned citizens outside 
of the Lebanon Walmart called the 
police after they experienced a verbal 
assault from a young gentleman with 
headphones on. When officers arrived, 
however, they realized that he was just 
singing along to his music.

On april 27, a Lebanon High School 
student was caught drinking on school 
property. When counseled by an 
officer, an empty Coors Light can was 
found. The officer seriously should have 
told him not to drink that nasty sh*t.

Linn-BentOn 
Backwash 

By Johnny Beaver

Youth Is Our Future...  
GMO Fun

$
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HuFFpOST BeSTS ORegOnIanS 
HeLpIng nepaL wITH BOxIng 
gLOveS 
Filmmaker Sean O’Conner of 
Portland and Hood Riverite 
photographer Peter Marbach are two 
swell guys. They were part of a team 
that had gone to Kumari, a small 
farming district in Nepal, in order to 
help film a documentary about Nepali 
trekking guide Jagat Lama. They’ve 
now made the trip back, in a way... 
but not to film Jagat Lama 2: Electric 
Boogatloo. No tears, though! They did 
do the next best thing: get a bunch 
of emergency supplies, such as water 
purification tablets, solar chargers, 
medicine, etc. to those suffering the 
aftereffects of the quake.

After launching a grass-roots, online 
fundraising campaign just a short bit 
ago, they were able to get together 
all the supplies and send them along 
with Dr. Douglas McKeag of the 
Oregon Health Sciences University, 
where he and other medical staff will 
wield the Wand of Torach and weave 
wonders straight from the energy 
of the Earth. Or do doctor stuff, 
whichever.

Portland’s Mercy Corps aid group has 
about 100 people on the ground in 
Nepal already, and has sent a team 
to assess the situation in the greater 
Nuwakot region, which is where 
Kumari is located.

One of the poorest nations on Earth, 
over a third of their citizens make 
less than 25 cents a day. Nepal is 
facing what experts believe to be 
a $5 billion repair bill. The quake, 
estimated to register a 7.9 on the 
Richter scale, killed over 7,000 
people, injured at least double that 
amount, and has displaced  countless 
people with the destruction of 
hundreds of thousands of houses.

The story following this disaster is, 
at the time of this writing, ninth 
down on Huffington Post’s website. 
Just below a story about a race horse 
and two stories below the 11 most 
important statistics we’re supposed to 
remember before a big boxing match.

pORTLand’S May day 
deMOnSTRaTIOn geTS SpIcy 
And  by spicy, I mean a bunch of 
protesters were jazzed in their 
faceballs by pepper spray-wielding 
police. As always, a violent minority 
showed up to an otherwise peaceful 
process, throwing chairs and other 
things at police. When the protest 
took an unplanned route (I love how 
protests have to be permitted...), the 
boys and girls in blue closed down 
the Burnside Bridge for about half an 
hour to block them.

It was also reported that about 100 
protestors clashed with police near 
Pioneer Courthouse Square. In its 

most dramatic moment, an unmarked 
SUV full of coppers was barricaded 
by the unwashed masses until some 
bicycle officers caught air off some 
sweet jumps, landed in a power-slide, 
sparks flying everywhere, and led the 
SUV to safety. Flash grenades were 
chucked at the crowds to help allow 
the police trapped within to get away 
safely.

What was the protest about again?

BReak OuT THe FIRe  
MaRSHaL BILL cLIpS 
It’s fire season, ladies and gentlemen! 
The Interagency Fire Center (IFC) 
has published their 2015 forecast 
and it looks like in July and August 
we might be the guest of honor at 
our own barbecue, if ya know what I 
mean! And if you don’t, I meant we 
might burn to death because the fire 
season shows a general moisture level 
that’s lower than it has been in a 
quarter of a century.

While the fancy fuel moisture value 
rigmarole isn’t the only factor in 
determining fire season susceptibility, 
it is among the most important. One 
major contributing factor to all of 
this is the 10 to 20 percent shrunken 
snowcap, considering as things heat 
up there is a lot less snow to melt and 
rehydrate the forests.

Corvallis had some scares last year 
and so it might be time to brush up 

on 
fire 
safety. Or, 
“Don’t throw lit 
stuff in the field near 
Timberhill.”

nuMBeR OF LunaTIcS In  
ORegOn decReaSeS 
For the first time in about 10 years, 
the number of children receiving non-
medical exemptions from vaccinations 
has decreased. The Oregon 
Immunization Program says this 
number is 17 percent, which sounds 
huge... but...

Turns out that last year the rules 
changed. Now if you want to profess 
your personal voodoo, you’ve got to 
get a form signed by your doctor, or 
watch an hour-long video online. I 
can see the thought process now... 
“deeply spiritual, personal beliefs... or 
getting out of watching a video...”

I guess we all now know which 
percentage didn’t want to watch the 
video. Oh well, it’s a step.

as the state turns
HuffPosts Gloves Up, Protest What, Feeling Toasty, Video Threat Works

By Johnny Beaver

IT geTS BeTTeR
24 HR SuIcIde HOTLIne
Benton county Mental Health crisis Line 
1-888-232-7192 www.NewMorningBakery.com

Monday - Saturday 7am- 9pm & Sunday 8am-8pm

Open For Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner!

219 SW 2nd, Downtown Corvallis
541-754-0181

Now Serving Full Breakfast on Weekends

www.NewMorningBakery.com
Monday - Saturday 7am- 9pm & Sunday 8am-8pm

OpenvForvBreakfast,v
vvLunch,v&vDinnerl

219 SW 2nd, Downtown Corvallis 541-754-0181

NowvServingvFullvBreakfastvDailyNowvServingvFullvBreakfastvDailyNowvServingvFullvBreakfastvDaily

April 18
to Nov. 25

Taste the farm-direct difference
at authentic farmers’ markets

Wednesdays
& Saturdays
1st & Jackson
9 AM-1 PM 

www.LocallyGrown.org

Also Saturdays 
in Downtown 

Albany!

Food becomes YOU. 
Be LocallyGrown.

Hard on Bugs,
Soft on You!
goodearthpest.com

(541) 753-7233
A LocAL FAmiLy Business
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Tax Return Preparation
Personal • Corporate • Estate • More!

757-1945
316 SW Washington
Corvallis

Since 1973

2250CLicense

Know Your Locals!

www.sustainablecorvallis.org | www.corvallisiba.org
541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD

MONDAY MADNESS
½ off Tap Beverages

With the purchase of any pizza. Dine in only. 
With or without coupon!

20110350_0323_2x3_MonMad_db.indd   1 3/22/2011   11:18:43 AM

541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD

MONDAY MADNESS
½ off Tap Beverages

With the purchase of any pizza. Dine in only. 
With or without coupon!

20110350_0323_2x3_MonMad_db.indd   1 3/22/2011   11:18:43 AM

541-752-5151
1045 NW KINGS BLVD

Researchers from OSU had success in 
the field taking their walking all-

terrain robot out for a spin. Their ATRIAS 
robot uses six electric motors which 
run off a lithium-ion battery (like your 
MacBook) roughly the size of a half-gallon 
milk carton (OK, maybe your MacBook 
from 15 years ago) to power its realistic 
animal elastic leg motion.

The human-sized bipedal box—bot was 
taken through its paces on a grassy field 
up and down hills, with some dodge balls 
being whipped at it to simulate… roving 
bands of jerks who might whip dodge balls 

at a person, I suppose. ATRIAS showed off 
its grace by correcting its step and staying 
astride throughout the barrage.

The researchers behind it, including 
Jonathan Hurst, a professor in OSU’s 
mechanical engineering department, say 
the robot is the closest yet to simulating 
human movement.

“Animals with legs sort of flow in the 
energy used, in which retained kinetic 
energy is just nudged by very efficient 
muscles and tendons to continue the 
movement once it has begun,” said Hurst 
in a press release. “That’s part of what’s 

unique about ATRIAS—not just that it 
can walk, and will eventually run—but 
that it’s doing so with animal-inspired 
fluidity of motion that is so efficient.”

This project was born of a $4.7 million 
grant from the extremely science fiction-y 
sounding Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA), and has 
potential applications in several fields, 
particularly prosthetics.

But of course that’s just how they 
sugarcoat it to sell it to the masses. 
Obviously we all know these robots will 
kill us all…

In early April, Linn-Benton Community 
College administrators blamed a failure 

in registration and scheduling protocol 
for putting the degree 
paths and credit 
requirements for up 
to 20 degree-seeking 
students in limbo 
for weeks. After an 
LBCC dean revealed 
to students enrolled in 
the college’s three-
year graphic arts 
program that their 
program did not exist and might not have 
ever existed, students continued traveling 
from homes across the region to attend 
the competitive classes. Several anguished 
students fell ill, and others mourned a 
loss of creativity, focus, and confidence. 
Worry and disbelief dripped from students 
scheduled to graduate this year.

As administrators scrambled to rectify the 
omission, some students were informed 
that they’d be receiving general education 
diplomas, instead of degrees that 
specified their graphic arts training and 
coursework. Students complained about 
an opaque administrative process, a lack 
of reliable information, and conflicting 
accounts from staff, and they also 

expressed concern for graphic arts faculty 
jobs.

gOOd newS, LBcc wILL Make  
gOOd; HeRe’S HOw 
Dale Stowell, executive director of 
institutional advancement at LBCC, 
assured this reporter that all LBCC 
students who had “expressed interest” 
in the intensive three-year program 
would be allowed to finish all required 
courses. Stowell blamed a communication 
breakdown for the error that led some 
students to question both the meaning 
and value of their LBCC coursework. 
Under no uncertain terms, Stowell 
guaranteed to offer a full “teach-out” and 
to staff necessary courses to allow even 
current first-years the opportunity to 
pursue the technical degree.

Also, since a graphic arts program had 
once existed at LBCC as a specialization 
available to visual communication 
students, Stowell guaranteed that “Visual 
Communications/Graphic Arts” would 
appear on student diplomas. Stowell 
could not guarantee that current faculty 
would necessarily be retained to staff 
“teach-out” courses, and had no comment 
regarding the status of state funds that 
may have been allocated or disbursed to 
the phantom program. Stowell would not 

discuss rumors of offers of tuition refunds 
or offers of student loan forgiveness.

Stowell said, “Once something goes in to 
the catalog, everybody has every reason to 
believe that it’s a program. So our faculty 
saw it in the catalog—they believed it 
was a program—our advisors saw it, our 
students saw it, and so that missed hand-
off which allowed it to go in the catalog 
set off a string of dominoes.” As far as 
the “missed hand-off,” Stowell said the 
administrators “identified a flaw that we 
needed to fix. We believe that we have the 
process in place now to fix it, and this will 
not happen again. We have this resolved.”

Learning about Stowell’s statement 
only by word of mouth, students were 
frustrated anew by staff’s seeming 
inability or refusal to document and 
communicate administrators’ assurances 
in writing. One senior student—a mother 
of two—had declined a high-paying job 
three years ago, choosing instead to enroll 
in the highly regarded LBCC program. 
She now says she regrets that decision 
and questions the market value of the 
alternative diploma offered. Another 
student—a mother who had long dreamed 
of attending college—also expressed 
disbelief and shock at the magnitude of 
the clerical snafu. 

this week in ‘the Future wiLL kiLL us’

LBcc DeBacLe tO Be FixeD

The Future Will Definitely Kill Us

College Says There Will Be a Graphics Degree for Beleaguered Students

By Sidney Reilly

By Paul Henry

What’s the first thing you think of 
when I say “carry the pizza,” “cherry 

picker,” “d-pole,” “2 hole,” or “cup 
check?” 
If you said 
NCAA 
lacrosse, you 
may already 
be a fan. If 
not, this is a 
great time to 
jump on the bandwagon.

The Oregon State University Men’s 
Lacrosse program just finished their 
regular season with an unprecedented 
perfect record. They are 10-0 and 
currently ranked #4 in the nation. 
The Beavers are the only team in the 
Pacific Northwest Collegiate Lacrosse 
League (PNCLL) without a loss. These 
student-athletes might not get the same 
publicity as their football or basketball 
counterparts, but they compete against 
many of the same schools. In addition 
to beating teams from five other PAC-12 
schools, Corvallis’ best also took out the 
University of Portland, Cal Poly, Idaho, 
Simon Fraser University, and absolutely 
de-twigged the Montana Grizzlies 21-4.

That’s the last of the lacrosse slang, I 
promise. 

Now it’s playoff season. But, the program 
needs additional financial support to 
help cover the costs associated with the 
Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse Association 
(MCLA) National Championship 
Tournament. As a club team, the squad 
is funded almost exclusively by player 
dues and donations. They are calling for 
help from the community to cover travel 
expenses for the athletes and coaches. 
With a lofty goal of raising $30,000 by 
Thursday, May 28, there’s no time to 
waste. 

Follow the team or make a tax-
deductible donation at http://proj.
at/1P7jQQt. 

Beaver BaLLers 
neeD a hanD

By Dave DeLuca

Undefeated Lacrosse Club 
Headed to Playoffs

Dale Stowell
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Cell phones are an outright necessity 
these days. Whether you go all in 

with a fully featured smartphone or if 
you opt for the bare-bones pay-as-you-
go device, you probably have a cellular 
device rumbling in your pocket right 
now. With the unending amount of 
devices and plans on the market today, 
it can be hard to maneuver through it 
all to find out what is best for you. 

So, let’s take a look at the providers 
available in Corvallis and give you a 
basic rundown of what each can do for 
you, give them a little background, and 
then identify something special about 
them, local or otherwise. 

Caveat: since there are hundreds of 
different plan and cell phone combos, 
we’ll simplify things a bit, identifying 
some top possibilities first, and then 
our picks for best overall value in a cell 
phone plan and the best overall device 
on the Corvallis market today. 

With all that said, let’s get this game 
started.

veRIzOn – SuppORT In nuMBeRS 
Right off the bat, the most interesting 
aspect of Verizon in Corvallis is the 
sheer number of retailers, specialty or 
otherwise, that carry their phones and 
plans. With stores like GoWireless, 
Mobile Zone, Phone Plus, and more, 
Verizon customers can be guaranteed 
some sort of brick-and-mortar support 
when it’s needed and that’s a huge plus. 
Their data speeds are top-notch as well, 
but there are some shady practices at 
play at Verizon, with hefty “activation 
fees” and the like hidden from most of 
their advertisements. Be cautious.

T-MOBILe – SHakIng up THe ceLL 
pHOne nORM 
A few years back, T-Mobile shook up 
the scene by breaking free of the yearly 
contract. They have been followed by 
a number of their competitors, but 
T-Mobile has proved time and again 
that they listen to their consumers. 
They are still far from perfect, but they 
forced the industry to change and that’s 
commendable. T-Mobile also holds one 
of the only truly unlimited data plans, 
along with Sprint, so if you’re looking 
for heavy data use, T-Mobile should be 
on your radar. In Corvallis, there are 
some odd connection issues, but for the 
most part it shouldn’t be an issue.

aT&T – THe OLd FavORITe 
AT&T has been in the business for 
a long, long time, with their roots 
found in the original Bell Telephone 
Company. Their importance in the 
industry has carried through the years, 
with exclusivity deals for a variety of 

devices and a consistent first-place 
hold on the market since 2013. Because 
of that, it’s no surprise that AT&T’s 
network has been consistently speedy 
and high quality, meaning an overall 
good experience for the consumer.

SpRInT – STRuggLIng TO STay 
ReLevanT 
As the mobile device industry has 
continued to evolve, Sprint, originally 
right alongside AT&T and Verizon in 
terms of popularity, has essentially 
grown irrelevant. Sprint’s biggest 
deal right now is the “cut your plan 
in half” promotion, and they’re 
hoping it brings them back into the 
spotlight. Customers can bring in 
plans from either AT&T or Verizon, 
and Sprint promises to cut the rate in 
half. Through that, Sprint promises 
to pay off whatever fees are needed 
to break your contract with your old 
provider,waive any activation fees they 
require, and even offer a $75 American 
Express reward card. It all sounds like 
an attempt to stay relevant against the 
efforts of AT&T and T-Mobile, but the 
perks seem more than worth it.

BeST pLan 
There are an insane amount of plans on 
the market to date, whether month-to-
month based or stuck to the antiquated 
yearly contract, and it can be hard 
to sort through what you need. But 
if I were to label any one plan as the 
best—and I’m looking at value here—it 
would be either Sprint or T-Mobile’s 
unlimited plans. Sprint comes in at $60 
per month for unlimited talk, text, and 
data and T-Mobile will run you $80 per 
month for the same. Sprint is a nice 
cheaper alternative, but T-Mobile’s 
data speeds are much higher than what 
Sprint provides. While $80 per month 
can seem a bit steep, both providers 
promise to be truly unlimited and that 
may be worth the investment.

BeST devIce 
When it comes to the best device 
available, it all revolves around 
personal need. If you simply need 
a device to make phone calls, you 
can grab at the bottom of the barrel 

and come away happy. If you want a 
smartphone to serve as an accessory to 
your day-to-day life, you are stuck with 
a million options.

Then there is the never-ending debate 
over Apple or Android. The best way 
to summarize that discussion is ease 
of use against freedom. If you want 
complex customization and the freedom 
to do whatever you want with your 
device, stick with Android. If you want 
a device that is consumer-friendly 
and will be supported for years after 
purchase, while being held back by 
Apple’s restrictive parts, the iPhone 
might be up your alley.

Personally, I believe the Samsung 
Galaxy S5 is a perfect device for the 
current mobile landscape. Boasting a 
beautiful AMOLED five-inch screen 
and a powerful 2.5 GHz CPU, the 
Galaxy S5 is a powerhouse. On top 
of that, its successor, the Galaxy S6, 
is incoming and will lead to a drop in 
price for the S5. If you are looking for a 
device that can withstand anything you 
throw at it, the S5 will do just fine.

FInaL THOugHTS 
If you want to operate outside of 
the big companies, there are a few 
alternatives. They range from Wi-Fi 
calling through services like Skype 
and Viber to pay-as-you-go phones 
that allow you to pay only for what you 
absolutely need. But these things are 
usually only good in the short term, as 
the overall costs build up over time.

Cell phones are necessary but the 
process behind choosing which provider 
to align yourself with is growing harder 
and harder every day. What it comes 
down to is what each individual is 
looking for in the end. There are so 
many plans, so many devices, and the 
mobile landscape is ever-changing. 
There is no clear winner, though 
T-Mobile has done me well over the 
years and their efforts to change the 
contract schemes that some providers 
still maintain feels worthy of my 
loyalty.

If you’re looking for affordability, turn 
your eyes to a pay-as-you-go plan or 
AT&T. If you’re looking to put heavy 
use into your mobile device, then look 
towards T-Mobile and Sprint, thanks 
to their unlimited data plans. If 
you’re looking for support in numbers, 
you’ll find Verizon to be king here in 
Corvallis.

Just keep your eyes open for the best 
deals and play the negotiation game, 
and you should end up fairly satisfied.

ceLL phOne shOwDOwn
Spoiler Alert: The Winner Is... It Depends

By Nathan Hermanson
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I recently stopped in Fred Meyer to 
find the cheapest chicken I could. 

I saw chicken breast, chicken thighs, 
and whole chicken, each wrapped in 
glistening plastic. The cheapest whole 
chicken I found ran just $1.39 per 
pound. But the work it took to make that 
chicken $1.39 per pound doesn’t look as 
pretty as it does in the store.
That chicken likely lived a six-week 
existence crammed into a cavernous 
warehouse known as a confined animal 
feeding operation. Many of these 
facilities are operated by Tyson Foods, 
which slaughters 42.5 million chickens 
each week. In these facilities, birds are 
packed by the hundreds of thousands 
into vast buildings of 20,000 square 
feet or more, the stale air flush with the 
odors of ammonia and feces. Often with 
only half a square foot to themselves, 
these birds have so little space they must 
wallow in their own dusty feces. Waste 
management and associated diseases 
are a huge challenge here. According to 
a 2008 report by the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, considerably greater amounts 
of antibiotics are used on the livestock 
population than for the treatment of 
human diseases in the United States. 
But industrial agribusiness wants 
you to look away. Many states have 
implemented what are known as “ag gag 
laws” that make it illegal to film in an 
animal facility without consent of the 
facility’s owner. 
The National Chicken Council claims 
these “grow-out houses” are meant to 
keep birds healthy and the meat safe 
to eat. This business model certainly 
provides remarkably cheap chickens. 
But is this how you want to spend your 
money? 
Now imagine a different scenario. I 
visited the Corvallis Farmers’ Market 
on a sunny Saturday as dogs and 
children played around me in the fresh 
air. Tangles of relaxed crowds talked 

with farmers as they browsed stands 
piled with onions, chard, and potatoes. 
Amid this melee, I found Red Bird 
Acres, where I said hello to farmers 
Robin and Laura Sage. They’re here 
every Saturday, the sixth day of their 
work week. There were only two whole 
chickens left in the cooler on this busy 
day and I purchased one. These pastured 
chickens come at a price: $5.25 per 
pound. It’s not an easy decision to spend 
that much on poultry that can be had 
elsewhere for $1.39 per pound. I’m not 
made of money.
But this chicken is different. 
And others agree. 
This spring, Robin and Laura started a 
Barnraiser campaign to crowdfund new 
chicken-processing equipment. On the 
Barnraiser website, people raise money 
to fund projects for farms, a kind of 
agriculture-oriented Kickstarter. But it’s 
an all-or-nothing proposition; farmers 
must meet their fundraising goal by a 
certain deadline or they get none of the 
money. 
In this case, the community stepped 
up to support this couple’s agricultural 
vision. The Sages exceeded their goal and 

raised $11,100 for the new equipment. 
The couple will purchase stainless steel 
tables, a scalding plucker, water heaters, 
an ice machine, and refrigeration and 
restaurant equipment. They will move it 
all into the processing facility formerly 
used by Tyler and Alicia Jones at Afton 
Field Farm. The building in Corvallis is 
lined floor to ceiling with glass windows 
to flood it with natural light.

Such a gift couldn’t have come at a 
better time, they said—during the height 
of the season, they will slaughter 50 
chickens per week. And Tyler and Alicia 
had recently left Afton Field to farm 
in Washington, giving the Sages their 
empty warehouse. 

I visited Red Bird Acres in Philomath 
the other week to see just what makes 
these chickens so special. 

You’d hardly know the farm’s tucked 
away on a country road there. A sign out 
front said merely, “sale pending.” You 
see, Robin and Laura lease this land on 
acreage shared by other farmers. They 
lease it on a work trade; Robin takes 
care of the cattle. He also holds down a 
day job at Tyee Wine Cellars, but this is 
no hobby farm. 

This young couple—Robin will be 32 
and Laura turns 34 this summer—has 
never farmed before. They came to this 
life from 10 years as emergency medical 
technicians and outdoor educators. 
Robin interned at several farms, then 
completed a year-long internship at 
Afton Field Farm in 2013, where he 
met the owner of their current property. 
Here, Robin and Laura raise chickens, 
pigs, and a market vegetable garden. 
“We like the people here and people 
really support us,” Robin said. “We want 
to continue to provide good food for the 
community and more than that, do it 
responsibly. We just want to raise food 
the way we want to see it raised.”
For them, farming the way it’s been done 
for centuries is a radical act. Get Robin 
started on the industrial agriculture, 
GMOs, and the Benton Food Freedom 
Initiative, and he’ll ignite with so much 
passion that he’ll let a few curses fly. Far 
from getting frustrated with the system, 
though, this couple has put their money 
where their mouths are, so to speak. 
Trouble is, there’s just not much money 
in this kind of farming. 
“We’d love to own our own land one day, 
but in the bigger scheme of things that 
seems like a pipe dream,” Robin said. 
“We’re essentially peasant farmers who 
work the land of others. The real estate 
market is such that it’s a real uphill 
battle for people like us.”
There are other challenges, too. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture allows 
an exemption for operations like theirs 
from continuous, bird-by-bird federal 
inspection of up to 10,000 birds per year. 
The processing facility must still follow 
food safety guidelines. There is no such 
exemption for small producers for hogs, 
though, so the Sages can only sell whole 
pigs, not individual cuts of pork. 
Location is another problem. Without 
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Our water surpasses all state and federal requirements.  
We strive to provide the best water possible.

Download the 2015 Water Quality Report at
 www.CorvallisOregon.gov/WaterReport

Water Quality Report  
Corvallis Public Works 
PO Box 1083 
Corvallis OR  97339-1083

El Informe de la Calidad del Agua en Corvallis 
de 2015 ya está disponible para descargar.  

¡Es información importante!

To request a paper copy, call 541-766-6916 
or send your name and address to: 

The Corvallis Water System 
provides a reliable supply of high 

quality drinking water.

  We are pleased to report on our 
annual testing in accordance with 
EPA and Oregon Drinking Water 

Program guidelines.  

a processing facility nearby, they must 
travel to slaughter their animals. But 
the closest USDA-licensed facilities are 
at least 45 minutes away, Laura said. 
Thanks to the success of the Barnraiser 
campaign, the Sages now only have to 
drive a short distance to the Afton Field 
Farm warehouse to slaughter their 
chickens.
Moreover, they must educate their 
customers to change perceptions of the 
value of pastured poultry. 
“People are used to paying premium 
prices for grass-fed beef steak, but 
they’re not as on board with those prices 
for pastured chicken. But chicken’s got 
this amazing home economy; a whole 
roast chicken can provide three meals,” 
Laura said. 
On processing days, the Sages get to the 
farm from their home in Corvallis by 
4:30 a.m. Other days, they’re on the farm 
by 7 a.m. They spend the day on tough, 
physical chores such as fence mending 
and moving the chickens from their 
coops in each pasture. They often won’t 
get back home until 8 or 9 at night.
Inside a barn where other people’s 
horses snort in the distance, this small 
operation began. One hundred fluffy 
yellow baby chicks swarmed together in 
one partitioned area of the barn across 
a sawdust-covered floor. Light was dim 
elsewhere in the barn, but under a hutch 

the chicks enjoyed well-lit warmth. 
Elsewhere in the field, the animals 
roamed in several fenced-in pastures. 
The Sages have adopted a free-range 
model where possible. First there are 
the hens, 10-week-old reddish-colored 
Freedom Ranger heritage breed 
chickens. 
“We raise these chickens almost twice 
the typical amount of time before 
harvesting them, at least six more 
weeks,” Robin said. “Hashtag slow food.”
Now with the ability to purchase their 
own processing equipment, that slow 
food model is easier. 
In the first pasture, Robin hefted a 
50-pound bag of Union Point non-GMO 
feed from Brownsville. He emptied out 
the feed in a long, straight line, so that 
the hens didn’t compete with each other. 
They instantly fanned into a straight 
line and rooted around in the grass to 
catch any remnants. 
“They’re intelligent in their own chicken 
way, in that they recognize Robin as food 
provider and they recognize me,” Laura 
said. “I’ve heard they can recognize up 
to 100 individuals, which is why we keep 
them in smaller flocks.”
They munched down the grass, then 
foraged for dandelions, bugs, and worms 
on rotated pastures. 
Next there are the Idaho pasture pigs; at 

10 weeks old they’re just piglets. This is 
the first year the Sages have added pork 
to their offerings. 
Robin got down on his knees in the 
grass. Like dogs, the piglets bounded 
up to him. Robin pet the scruff of their 
necks. But one piglet, whom they call 
Big Red, butted his short, upturned 
snout into the scene. 
“That’s just like Big Red, always getting 
so ‘jelly,’” Robin said to the jealous 
piglet, scratching his ears. 
Amid a wooded grove at the back of 
the property, their three-year-old boar, 
Buddy Boy, rooted around his large 
fenced area, wet and contented in the 
dim forest light. 
Back at one of the chicken pastures, 
Robin continued feeding the birds. 
Wherever he went, the birds followed, 
swarming eagerly for their food. But not 
all of the chickens got the memo that 
it was feeding time. Robin returns to 
their house in the center of the pasture, 
crouching down to take up the stray 
chickens into his arms so they can join 
the rest of the flock. 
This is the sort of farming $5.25 per 
pound buys. 
Now, with the money raised by their 
community for processing equipment, 
the Sages can do more of this. Will the 
community continue to support them?
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Thursday, May 7
Free range Open Mic and 
Fireball Whiskey Promo. Bombs 
Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 6 – 8 p.m. Free. 
This rotating event will move between Bombs Away 
Cafe and Cloud & Kelly’s Public House on alternating 
dates so that it occurs twice per month. For info, visit 
www.bombsawaycafe.com.

Investing for the World We Want. 
First Presbyterian Church, Dennis Hall, 114 SW 8th St. 
6 – 9 p.m. A presentation on the new Oregon law that 
allows all Oregonians to invest locally, featuring a 
keynote presentation by Marco Vangelisti. Sponsored 
by Corvallis Sustainability Coalition’s Economic 
Vitality Action Team, Willamette Innovators Network, 
and OSU Advantage Accelerator. For info, contact 541-
368-5206 or Anna.Walsh@oregonstate.edu.

Michelle hazelton. Peacock Bar & Grill, 
125 SW 2nd St. 7 – 8 p.m. No cover; tip jar show. 
Minors welcome till 8 p.m. Enjoy a late dinner or a 
few drinks with friends while listening to Hazelton’s 
acoustic styles.

Tribal style Bellydance. Odd Fellows 
Hall, 223 SW 2nd St. 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Cost: $10 
per class for series; $12 for drop-ins. Everyone  is 
welcome. The class is open to all ages and levels 
(teens dance for free).

rusty hinges. Calapooia Brewing Company, 
140 NE Hill St., Albany. 8 – 9:30 p.m. Folk, bluegrass, 
oldies, and country. For info, call 541-928-1931 or 
visit http://calapooiabrewing.com/blog/live-music-
and-events.

Infinite Improv. Cloud & Kelly’s Public 
House, 126 SW 1st St. 9 p.m. Fridays. Cost: $3 to $5. 
A hilarious off-the-cuff theater troupe. For info, visit 
http://cloudandkellys.com/music_and_nightlife.

Buckin’ Thursday Western Night. 
Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill, 140 NW 3rd St. 10 p.m. 
Cover: $2. For ages 21 and older. The premier Western 
night. For info, visit www.facebook.com/jackokoles.

FrIday, May 8
art in the Garden: Mother’s day 
Festival. The Thyme Garden, 20546 Alsea Hwy., 
Alsea. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. The event brings together 
artisans from all over Oregon. The music lineup will 
feature a wide range of musical talents like acoustic 
guitar and vocals, bluegrass, marimbas and horns. 
This year in addition to the Thyme Garden’s food 
booth, featuring the return of their famous rosemary-
feta infused burgers and herbal side dishes, ZIA will 
be serving up their irresistible burritos with fresh 
rolled tortillas. For info, contact 541-487-8671 or 
emilythyme@gmail.com, or visit www.thymegarden.
com.

Insight Meditation Group. Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Corvallis, 2945 NW Circle 
Blvd. 10:30 a.m. Free. A small, friendly meditation 
group practicing in the Insight Meditation (Theravada 
Buddhist) tradition. Everyone is welcome. For info, 
contact maryleigh.burke@gmail.com.

Music à la Carte. Memorial Union 

Lounge, 2501 SW Jefferson Way. 12 – 12:45 p.m. 
The Platypus Clarinet Orchestra. These “brown bag” 
concerts showcase a wide variety of musicians and 
performance ensembles. Bring a lunch or purchase 
something from one of several restaurants in the 
MU. For info, contact 541-737-4061 or erin.sneller@
oregonstate.edu.

Nature Walk and Bonfire. Tyee Wine 
Cellars, 26335 Greenberry Rd. 5:30 – 8 p.m. Enjoy an 
evening at Tyee Wine Cellars along Muddy Creek. This 
unique landscape is being actively restored to historic 
wet prairie and marshes by the Buchanan family, 
along with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Take a tour 
of Restoration Loop while you learn about ongoing 
restoration efforts, identifying native wildflowers 
and invasive weeds along the way. Bring a picnic, 
and delight in an evening of wine tasting and 
storytelling, all around a cozy bonfire. There will 
also be fun activities for the little ones including 
owl pellet dissection and an up close look at owl 
feathers. For info, call 541-753-8754 or visit http://
sustainablecorvallis.org/action-teams/natural-areas/
natural-areas-celebration-week.

Meet the author: ana Maria 
spagna. Grass Roots Books and Music, 227 SW 
2nd St. 6:30 p.m. Stop by for a reading and signing 
of Spagna’s 100 Skills You’ll Need for the End of 
the World (as We Know It). For info, visit www.
grassrootsbookstore.com.

spring Light Fundraiser. LBCC Benton 
Center, 757 NW Polk St. 7 p.m. Suggested donation: 
$10 ($5 for students). A reading and fundraiser 
benefiting the LBCC English Endowment Fund. Enjoy 
readings by LBCC’s English department faculty and 
students. A no-host bar of wine, beer, non-alcoholic 
beverages, and snacks will be available. Proceeds 
support visiting writers and student awards, including 
the LBCC Student Achievement Award. For info, call 
Karelia Stetz-Waters at 541-917-4556.

2015 spring Musical: Les 
Misérables. The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St. 7:30 p.m. Cost: $25 ($20 for students, seniors, 
and members). Special pricing on Mother’s Day. Les 
Misérables is an epic and uplifting story about the 
survival of the human spirit. The true modern classic 
is based on Victor Hugo’s novel and features one 
of the most memorable scores of all time. For info, 
visit www.majestic.org/2015-spring-musical-les-
miserables.

Chappel & holt. Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Folk and jazz. For info, 
visit http://imaginecoffee.net.

Flashback Friday. Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill, 
140 NW 3rd St. 9 p.m. Country music flashback with 
DJ Jess. For info, visit www.facebook.com/jackokoles.

Mayhem Fridays. Riley’s Billiards Bar 
& Grill, 124 SW Broadalbin St., Albany. 9 p.m. 
Featuring DJ Clint. For info, call 541-926-2838 or 
visit www.facebook.com/pages/Rileys-Billiards-Bar-
Grill/420896604690340.

space Neighbors. Bombs Away Café, 
2527 NW Monroe Ave. 9 p.m. Cost: $5. Corvallis’ 

own fab funksters are back with the force of 10,000 
suns to atomize apathy and blast everyone into a 
dancing frenzy. Dress like an alien. For info, visit www.
bombsawaycafe.com.

Lowdown. Cloud & Kelly’s Public House, 126 
SW 1st St. 10 p.m. Fridays. No cover. A festive dance 
party showcasing local DJs. For info, visit http://
cloudandkellys.com/music_and_nightlife.      

saTurday, May 9
WalkMs. Helen Berg Plaza, Jackson Ave. and 1st 
St. 9 a.m. Donations accepted. Take steps to create a 
world free of multiple sclerosis. One- and three-mile 
routes for all ages and abilities. Pre-event registration 
and continental breakfast begin at 9 a.m. The walk 
begins at 10 a.m. Donations fund MS research 
through National MS Society, Oregon Chapter. For info 
or to register, visit https://secure3.convio.net/nmss/
site/SPageNavigator/WLK_HOM_splash.html .

James Warren’s story Time for 
Kids. Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 10 
a.m. Free. For info, visit http://imaginecoffee.net.

raised Garden Box-Building 
Workshop. Bruce Starker Arts Park, 4485 
SW Country Club Dr. 10 a.m. Cost: $10 to $15. 
In part one of this two-part Bountiful Backyard 
series, learn how to build a raised garden bed in 
this hands-on demonstration workshop that covers 
lumber and hardware selection, required tools, 
and construction tips. All participants will take 
home a detailed instruction packet and raised bed 
constructed during the class will be raffled off at 
the end of the workshop. For info or to register, visit 
www.corvallisenvironmentalcenter.org/eci/events/
workshops.

raptor Conservation Program 
summer series Launch. Chintimini 
Wildlife Center, 311 NW Lewisburg Ave. 10 a.m. 
Donations appreciated. This weekly event will 
feature free-flying birds of prey, children’s activities, 
and conservation-themed talks suited for all ages. 
This week, take a trip around North America, 
learning about the falcons and hawks that share our 
continent. See falcons and hawks flying free. Learn 
why these raptors are so successful, what steps you 
can take to protect their habitats, and encourage their 
continued survival. Perfect for all audiences. For info, 
contact 541-745-5324 or Heeschz64@gmail.com.

dancing in the street. Corvallis Saturday 
Market, Monroe Ave. and 1st St. 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Join 
Rumbanana Salsa Group for Cuban salsa dancing 
in the sunshine. They’ll be dancing, mingling, and 
playing the best Timba music around. All are welcome 
to join in.

Vintage Bicycle show and swap 
Meet. Deluxe Brewing Company, Main Brewing 
Room, 635 NE Water Ave., Albany. 1 – 4 p.m. Cost: 
$5 for bike entry, $10 for a swap meet space. A 
collection of classic and unique bicycles will be on 
display. All vintage bicycles produced prior to 1989 
are eligible for registration. There will be awards 
in four categories: Best Rat/Custom, Best Vintage 
Original, Best Vintage Restored, and Best Race/

Road bicycle, in addition to an overall Best in Show 
award. Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit 
the Albany Regional Museum. For info or to register, 
contact albanybikeshow@gmail.com or visit www.
deluxebrewing.com.

dicemasters. MattCave, 425 SE Jackson 
St., Albany. 5 p.m. Every Saturday. DiceMasters is 
an all-new, cross-brand offering utilizing WizKids 
Games’ proprietary Dice Building Game platform 
where players collect and assemble their “team” of 
character dice and battle in head-to-head game play. 
For info, visit www.ilovespidey.com/heroclix.html. 

second saturdays Benefit 
Concert series. Sunnyside Up Café, 116 
NW 3rd St. 6 – 8 p.m. Suggested donation: $5 to $15. 
A benefit concert for the Solidarity Fair on My 30, to 
celebrate labor movements, people’s ongoing struggle 
for economic, social, and environmental justice and 
promote alliances among individuals and groups. 
Music will include The Bush Pilots, Ron Benshoof, Pete 
Kozak and Darrell Selvig. For info, call 541-740-4207.

2015 spring Musical: Les 
Misérables. The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St. 7:30 p.m. Cost: $25 ($20 for students, seniors, 
and members). Special pricing on Mother’s Day. Les 
Misérables is an epic and uplifting story about the 
survival of the human spirit. The true modern classic 
is based on Victor Hugo’s novel and features one 
of the most memorable scores of all time. For info, 
visit www.majestic.org/2015-spring-musical-les-
miserables.

The Enablers. Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Rock music. For info, 
visit http://imaginecoffee.net.

sonic Bent. Calapooia Brewing, 140 NW Hill 
St., Albany. 7:30 p.m. This band is inspired by music as 
diverse as the Allman Brothers, the Band, the Grateful 
Dead, Led Zeppelin, Steely Dan, and many others, 
spanning the 60s to present. Their original materials 
are an amalgam of these influences, too, making for 
high-energy shows and great fun for everyone. For 
info, visit http://calapooiabrewing.com/blog/live-
music-and-events.

Goldfoot. Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW 
Monroe Ave. 10 p.m. A blend of rock, funk, soul, 
and electronic dance music. For info, visit www.
bombsawaycafe.com.

The OutLetZ. Cloud & Kelly’s Public House, 
126 SW 1st St. 10 p.m. Fridays. Cost: $3 ($5 for two). 
A jammy eclectic night of funky rock and blues. For 
info, visit http://cloudandkellys.com/music_and_
nightlife.

suNday, May 10
yoga for recovery. Live Well Studio, 971 
Spruce Ave. 12:30 – 1:45 p.m. For recovery from 
substance abuse, eating disorders, codependency. By 
donation. For info, visit www.livewellstudio.com.

Blues Jam. Calapooia Brewing, 140 NW 
Hill St., Albany. 4 p.m. Every Sunday. Get out, 
get in, and get some on ya! For info, visit http://
calapooiabrewing.com/blog/live-music-and-events.

Body habitat Project. Bald Hill Farm, 
5700 SW Reservoir Ave. 4 p.m. Join Greenbelt Land 
Trust and LiveWell Studio in the sweet open spaces 
and white oak groves of Bald Hill Farm. Participants 
will stand as one, breathing, listening, sensing, 
remembering their human presence on the landscape 
and essence as part of the natural world. This will 
be the first performance in the series Return to 
Biophony, #1, filmed installations of humans on the 
landscapes of North America. For info, visit http://
sustainablecorvallis.org/action-teams/natural-areas/
natural-areas-celebration-week.

relax and recharge. Willamette 
Wellness Center, 6735 SW Country Club Dr. 5 – 6 p.m. 
Learn practical stress management techniques for use 
in daily life to relax, recharge, and remain centered 
within. For info, call 541-929-5555 or visit www.
fitnessover50.info/programming.html.

2015 spring Musical: Les 
Misérables. The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St. 2:30 p.m. Cost: $25 ($20 for students, seniors, 
and members). Special pricing on Mother’s Day. Les 
Misérables is an epic and uplifting story about the 
survival of the human spirit. The true modern classic 
is based on Victor Hugo’s novel and features one 
of the most memorable scores of all time. For info, 
visit www.majestic.org/2015-spring-musical-les-
miserables.

MONday, May 11
City Club Meeting. Boys & Girls Club, 
1112 NW Circle Blvd. Free. Cost for lunch from Baja 
Fresh: $10 for members, $15 for non-members. Three 
speakers will address questions about senior housing: 
Jim Moorefield, Executive Director, Willamette 
Neighborhood Housing; Lorene Hales, Administrator, 
Corvallis Caring Place; Jim Noel, member of the 
Over 65 Housing group of the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Corvallis. Registration is necessary only 
for lunch; contact info@cityclubofcorvallis.org with 
“City Club May 11” in the subject line by May 8. For 
info, visit www.cityclubofcorvallis.org.

Outpost 1000 Panel discussion. 
The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 2nd St. 12 – 1 p.m. 
inAUDIBLE, a panel discussion with artists, academics 
and arts program managers exploring art historical 
language surrounding “outsider art,” art world 
marginalization, and the effects of both on cultural 
equity.

The sprout Film Festival. The 
Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 2nd St. 4 and 7 p.m. This 
is a family-friendly event that shows artistic and 
memorable films featuring people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Each screening is 
about an hour long and both are a little bit different, 
so attendees are encouraged to come to both. For 
info, visit www.majestic.org/homelife-presents.

Five stones sangha: Mindful 
Meditation. Friends Meeting House, 3311 NW 
Polk Ave. 5:30 – 7 p.m. Five Stones Sangha meets 
regularly every week to practice meditations and 
strengthen mindfulness. For info, call 541-760-9760 
or visit www.fivestonessangha.org.

Pu’uwai O Ke Kuawa heart of 
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the Valley hula. First Baptist Church, 125 
NW 10th St. 5:30 – 7 p.m. Cost: $5 per class. First 
class is free. All shapes, sizes, and levels of ability are 
invited to try this gentle form of Hawaiian dance and 
expression. For info, call 541-908-9190 or visit www.
corvallishula.com.

heroclix: snips & snails & Puppy 
dog Tails. Matt’s Cavalcade of Comics, 2075 
NW Buchanan Ave. 5:30 – 8 p.m. Every Monday. For 
info, visit www.ilovespidey.com/heroclix.html.  

science Pub – Ocean 
acidification: Why Carbonate 
Chemistry Matters to Oysters 
and Other Organisms. Old World 
Deli, 341 2nd St. 6 – 8 p.m. OSU professor George 
Waldbusser will describe his research and what he 
and his team have discovered about the impact of 
increased ocean acidity on the oyster industry. His 
research has been supported by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Oregon Sea Grant and other agencies. 
For info, call 541-737-4717 or visit http://oregonstate.
edu/terra/science-pub-corvallis.

No drama discipline: dr. Tina 
Bryson. Corvallis High School Theatre, 1400 
NW Buchanan Ave. 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Solutions for 
child’s tantrums, tensions, and tears. Do children 
conspire to make their parents’ lives challenging? 
No--it’s their youthful brains calling the shots. Join 
child development specialist Dr. Tina Payne Bryson, 
bestselling author of No-Drama Discipline, as she 
demystifies the meltdowns and aggravation. Includes 
free child care during event. For info or to reserve 
child care by May 6 at 5 p.m., call 541-917-4899.

hoolyeh International Folk 
dance. 1180 SW 25th Ave., Albany. 7 p.m. Every 
Monday. Cost: $4. For info, contact 541-967-8017 or 
grholcomb96@gmail.com.

Prenatal yoga. Live Well Studio, 971 Spruce 
Ave. 7 – 8:15 p.m. Every Monday. Drop-in. Cost: 
$50 for 30-day intro offer. For info, visit www.
livewellstudio.com.

West african dance Class. Odd 
Fellows Hall, 223 SW 2nd St. Cost: $15 ($48 for four 
classes, $10 for students). High-energy rhythms live 
drumming. Some basic moves and dance sequences 
will be taught by Fode, one of Guinea’s best dancers. 
All dance levels welcome. For info, call 541-754-0521.

Bryson skaar. Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd. 7:30 p.m. Every Monday. Free. For 
info, visit http://imaginecoffee.net.

Presentation: Common 
seaweeds and Intertidal Plants. 
Avery House in Avery Park, 1200 SW Avery Park. 7:30 
p.m. Dr. Ally Barner will give a presentation about 
seaweeds and plants that are found on the Oregon 
Coast. For info, contact Jordan Brown at 253-820-
3934 or brownj@science.oregonstate.edu.

TuEsday, May 12
Grayhawk Perkins & Mezcal 
Jazz unit. The Whiteside Theatre, 361 SW 
Madison Ave. Performances: 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.; 
Full Concert: 6:30 p.m. Cost: $8 ($4 for members, 
children, and seniors, plus service fees). Grayhawk 
introduces himself and talks about his childhood 
in Louisiana, as a Native American member of the 
Muskogee Nation and Houma and Choctaw tribes. 

He speaks of his education by his grandparents and 
how he learned to be a storyteller. He tells one or two 
stories and invites the audience to participate, calling 
on students to take on roles. He ends his program 
teaching a song playing traditional instruments such 
as the rattle and drum. For info or tickets, visit www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/1198110.

Change your age: Ease Those 
aches and Pains. Yoga Center of Corvallis, 
111 NW 2nd St. 12 – 12:45 p.m. Runs Tuesdays 
through June 9. Cost: $10 per class or $40 for series. 
For people of all fitness levels whose activities are 
less enjoyable or possible due to discomfort, or who 
are concerned with posture or want to  experience 
increased flexibility, ease, and coordination as 
they move through the day. For info, contact Marg 
Bartosek at 541-286-4678 or margbartosek@gmail.
com.

Teen yoga. Live Well Studio, 971 Spruce Ave. 4 
p.m. All teens welcome, all levels. Free. For info, visit 
www.livewellstudio.com.

Lose 3,000 Pounds in a day: For 
Individuals. Corvallis Public Library, 645 NW 
Monroe Ave. 6:30 – 8 p.m. This is part of a two-part 
informative series addressing the practical strategies 
people use to make biking Corvallis a realistic 
possibility. Tonight’s program is geared toward 
anyone interested in incorporating more biking into 
their life; tomorrow’s program is geared more toward 
families. This series will include representatives from 
the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition, Corvallis Safe 
Routes 2 School, the Corvallis Bicycle Collective, and 
Greg Wilson from the City of Corvallis, all of whom 
are well informed on the issues bicyclists face and are 
avid bikers themselves. For info, call 541-766-6993.

dIy Bike repair & Maintenance 
Workshop: Bicycle Cables, 
Brakes & shifters. Corvallis Public Library, 
645 NW Monroe Ave. 7 – 8 p.m. Free. Brakes and 
shifters are essential to a properly functioning 
bicycle. Both braking and shifting systems are 
controlled by the use of cables. This workshop is 
designed to demystify this common maintenance 
item and educate attendees on the proper process of 
diagnosing and repairing cable problems. Bring a bike 
and get hands-on experience replacing and adjusting 
cables as well as brake pads and shifters. This class 
will include instruction for performing a pre-ride 
safety check. For info, call 541-766-6793.

Corvallis Community Choir 
rehearsals. Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 
2945 NW Circle Blvd. 7 – 9 p.m. Runs through June 9. 
Newcomers welcome. No audition required. Director: 
James Moursund. Cost: $50 per term or $5 per week. 
For info, contact 541-740-6068 or nonandjay1@
gmail.com, or visit www.corvalliscommunitychoir.us.

2 step Tuesdays. Riley’s Billiards Bar & 
Grill, 124 SW Broadalbin St., Albany. 7 – 11 p.m. Free. 
A night of down-home fun. For info, call 541-926-
2838.  

Celtic Jam. Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Every Tuesday. Free. For 
info, visit http://imaginecoffee.net.

Timba Tuesday. Impulse Bar & Grill,1425 
NW Monroe Ave. 7:30 p.m. No cover. Join the 
Rumbanana Salsa Group every Tuesday night after 
Rumbanana’s classes at Impulse Bar & Grill. A Cuban 
dance party held each week featuring the awesome 
music of Cuba. Under 21 can be at Impulse until 10 
p.m. For info, visit www.rumbanana.org. 

Trivia Night. Applebee’s, 1915 NE 4 Acre St. 
9 – 11 p.m. Every Tuesday. “What Do You Know?” 
trivia. Seven rounds with 10 questions per round. 
Different categories weekly. For info, visit www.
facebook.com/ApplebeesCorvallisOR.    

WEdNEsday, May 13
May repair Fair. OSUsed Store, 644 SW 
13th St. 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Bring broken items and 
questions for free repairs. For info, visit http://tiny.cc/
repair-fair. 

Meet the author: Marie Friend. 
Grass Roots Books & Music, 227 SW 2nd St. 7 
p.m. Stop by for a reading and signing of Friend’s 
Dreams: Mirrors of Your Soul. For info, visit www.
grassrootsbookstore.com.

Mr. Bill’s Trivia Night. Murphy’s 
Restaurant & Lounge, 2740 SW 3rd St. 7 – 10 p.m. 
The fun begins with a tuxedo-clad Mr. Bill inviting 
everyone to form a team and play trivia “Mr. Bill’s” 
style. For info, visit www.mrbillstrivia.com/index.html.

Cheap Night at the darkside 
Cinema. Darkside Cinema, 215 SW 4th St. Cost: 
$7 for all shows on Wednesday (and every day before 
6 p.m.). Bring a container for discounted prices on 
popcorn. For info, visit http://darksidecinema.com/
index.html.

Chuck holst and Gary rowles. 
Bombs Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 10 
p.m. Local pros bring two guitars and two voices 
and create infinite harmony. For info, visit www.
bombsawaycafe.com.

2015 spring Musical: Les 
Misérables. The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St. 7:30 p.m. Cost: $25 ($20 for students, seniors, 
and members). Special pricing on Mother’s Day. Les 
Misérables is an epic and uplifting story about the 
survival of the human spirit. The true modern classic 
is based on Victor Hugo’s novel and features one 
of the most memorable scores of all time. For info, 
visit www.majestic.org/2015-spring-musical-les-
miserables.

housed Wednesdays. Impulse Bar & 
Grill, 1425 NW Monroe Ave. 9 p.m. Every Wednesday. 
Features $3 drink specials and local DJs.

Thursday, May 7
2015 spring Musical: Les 
Misérables. The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St. 7:30 p.m. Cost: $25 ($20 for students, seniors, 
and members). Special pricing on Mother’s Day. Les 
Misérables is an epic and uplifting story about the 
survival of the human spirit. The true modern classic 
is based on Victor Hugo’s novel and features one 
of the most memorable scores of all time. For info, 
visit www.majestic.org/2015-spring-musical-les-
miserables.

slightly rebellious. Imagine Coffee, 
5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 7:30 – 9 p.m. Rock music. 
For info, visit http://imaginecoffee.net.

Wild hog in the Woods. Calapooia 
Brewing, 140 NW Hill St., Albany. 7:30 p.m. 
Kickin’ stringband music! For info, visit http://
calapooiabrewing.com/blog/live-music-and-events.

Miss Massive snowflake. Bombs 
Away Café, 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 8:30 p.m. Cost: $1 
to $5. Legendary songstress/musician brings classic 
folk rock and bluesy jazz back to BAC with special 
friends. For info, visit www.bombsawaycafe.com.

albany Farmers’ Market. SW 
Ellsworth St. and SW 4th Ave. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Runs 
through Nov. 21. Features fresh, locally grown, 
locally produced dairy, meat, and farm goods. For 
info, visit http://locallygrown.org/home.

Corvallis Farmers’ Market. 
NW Jackson Ave. and NW 1st St. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Saturdays and Wednesdays. Runs through Nov. 
25. Features fresh, locally grown, locally produced 
dairy, meat, and farm goods. For info, visit http://
locallygrown.org/home.

Fun-with-the-animals Work 
Party. Lighthouse Farm Sanctuary, 36831 
Richardson Gap Rd., Scio. Wednesdays: 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m.; Saturdays: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Free. For all ages 
and abilities. Work parties provide the sanctuary’s 
abused, abandoned, or neglected farm animals with 
clean water, bedding, and living conditions. No RSVP 
required; just show up wearing farm apparel and 
boots. For info, contact 503-394-4486 or volunteer@
lighthousefarmsanctuary.org.

albany historic Carousel and 
Museum. 503 W 1st Ave. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday. In the lobby, view 
finished animals and watch the painters work 
on a number of animals and other hand-crafted 
projects. In the carving studio, see and touch over 
two dozen carvings in progress. For info, visit www.

albanycarousel.com.

history Inspectors: Exhibit-
Based scavenger hunt. Albany 
Regional Museum, 136 SE Lyon St. Tuesday through 
Friday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Saturday: 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Free; donations accepted. Kids can discover 
the answers to Albany’s history while visiting 
the museum and earn the title of ARM History 
Inspector. Includes an activity sheet. For info, call 
541-967-7122 or visit www.armuseum.com/history-
inspectors.  

 ‘something Old, something 
Blue.’ Benton County Historical Museum, 1101 
Main St., Philomath. Tuesday through Saturday: 
10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Runs through Oct. 24. The 
exhibition showcases artifacts from the combined 
Horner Museum and Benton County Historical 
Society artifact collections, with an emphasis on the 
color blue. Sub-themes include blue in nature, art, 
fashion, school colors, uniforms, decorative arts, and 
more. The museum has also borrowed something 
new: man-made blue pigment from the Oregon 
State University Department of Chemistry. 

Whiteside Theatre Tour. Whiteside 
Theatre, 361 SW Madison Ave. 12 – 1 p.m. First 
Mondays. Cost: $5 (free for members). All tours 
start promptly. Once a tour enters the building 
the doors are closed and joining the tour is not 
permitted. Videography of any kind is not permitted. 

Admission is paid at the door on the day of the 
tour. For info or reservations, contact reservations@
whitesidetheatre.org with name, any special 
arrangements, and the number in the group.

Choreography by alexandra 
schaefers. The Arts Center, Corrine Woodman 
Gallery, 700 SW Madison Ave. 12 – 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. Runs through May 23. Schaefers 
celebrates the beauty of ordinary moments by 
combining poetry and visual art. For info, visit  
http://theartscenter.net.

The Majestic reader’s Theater. 
The Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 2nd Ave. 3 – 5 p.m. 
and 7 – 9 p.m. Cost: $10 ($8 for students and 
seniors). Last Sundays. The company will offer a 
production in the “reader’s theater” style: trained 
actors, with scripts in hand, make the play come 
alive through vocal talent, facial expressions, and 
minimal staging. Reader’s theater plays are a fun, 
accessible way to experience contemporary works 
by famous modern playwrights that might not 
otherwise be performed here. For info or tickets, visit 
https://majesticreaderstheater.wordpress.com.

Corvallis arts Walk. The Arts 
Center, 700 SW Madison Ave. 4 – 8 p.m. Free. 
Third Thursdays. A monthly art crawl that tours 
Corvallis’ fine art galleries (as well as non-gallery 
artistic events) and utilizes a rotating group of 
fine dining businesses for final destinations. The 

Arts Center is a great place for a first art-viewing 
stop, utilizing their off-street parking. For info, visit 
http://theartscenter.net or www.facebook.com/
CorvallisArtsWalk?fref=nf.

Corvallis Guitar society 
Meeting. Gracewinds Music Lesson’s Loft, 137 
SW 3rd St. 7 – 9 p.m. First Mondays. Free; donations 
accepted. Established to promote classical guitar 
and related styles in the central Willamette Valley 
area, the meetings are an opportunity to meet 
fellow guitarists as well as perform and listen to 
guitar music in a supportive environment. May’s 
meeting will feature members of the Guitar 
Society Board performing duet, ensemble, and solo 
compositions. The society is open to all ages and 
abilities. For info, visit www.corvallisguitarsociety.
org.

ukulele Cabaret. First Alternative South 
Store, 1007 SE 3rd St. 7 – 9 p.m. First Fridays. Free. 
This is an open mic and sing-along for ukulele 
players of all ages and skill levels. Songbooks and 
instruction are provided. Bring snacks to share. 
Hosted by Suz Doyle and Jeanne Holmes of the 
Wallop Sisters. For info, call 541-753-8530.

reiki healing Circle. 8285 NW 
Wynoochee Dr. 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. First Thursdays. 
Donation: $5 to $10. All students and interested 
parties welcome. For info, call 541-754-3595.

Ongoing May Events...

5460 SW Philomath Blvd — www.imaginecoffee.net 
Just West of 53rd, Between Corvallis & Philomath

5/8 Chappel & Holt, folk-jazz 7:30-9pm

5/9 The Enablers, rock 7:30-9pm

5/14 Slightly Rebellious, rock, 7:30-9pm

5/15 David Burroughs, guitar, 7:30-9pm

Every Monday: Bryson Skaar, piano, 7-9pm

Every Tuesday: Celtic Jam, 7pm

Third Sunday:  Ralph Penunuri, folk singer, 10am

Most Saturdays: James Warren, Story Time, 10 am

ESPRESSo, GREaT FooD & LoCaL aRTiSTS...Natalia & 
Cristoforo’s

Authentic Italian Meats & Cheeses

Wine Classes  •  Party Trays

351 NW Jackson St. #2 • Corvallis
541.752.1114

Alchemist Best Sandwich Shop Winner
Advocate Selection as a Hidden Foodie Find www.woodstocks.com

541-752-5151
We Deliver (to most of Corvallis)
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Advocate picks...

Thursday, May 7
Dolly West’s Kitchen

Withycombe Hall, 2921 SW Campus 
Way. 7:30 p.m. $12 ($10 for seniors, 
$8 for youth/students, $5 for OSU 
students)

Frank McGuinness’ World War II era play about hard 
living in Ireland is sure to be another tightly produced 
OSU Theatre joint. I’ve seen several plays by this group 
on the Withycombe stage, and I have almost nothing 
sarcastic or mean-spirited to say about them. They’re 
frickin’ good and they put out challenging material. 
There’s almost no reason to miss this. I’m still going 
to show up and holler things, but that’s because the 
heckler’s code is more important than local theater.

rusTy hINGEs

Calapooia Brewing Company, 140 Hill 
St. NE, albany. 7:30 p.m. Free

Rusty Hinges will show up at your house and play 
this obnoxious creaking sound every time your door 
opens and closes. It’s super annoying, and they’ve been 
playing a live engagement at my house for two years 
now. Oh wait, nevermind, these guys play roots music. 
Otherwise known as… Americana.  These are not the 
same guys who have been playing my door. They both 
play for free, but I think I prefer my guys…  

Friday, May 8 
Osu WINd syMPhONy aNd 
WINd ENsEMBLE sPrING 
CONCErT

LaSells Stewart Center, 875 SW 26th 
St. 7:30 p.m. $8 in advance, $10 at the 
door
“Meditation at Lagunitas” by Paul Dooley is on the 
playlist from this talented group of horn blowers. This 
show is featuring primarily modern works, including 
the young Dooley, who composed “Meditation” for 
the American Bandmasters Association. This came as 
a disappointment to me; when I bought my tickets, I 
thought this was the 87-year-old comedy legend Paul 
Dooley. I was going to show up and shout out lines 
from Strange Brew, but that would likely be lost on this 
audience. So instead I’ll just have to play it cool… and 
shout lines from Repo Man.

sPaCE NEIGhBOrs

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $5
Funk music is like a neighbor who shows up at 
inopportune times and is funny and interesting.  You’re 
like, “Yes, yes. Very witty, good observation. What is 
the deal with Siri’s voice? But would you mind coming 
back later? My wife just disclosed her infidelity…” By 
which I mean, I don’t hate local funk bands, and given 
a moment to relax and not think too deeply about it, I 
might even like it. But seriously, my wife is having an 
affair. I’m not gonna make it to this one… 

saturday, May 9
ThE OuTLETZ

Cloud & Kelly’s Public House,  
126 SW 1st St. 10 p.m. $1 to $5

R&B babies; this is the real rhythm and blues as 
practiced by guys who were actually alive to hear it 
done right. These guys are super unpretentious and 
sort of a lot of fun. Imagine a Blues Brothers show 
with way less Belushi, which I think we can all agree 
is sort of a blessing in disguise. I also like the fact that 
there’s like seven dudes in this band. These days a 
lot of musicians forget you can make the band sound 
a lot bigger by just having two people playing each 
instrument. My quartet of two xylophones and two 
accordions is going to take the world by storm.

GOLdFOOT

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 10 p.m. Bring money

Funk music has blown into town and displaced 
a bunch of Americana. I am happy about this…? 
Goldfoot bills themselves as “Portland’s ultimate 
live dance party.” No offense to these probably 
well-intentioned hipsters who recently discovered 
Parliament, but I think the lovely ladies of the Black 
Cauldron bar have that title pretty locked down at 
this point. Still where else are you going to go for 
some funk music played by people who will never be 
famous? Other than Space Neighbors, of course.

sunday, May 10
les Miserables

Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 2nd St. 
2:30 p.m. $30 for adults, $25 for 
students, seniors, members (includes 
complimentary dessert and drinks)

Ugh. They should hire a better writer than me to put 
into adequate words how much I hate this musical, 
and how much the great folks at Majestic putting 
it on doesn’t make me want to see it any more. For 
those who haven’t seen Les Mis, let me sum it up 
for you with the immortal words of Mark McKinney: 
“Life is short, life is sh*t, and soon it will be over.” 
I hate this musical so much, it might as well be a 
marathon of Adam Sandler movies being introduced 
by Jay Leno with intermission musical numbers from 
the Hitler Dancers. But all seriousness aside, the 
Majestic is back! I just wish they had picked a less 
horrible production to put on, like a Yugo assembly 
line or a staged reading of Breakin’ 2: Electric 
Boogaloo.

BLuEs JaM!

Calapooia Brewing Company, 140 NE 
Hill St., albany. 4 to 6 p.m. Free

For Mother’s Day this year, I figured I’d introduce 
her to some nice and eligible bachelors in her age 
range. Enter Blues Jam, stage right romance. If you 
can’t find your middle-aged mother a match in 
this bearded and ponytailed bunch of dudes who 
remember watching Welcome Back Kotter as adults, 
then you’re not doing it right. Blues Jam is like Tinder 
for baby boomers. Sorry, Dad, but you better make 
other plans for dinner. Mom just met someone new, 
and he plays guitar…  

submit: do you know of an upcoming event?
Email us and we’ll add it to the web calendar calendar@corvallisadvocate.com

Local Un-Love Award

Corvallis

d
This week bestowed on  

Both GMO Measure Campaigns

Campaigns so low you  
would have thought this a run 

for congress or something... 
As a locus of more brainpower 

than most, our fair burgh 
may have appreciated a more 

elevated debate over this 
complex topic.

8 DayS a WEEK...

353 SW Madison Ave., Downtown Corvallis
(541) 753-2864

www.burstschocolates.com

A Tr
aditio

n of Making Chocolate By Hand 

...since 1938

Buy • Sell • TradeCheap Books priCeless Books

Corvallis
541-758-1121
121 NW 4th St.

Albany
541-926-2612

1425 Pacific Blvd.

Buy • sell
Trade

Corvallis
121 NW 4th St. • 541-758-1121

Albany
1425 Pacific Blvd. • 541-926-2612

X
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Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

453 Sw Madison & 5th St.
downtown corvallis
(541) 908-2667 

corvallismediterranean.com

Text  
Only

cHeck OuT OuR In-HOuSe MedITeRReanean MaRkeT!

Monday, May 11
BrysON sKaar

Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW Philomath 
Blvd. 7:30 p.m. Free

Jazz piano is the song of fertility being harmonized 
on by the voices of virility. In other words, Bryson 
Skaar be playing bangin’ music. My cousin 
conceived both of his kids in the bathroom of 
Imagine Coffee while Bryson was stroking the 
keys, which is why one is named Men’s Room and 
the other is named Please Wash Hands Before 
Returning to Work. You would have thought he’d 
name one of them after Bryson Skaar, but he opted 
for something a little more exotic sounding. At 
any rate, I’ll be hanging out in the bathroom of 
the ‘Gine this Monday night if any single ladies or 
gentlemen are interested.

NO-draMa dIsCIPLINE WITh 
dr. TINa BrysON

Corvallis High School Theater, 1400 
NW Buchanan ave. 6:30 p.m.

Speaking of Brysons and baby-making, this Dr.  
Bryson will be teaching you how to manage your 
kid’s outbursts without resorting to the Adrian 
Peterson school of parenting. Or actually maybe 
not, I’m just assuming she’s not advocating a 
strict regimen of paddling, but you’ll really have 
to check it out for yourself to be sure. I won’t be 
there myself of course, because not only am I not 
allowed anywhere near the high school, and not 
only do I not have any kids, but what was I talking 
about again? Oh yeah, Adrian Peterson… I wonder 
if he’ll end up with the Cowboys…

Tuesday, May 12
COMMuNITy MOVIE NIGhT

Darkside Cinema, 215 SW 4th St.  
7 p.m. Free

It’s been nigh on a month since the last zany and 
classic comedy at CMNYK. As usual, it’s almost 
like curator Ygal Kaufman has a direct line to 
my thoughts, because he’s breaking out one of 
the zaniest comedies of them all, At War with 
the Army (1950). Starring the legendary comedy 
team of croon-master Dean Martin and hero-to-
the-French Jerry Lewis, this comedy takes aim at 
military service, and how much none of us want 
to do it. Better get there early, because rumor is 
they just hand out $100 bills to random people 
before the show starts. True story!

dIy BIKE rEPaIr & 
MaINTENaNCE WOrKshOP

Corvallis-Benton County Public 
Library, 645 NW Monroe ave. 7 p.m. 
Free

The Corvallis Bike Collective is putting on this 
free workshop to teach you how to take care of 
your wheels. I imagine they said to themselves, 
“What if we taught these people how to fix 
their bikes, but like, really poorly? We’ll just skip 
over all the key details and train them to put 
their bikes together like complete noobs.” Their 
business would be booming from all the injured 
people bringing in their broken bikes for a proper 
repair. It’s a can’t-fail business plan. What’s that? 
A non-profit? OK, well maybe they’re just jerks 
who want to see your bike break. Or I don’t know, 
maybe this thing is legit; look, I can’t make every 
decision for you, I can only point you in the right 
direction. Like towards Community Movie Night… 

Wednesday, May 13
ChuCK hOLsT aNd Gary 
rOWLEs

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 7:30 p.m. Free

Look, I’ll be honest—I have recommended these 
guys a million times based solely on Gary Rowles’ 
previous experience playing lead guitar with the 
brilliant classic rock band Love. In reality, these 
guys are no Love. They’re more like Hall & Oates, 
if Hall was a giant emotional windbag and Oates 
had better facial hair. But they are pretty much 
the most accomplished acoustic-electric guitar 
duo in the tri-county area, and they play for free. 
Gary Rowles’ past lives as a guitar god should 
be experienced with a good beer and reasonably 
priced order of nachos, so Bombs is pretty much a 
perfect venue for them.

LOsE 3,000 POuNds IN a day

Corvallis-Benton County Public 
Library, 645 NW Monroe ave.  
6:30 p.m. Free

The Corvallis Sustainability Coalition is behind 
this pro-bike event that is geared primarily 
toward rich Britons or the enormously, almost 
science fiction-y, obese. I imagine this event will 
feature tons of admonitions that you leave your 
car at home and bike to your next appointment 
by people who apparently don’t realize how out 
of shape I am. Or is that their whole point? I have 
no idea, but I’ll be over at the nearest Hometown 
Buffet (it’s in Salem) during this event just 
running train on some ham and ambrosia salad. 

Thursday, May 14 
aLL IN ThE TIMING

Russell Tripp Performance Center, 
6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, albany. 7:30 p.m. 
$10 ($7 for seniors/students, $5 for 
LBCC students)

A series of one-act plays directed and performed 
by the LBCC theater students is actually the 
best thing happening in town all week. All due 
respect to the bike repair workshop, but these 
kids know how to put on a show, and I, for once, 
have nothing sarcastic or snotty to add to that.  
I’ve been working with my therapist a lot on my 
feelings of aggression toward my parents, and my 
lack of attention span and how that is translated 
into my column. Anyway, this open mic night 
will be great. What? Who the hell are the LBCC 
theater kids? Screw you! You’re not my dad!

WILd hOG IN ThE WOOds

Calapooia Brewing Company, 140 NE 
Hill St., albany. 7:30 p.m. Free

Get your beard on with the most authentic 
purveyors of songs “totapatoeto” in the Pacific 
Northwest. The only way to get more Americana 
than these guys would be to put the Duck 
Dynasty family in the transmogrifying machine 
from The Fly and with a fly that can play the 
banjo. If you don’t want to see that, for free no 
less, you probably shouldn’t be taking advice on 
entertainment from me. Because that’s all I want 
to see. Ever.

TRy OuR Own FReSHLy 
Made dIpS, enReeS  

and SaLadS  
Hommous, Baba Gannouj, Tabbouleh, 
Damascus fava bean salad, (Zaatar) 
Thyme Pies, Lamb pies & Spanikopita

aFTeR 4pM  
dInneR SpecIaL
Lamb Chicken or Vegetarian Combo

$7.99 peR peRSOn 
Limited time offer while supplies last

TRY OUR OWN FRESHLY MADE 
DIPS, ENTRÉES AND SALADS

After 4pm Dinner Special

Pita

8TH VISIT
FREE

9TH VISIT
FREE

10TH VISIT
FREE

Pita+
Mediterranean Drink

SAVE $3
SAVE $3

SAVE $3

Pita + Mediterranean Drink
+ Baklava

 LOYALTY PROGRAM CARD
Get Three Free Pitas within your 10 visits

PLUS Save $1 after each visit! 

Limited time offer while supplies last

$7.99
PER PERSON

$2.99 $2.99 $1.99
*ANY TOPPINGREG.$5.99

REG.$5.99
REG.$4.99

Lamb, Chicken, 
or Vegetarian Combo

Gyros or Falafel Mediterranean Subs*
Hommous, Baba Gannouj, Tabbouleh, Damascus fava bean 
salad, (Zaatar)Thyme Pies, lamb pies & Spanikopita.

FREE PITA
OF YOUR CHOICE

AND
when you text to 541-908-2667
TO REGISTER IN OUR VIP DATABASE

NEW NEW
Mediterranean Wrap 

Combo

453 SW Madison Ave. Corvallis
541-908-2667 (TEXT ONLY)

Corvallis Mediterranean Café

www.corvall ismediterranean.com
Weekdays: 8am to 7pm Saturday: 10am to 6pm Sunday: 12pm to 6pm

Gyros - Falafel - Shawerma - Kabobs - Baklava - Pita & More!
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The key to making a comic book 
movie work is knowing when 

explanations are needed and when 
they’re not. It’s about balancing our 
imaginations against our shame, in 
a sense. And shame is the perfect 
word for Avengers: Age of Ultron, 
the tent pole sequel released 
this past weekend to record-
approaching box office totals.

Look, I’m a comic reader and a 
fine appreciator of bad movies, 
but if you like Avengers: Age 
of Ultron, you’re an idiot. Or a 
15-year-old. In which case, both.

The film brings us back into the 
action an unspecified length of 
time after the events of the first 
film, and does one thing right 
by reminding us early on why 
seeing “Earth’s mightiest heroes” 
is a thrill: because they kick a*s. 
Our heroes, the Marvel Comics 
legends Captain America, Thor, 
Hulk, Iron Man, Black Widow, 
Hawkeye, and their extraneous 
B-list cohorts, are supposedly 
rooting out the remains of the 
Hydra soldiers who were part 
of several of the earlier films in the 
greater canon.

And let me remind you how good 
most of those films were because 
they mostly tried not to get too 
caught up in explaining the 
“science” of comic books, and 
(again mostly) didn’t just rehash 
the plots of a thousand sci-fi and 
fantasy properties that came 
before them.

This is where the plot of Age of 
Ultron takes a turn for the you’ve-
got-to-be-sh*tting-me. You see, Iron 
Man and Dr. Bruce Banner have 
inadvertently created artificial 
intelligence in their quest to create 
a defense system for the planet. 
Then the AI, dubbed Ultron, inhabits 
the bodies of Tony Stark’s Iron 
Man sentinels, not to mention the 
Internet (so, every computer on 
planet Earth). 

Sounds bad, right?

I’m going to give you two guesses 
(but you’ll only need one) 
about what happens next. Wait, 
nevermind, I’ll tell you to move 
this along in a way the movie 
unmercifully did not—Ultron realizes 
that the only way to make Earth 
truly peaceful is by exterminating 
us. Sound familiar? Maybe because 
it’s the exact same plot of basically 

every single movie to deal with 
artificial intelligence, or alien 
overlords, ever (notably The Day the 
Earth Stood Still, the first Avengers, 
and literally a thousand other 
movies).

But don’t worry, it gets even more 
preposterous and moronic with 
every scene. Ultron’s endgame, 
and you must remember he’s 
already infected a bunch of high-
powered Iron Men and the Internet, 
with James Spader’s sarcastic 
voice, no less, is to build an android 
body to inhabit.

“An android designed by a robot!” 
exclaim the Avengers (really!) in a 
scene designed to be suspenseful, 
but which was unintentionally 
hilarious.

That’s right. The smartest, most evil 
robot in the universe only needs one 
thing to complete his master plan: 
another robot body to inhabit. Wait, 
what?

Even in a movie that features a 
Norse god and a giant green rage 
monster, this plot conceit is so 
offensively idiotic I could barely sit 
for the rest of the movie, which felt 
a decade long.

If you’re wondering why he doesn’t 
just inhabit the new robot body 
that he built, instantly, the way he 
inhabits every computer on the 
planet and a host of other robots, 
they have a great explanation for 
that to allow for suspense and to 
give the Avengers a chance to 

steal the new robot body: it just 
takes a long time for him to transmit 
his consciousness to the android 
carcass in this one instance. Duh.

I hate to sound like a pedantic 
douche, overanalyzing the plot 

of a superhero movie, but this 
film really crossed the bounds 
of good taste into an insulting 
realm. It honestly felt a bit like 
Joss Whedon, the celebrated 
writer and director of both the 
first Avengers film and this follow-
up, is trolling his own fan base, 
daring us to have some self-
respect and not pay to see the 
movie. 

Of course in between the 
enraging stupidities are the 
enjoyable moments of pith 
(Whedon’s stock in trade) 
and of course some excellent 
action and some sequences 
that are candy for fans of the 
source material. If only for a 
few of those moments, and so 
you won’t be lost when the far 
better-looking Captain America: 
Civil War comes out next year, 

you might find it worth your while 
to catch this monstrosity on the 
big screen. But trust me, if you had 
any problem at all suspending 
your common sense for the plots of 
Avengers, Guardians of the Galaxy, 
or any of the Iron Man, Thor, or 
Captain America movies, you’re 
going to want to put your own eyes 
out with a crocheting needle sitting 
through Age of Ultron.

By the time they get to the climax 
(spoiler alert!) which featured 
Ultron levitating a city only to drop 
it on Earth, and Ultron’s presence 
being “burned out” of the Internet 
(whatever the hell that means), I 
couldn’t give the movie any more 
of my generously quiet derision. I 
had no choice but to laugh out 
loud so the teenagers behind me 
would hopefully feel a modicum 
of shame at their breathless 
excitement.

Unfortunately I need more column 
space to cover all the reasons I 
hated this movie. Even the sarcasm 
of Spader can’t encompass 
the riotously funny awfulness of 
Avengers: Age of Ultron. Basically 
it’s an android designed by a robot, 
engineered by an a*shole.

Avengers: Age of Ultron is playing at 
the Carmike 12 on 9th Street.

EntErtainmEntalAvengers: Age of Ultron Review
By Ygal Kaufman
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Our Films Suck Less.
Every night.

4th & Madison • Corvallis
darksidecinema.com

(541) 752-4161

SONG OF THE SEA —PG Boasts narrative depth commensurate 
with its visual beauty, adding up to an animated saga overflowing with 

family-friendly riches. 99% ON RT!

CLOUDS OF SILS MARIA —R  A veteran actress comes  
face-to-face with an uncomfortable reflection of herself when  
she agrees to take part in a revival of the play that launched  

her career 20 years earlier. Juliette Binoche.

WELCOME TO ME —R When Alice Klieg wins the  
Mega-Millions lottery, she immediately quits her psychiatric  

meds and buys her own talk show. Kristen Wiig.

DIOR AND I —NR From creating photo files rather than  
sketching dresses, to fitting them on lithe human pipe cleaners  
who march them across the catwalk, the film is a serious look  

at a business containing surprising amounts of tension.

Darkside Cinema Films for 5/8/-5/13/2015
Please call or log on for show times

DARKSIDE Cinema
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this Will Be hard to hear
Hard trutHs

by Sidney 
Reilly

wHen vIOLence IS vIOLence 
The unrest in Baltimore, stemming from the horrific 
and inexcusable killing of Freddie Gray by Baltimore 
police, has brought out the worst in most of us, and 
the best in a few. Unrest is the word I choose because 
it encompasses a lot of different things. There is the 
fully warranted peaceful protesting, 
the marches, and the refusal by 
people across the nation to let 
the issue drop. But there’s also the 
violence and looting. It’s all a part of 
bodies in a state of unrest.

Unfortunately this complex situation, 
with roots that go back to before 
the birth of the nation and factors 
as recent as the Internet, has 
been boiled down by Facebook 
to “You’re with them, or you’re 
against them.” This is an unfortunate 
oversimplification, because it forces 
us to act against our own nature.

Let’s dispense with some obvious points: racism exists, 
and it’s horrible. Some outlets, such as the eternally 
helpful explainers at Vox, have deployed the straw 
man that there are people out there who really 
pretend there is no such thing as racism. Everyone is 
aware of the existence of racism. The disagreements 
begin when we start debating how much it affects 
the lives of people today and whether systemic 
centralized response is the best course of action.

Another point: not all protests are created equal. 
The Web is pretty much awash in people making 
false comparisons to other protests. Either it’s “Well, 
Martin Luther King was able to affect change without 
looting, how come these thugs can’t?” or it’s “Well, 
the rioters in the Arab Spring needed to burn some 
things down to overthrow their despots, and we all 
applauded that, why not now?” The answers to these 
questions should be obvious: MLK was murdered, and 
50 years later we have a lot of the same problems, 
so one could argue that his non-violence did not 
work that well. Alternatively, the rioters in Egypt were 

overthrowing a tyrannical authoritarian, so of course 
they needed violence. The people stealing items 
from a burning CVS are not even trying to change 
leadership; all the leaders in their city are liberal 
minorities. There just aren’t always obvious parallels 
between two situations.

Point the third: just because an 
expression of rage is justified, does 
not mean it’s still the best course 
of action. Constantly throughout 
the unrest we’ve heard people 
equivocating, “Well, if you were 
dispossessed, disillusioned, etc., 
wouldn’t you riot?” Maybe. But I’d 
also walk out of every store in town 
with my favorite item if law and 
order didn’t exist. That I understand 
an emotion doesn’t mean it’s an 
advisable course of action.

All of this is to say, the root of our 
problems is in de-individualizing 

each other. Some protestors are looting, so all the 
protestors are thugs. Nonsense. Some of the police 
are violating rights, so we should throw out the rules of 
law. Rubbish. My grandfather pulled himself up by his 
bootstraps, so all these people should be able to as 
well. Hogwash. Racism is real and affects all people of 
color, so anything done in response to that inequality 
is righteous. Not everything. 

Every time we take a short cut to understanding, 
by applying what we know about one to the whole 
group, we dehumanize the whole group. The truth is 
racism is a human construct that is difficult to conquer 
and is not going away any time soon. Not everything 
we do in response to this inequality is justified, but 
doing nothing to avoid getting our hands dirty isn’t an 
option either. Making it a case of us versus them and 
then choosing a side will only make things worse. 

Gray’s memory is best served by the brave protesters 
who stand in between the police and those itching to 
explode in violence, trying to have their voices heard. 
Maybe we can best honor it by listening.

SCHOOL OF ARTS & COMMUNICATION

General Admission: 
$8 in advance, $10 at the door
OSU students and K-12 youth free
Advance tickets available online 
only at tickettomato.org

Meditation 
at Lagunitas
OSU Wind Ensemble
Christopher Chapman, conductor

OSU Wind Symphony
Dana Biggs, conductor
Jason Silveira, guest conductor
Randy Solansky and Sarah Perkins
   graduate teaching assistants
Featuring Robert Brudvig, marimba
Music by Paul Dooley, Bradley Bodine, Ryan George, 
Samuel Barber, Frank Ticheli, David Maslanka, more

bands.oregonstate.edu
For accommodations for disabilities call 541-737-5592
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herbal medicine
dietary counseling
bodywork
reflexology
cupping
health insurance accepted

CHINESE MEDICINE

Katy Willis, LAc

541-602-8172

Gathering 
Together Farm

Open for the season!
   Now enjoy Saturday dinners

Lunch 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday-Friday

Dinner 
5:30 to 9 p.m. Thursday-Saturday

Saturday Brunch 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Restaurant

www.gatheringtogetherfarm.com

Farm Stand Hours:
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday

Law practiced

   -Karen Misfeldt
Attorney at Law

310 NW 7th Street •  Corvallis

Estate Planning
Family Care
Prenuptial

Agreements

(541)754-7477

thoughtfully,
compassionately

and carefully.
    “My commitment is to listen, to empower you with

 options, and consider not only your needs today,
 but also your interests over the long term.”



First AlternativeNATURAL FOODS CO-OP

North Corvallis
29th & Grant

South Corvallis
1007 SE 3rd St.

May 6th-May 12th

OrgaNiC 

Blueberries, 6oz.
reg. $4.99/ea 

$3.99/ea 

OrgaNiC 

rio Star
grapefruit 
reg. $1.99/lb 

99¢/lb

OrgaNiC 

Fuji apples 
reg. $1.99/lb 

$1.19/lb

OrgaNiC 

Orange 
honeydew Melon 
reg. $1.99/lb 

99¢/lb

OrgaNiC 

Shiitake 
Mushrooms 
reg. $10.99/lb 

$7.99/lb

OrgaNiC 

Sugar Snap Peas 
reg. $7.99/lb 

$4.99/lb

CO-OP KitCheN

homemade Fruit Pies
vegan options available! 
reg. $17.99/lb 

$13.99/lbPerfect for Mother’s Day!

OPeN Daily 

7am-10pm
Sale
period

301 SW Madison • Corvallis • 541.757.0875
Facebook.com/footwisecorvallis
Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-5

Follow Your Feet to Footwise 
for Everything Birkenstock!

THE MAJESTIC THEATRE •115 SW 2ND ST., CORVALLIS
BUY TICKETS ONLINE: WWW.MAJESTIC.ORG • BOX OFFICE: 541.738.7469

MAJESTIC THEATRE SPRING MUSICAL 

Les Misérables
May 8 - 24th

Mother’s Day 
Special Event
Tickets: $25 - 30 
includes desserts & beverages

Tickets: 
$20 - 25

OPENING WEEKEND! 


