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The tool bag that robbed the 
Corvallis Adult Shop, Donald 

Martel Logan, was caught and 
charged with some sweet-sounding 
crimes. Though I tried to contact 
KLP�WHOHSDWKLFDOO\�WR�FRQÀUP�KLV�
theft of a rubber ass or two, I was 
unable to get through due to 
electromagnetic interference.

The Benevolent and Protective 
order of Elks is selling its building in 
Lebanon, which has this reporter 
feeling nostalgic. Three of my 
most shining moments were spent 
there: I won a UB40 tape in a 
dance contest when I was a 3rd 
grader, I was a dude with no nose, 
DQG�,�WKUHZ�XS�RQ�D�ORQJ�ÁLJKW�RI�
stairs while trying to crawl up to a 
bathroom after consuming about 
16 cocktails.

A man in Albany became the 
174,112th person to accidentally 
shoot a gun while cleaning it. 
Authorities are investigating the 
possibility that the whole cleaning 
thing may be a lie. Another guy in 
Albany did it earlier in the week, 
making him the 174,111th.

Linn-Benton 
Backwash 

By Johnny Beaver

Fun with Guns, Crimes, 
and Childhood Memories 

A year ago, Corvallis City Council was 
faced with a dilemma. 

Community members had expressed 
concerns to the council about seeing a 
man in a local park carrying a gun. 

But just what could and should they do 
about it? 

Like many other city councils might have 
done, considering the controversy, our 
HOHFWHG�RIÀFLDOV�GLG�QRW�VLPSO\�NLFN�WKH�
can down the road, saying it was above 
their pay grade. 

Instead, they launched a series of 11 
public meetings that elicited more 
than a dozen hours of impassioned 
testimony from people on both sides 
of the debate. Residents lobbying for 
Second Amendment rights declared their 
opinions with equal fervor to residents 
who were afraid for their safety when 
seeing guns openly carried. 

City staffers and council members 
expended just as much time and energy 
on the issue. Not to mention taxpayer 

dollars. So just what action has the 
council taken regarding whether people 
can openly carry guns here? 

In a word, bupkis. 

OK, so not totally nothing. The council 
on March 16 approved a rather vague 
SROLF\�DIÀUPLQJ�&RQVWLWXWLRQDO�ULJKWV�
that only implies the Second Amendment 
is also recognized. A little redundant, 
considering that city government is 
required by its charter to uphold the 
Constitution. By the way, that’s a policy, 
not a resolution, not an ordinance, not 
a law. Another council policy, you see, 
GHVLJQDWHG�RXU�ÀQH�FLW\·V�RIÀFLDO�ÁRZHU��
It’s the chrysanthemum, in case you were 
curious.

But it’s still a policy and not a law. That 
pleases the gun rights advocates, folks 
like Carl Price, a community member. 

“It’s a way for us all to have a voice and 
it doesn’t discriminate in any way,” Price 
said, urging the council to adopt the 
policy. 

But the city’s original policy wasn’t 
enough to please everyone, apparently; 
FRXQFLO�PHPEHU�3HQQ\�<RUN�ÁRDWHG�DQ�
amendment named after her. It might 
not seem to have much to do with guns, 
but it regardless emphasizes even further 
that violence and intimidation are not 
acceptable behavior in a city that openly 
carries weapons. 

“Verbal threats and insults regardless 
of the individual recipient’s or family’s 
beliefs, status, or origin are not 
acceptable in the City of Corvallis,” reads 
her amendment in part. 

Corvallis City Council approved the 
policy and amendment on a 6-3 vote.

New research from OSU, including 
contributions from several 

departments 
and the Linus 
Pauling Institute, 
FRQÀUPV�WKDW�ORZ�
vitamin D levels in 
otherwise healthy 
young women does 
indeed correlate 
WR�GHSUHVVLRQ��7KLV�FRQÀUPV�WKH�ZLGHO\�
KHOG�EHOLHI�WKDW�YLWDPLQ�'�GHÀFLHQF\�FDQ�
cause depression, though there isn’t a 
tremendous amount of other research 

that shows this phenomenon.

:KHQ�,�ÀUVW�PRYHG�WR�2UHJRQ�,�ZDV�
concerned that the lack of sunshine 
would make me a little depressive. 
Thankfully I was totally wrong; it didn’t 
make me just a little depressive. Dr. 
David Kerr, an associate professor in 
the School of Psychological Science at 
OSU, is the lead author of the study. He 
explained the importance of the vitamin.

“Depression has multiple, powerful 
causes and if vitamin D is part of the 
picture, it is just a small part. But 

given how many people are affected by 
GHSUHVVLRQ��DQ\�OLWWOH�LQURDG�ZH�FDQ�ÀQG�
could have an important impact on public 
health,” said Kerr in a press release.

9LWDPLQ�'�SOD\V�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�LQ�
aiding human bones, muscles, and the 
LPPXQH�V\VWHP��DQG�D�ODFN�RI�VXIÀFLHQW�
levels has been linked to cancer and 
cardiovascular disease. Unlike vitamin 
E, which needs to be consumed and 
has a debatable role in health, vitamin 
D is created in the human body when 
sunlight hits our skin. So in places where 

the sun shines regularly, no supplement 
is necessary.

Corvallisites and Oregonians in general 
may want to consider adding some to 
their diet, via milk or a supplement, to 
avoid a mean case of the gloomies.

“Vitamin D supplements are inexpensive 
and readily available,” Kerr said in the 
press release. “They certainly shouldn’t 
be considered as alternatives to the 
treatments known to be effective for 
depression, but they are good for overall 
health.”

The American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers, or ASCAP 

(or ASSHAT) is a lovely 
organization that collects 
royalties from various 
sources in relation to 
performance rights. 
While a few artists have 
EHHQ�SOHDVHG�WR�ÀQG�FKHFNV�LQ�WKH�PDLO��
most join venues in feeling the sting of 
expensive fees, the threat of litigation, 
DQG�PDÀD�VW\OH�EXOO\LQJ��2YHU�WKH�
last two years we’ve followed ASCAP’s 
dealings in Corvallis and have had the 
total displeasure of experiencing their 

LQÁXHQFH��)URP�'-V�WR�EDQGV�WR�EDUV��
open air events to, lord knows, probably 

singing in the shower... the damage to 
the local music scene has been clear. 
And now it has gotten even worse, 
with Les Caves and Troubadour 

announcing their exit from the list of 
live venues.

Troubadour Music decided to take a six-
month hiatus from live music, a decision 
they attribute in part to the ASCAP 
structures available to them at a time 
they would have preferred to scale back 
temporarily. Citing exorbitant fees (as 
interpreted from a recent email from 

management), which can easily amount 
to thousands of dollars a year, Les Caves 
is taking a route that is less hiatus and 
more permanent. And who can blame 
them, considering ASCAP gleefully hits 
unlicensed venues with $30,000 per 
single play of a copyrighted song?

While a lot of local musicians have 
had mixed feelings, evident through a 
discussion on the Corvallis Noisemakers 
)DFHERRN�JURXS��WKH�JHQHUDO�FRQVHQVXV�LV�
that less venues is a bad thing. ASCAP 
is a bad thing. Bad news all around for 
a scene already bottlenecked by a lack of 
diverse, paying venues.

strap that Gun on

aLL work and no sunLiGht

the empire strikes Back

But, Use Only Your Friendship Words

Make Jack, and Jill, Want to Cry 

Two Corvallis Venues Kill Live Music Under ASCAP Pressures

By Denise Ruttan

By Sidney Reilly

By Johnny Beaver
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The idea of art, whether creating 
or interpreting it, is a subject 

available to people from all walks 
of life. However, there is a stark 
separation between individuals with 
formal training in art and those 
pegged as “outsider artists.”

7KH�LQ9,6,%/(�1DQR�$UW�)HVWLYDO�
is breaking down those barriers, 
and bringing art to members of 
the community who are all too 
commonly overlooked or ignored. 
About to kick off its second year of 
art festivities in the community, 
Nano emphasizes the inclusion of 
the seemingly invisible members of 
society with this year’s workshops 
and events focused around 
individuals considered to have 
intellectual/mental or developmental 
disabilities.

With help from many sponsors, 
several local artists have 
collaborated to put on this year’s 
festival, including Kaitlyn Wittig 
Menguc and Diana Ryan. Ryan, 
a ceramicist, and Wittig, a 
performance artist, held an artist 
residency at Cornerstone for six 
days. “We recognize there are 
PDQ\�VRFLHWDO�DQG�KHDOWK�EHQHÀWV�
to viewing and creating art, and 
research is starting to prove this,” 
Wittig said.

During the residency, the two hosted 
art workshops which included 
drawing and sculpting, as well 
DV�ÀULQJ�DQG�JOD]LQJ�SRWWHU\��7KH�
project themes were inspired by 
local author Charles Goodrich’s book 
of poems titled Insects of Corvallis 
(2003). Goodrich’s poems explore 
the observations of different insects, 
as well as everyday occurrences 
like walking to the 7-Eleven to 
buy a beer. Because many of the 
poems include insects in some 
capacity, the art became centered 
around bugs. “The insect theme just 
seemed to work because they’re very 
representative of the everyday, but 
also invisible in their own way,” said 
Wittig. The participants also made 
a collaborative tile piece, which will 
hopefully be on permanent display 
at Taylor Street Ovens following the 

festival.

Although Wittig began in 
performance art, her medium 
evolved into puppets and masks. Her 
performance at Taylor Street Ovens 
will be inspired by experiences 
she had teaching throughout the 
workshops. “I’ll be exploring themes 
of invisibility, and advocating for 
people who are marginalized,” she 
said. 

Artists Hester Coucke, Anthony 
Di Salvo, and Bruce Burris, who 
began the festival last year, were 
also instrumental to this year’s 
activities. Burris, an arts curator, 
is passionate about advocating 
for the arts, especially for people 
with disabilities. He was contacted 
after last year’s festival by Coucke, 
an employee at the Arts Center, 
to discuss how the Arts Center 
could become involved. This 

year’s art on display at the Arts 
Center was created by artists from 
Corvallis, Portland, and Eugene. 
All of the artists have mental or 
developmental disabilities. 

On Monday, May 11, the Majestic 
Theatre will host a pop-up exhibition 
featuring two of three triplet 
brothers from Eugene. Also on May 
11 at the Majestic, a discussion 
panel, titled inAUDIBLE, will 
feature artists with developmental 
disabilities, as well as academics and 
program managers. The discussion 
will center on the idea of “outsider 
art” and include origins of art 
language, and who coins the terms. 
“Hester, Bruce, and I are educated 
in art; we’ve seen the academy side 
and how exclusive it is,” said Wittig. 
“We would like to break down some 
of these barriers, and show the arts 
matter to every single individual.”

Wrapping up the exhibit will be 
two screenings of Sprout��D�ÀOP�
showcasing people living with 
disabilities in some capacity or 
DQRWKHU��$IWHU�WKH�ÀOP��FUHDWRU�
Di Salvo will speak about his 
experiences working with disabled 
people.

According to Wittig, the festival 
is receiving a healthy amount of 
support. “When taken on a national 
level, there aren’t many programs 
like this, so we’re cutting edge in 
that sense, which is exciting.” This 
year’s festival will provide necessary 
insight for what to do in future 
years. Going forward, the festival 
is likely to continue campaigning 
for the disabled community, 
but organizers would like to see 
community involvement. 

Wittig has been encouraged by 
the level of enthusiasm of the 
participants. “We don’t know what 
we’re capable of on any given day; 
we should never assume that 
someone should or can do x,y,z, or 
that they can’t do them. Everyone, 
regardless of their position in 
society, should get an invite to the 
table. Everyone should be given an 
opportunity.”

nano art FestivaL  
spotLiGhts the invisiBLe

Overlooked People, Insects of Corvallis, and Language

By Kirsten Allen  

�� ,�$P�at the Arts Center 
Exhibition Dates: April 8 – May 23 
Opening Reception: April 9,  
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Corvallis Arts Walk: April 16 and 
May 21, 4 – 8 p.m. 
Brown Bag Talk: April 23, 12 – 1 p.m.

�� LQ$8',%/( at the Majestic Theater 
Panel discussion on art historical 
language, power, and cultural 
equity: May 11, 12 – 1 p.m. 
Continuous Chronicle (surveying a 
lifetime), an OUTPOST1000 pop-up 
art exhibition: May 11, 3 – 8 p.m. 
Sprout Film Festival Screening:  May 
11, screenings at 4 and 7 p.m.

�� :KR�$P�," at the Arc Benton, 
InSight gallery 
An exhibition of self-portraits 
Exhibit Dates: May 9 – June 30 
Opening Reception: May 9,  
2 – 4 p.m.

�� 7KH�,QVHFWV�RI�6RXWK�&RUYDOOLV  
at the Taylor Street ovens 
Pop-up art exhibition and reading 
ZLWK�JXHVW�DSSHDUDQFHV�E\�ÀYH�
artists and writers including Charles 
Goodrich, who will be reading 
selections from his poetry book of 
the same name: April 16, 7 p.m.

nano events 
scheduLe

Multiple-Venue Festival 
Starts Early April

Bruce Burris

Kaitlyn Wittig Menguc
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APrIl FoolS!... oh WAIT,  
IT’S STIll MArCh 
Thanks to a “glitch” caused by 
“routine computer maintenance,” a 
whole bunch of inmate release notices 
were sent out to victimized families. 
Eight thousand of them to be exact. 
Eight. Thousand. Just one of which 
was in regard to an inmate jailed for 
murdering two young girls in Oregon 
City. If you’re thinking this is the 
worst thing to happen since KISS, 
you’d be right. The worst damn thing 
since Andrew Clarke taped Larry 
Lester’s buns together. I mean, good 
lord, this is messed up.

Examining this “glitch,” let me break 
it down for you. Glitch is, of course, a 
nonsense word used in PR campaigns 
to simplify a problem that likely 
implicates someone in a bungle, or 
perhaps a shenanigan. In this case, 
D�ODUJH�XSGDWH�WR�WKH�V\VWHP�ÁLSSHG�
the toggles of 1,891 inmates’ release 
statuses. According to the horse’s 
mouth, I should be mentioning 
something about the fact that it was 
a large update, with about 15,000 
ÀOHV����EXW����WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�XSGDWH�KDV�
less than nothing to do with it. So, 
sucks for them.

The system itself, called the Victim 
,QIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�1RWLÀFDWLRQ�
Everyday, is used in a grand total 
of 47 states. Surely those states 
experienced the same problem when 
updating, right? Nope. Just here. 
The Corrections Department assures 
everyone that Appriss, the contractor 
that built the system, has informed 
those that received the erroneous 
QRWLÀFDWLRQV�WZLFH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�
mistake.

Personally, I think they should have 
shown up on their doorsteps with one 
of those giant checks they give out at 
charity events and some serious Taco 
Bell.

A DEADlInE To EnD All DEADlInES 
Oh sh*t Corvallisites: the deadline to 
remove your vehicle’s studded tires 
is coming up next week on March 31. 
Oh no, what are we going to do?!

Actually, if you live in Corvallis 
and really did put your studded 
tires on this season... thanks for 
contributing to the $8.5 million in 
damage the Oregon Department of 
7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�VD\V�WKH\�LQÁLFW�RQ�
Oregon roadways every year. Jerk.

TIllAMooK rESIDEnTS DonE  
WITh ThE STAnK 
Though the Tillamook Dairy, 
responsible for such hits as sour 
cream, has been around for 150,000 
years, local residents are now 
deciding they’re fed up with the smell 
of like a zillion cows crapping 100 
pounds each a day. And by residents 
I mean a couple of people in a recent 
city council meeting. I know what 
you’re thinking, but it wasn’t a 
typo—I said Tillamook, not Corvallis. 
But then again, read on... it really 
does sound a lot like Corvallis.

7KH�FRPSODLQWV�ORGJHG�KDYH�OLW�ÀUHV�
under the rears of a few reporters 
at The Tillamook Headlight Herald, 
where they’re probably exhausted 
trying to come up with interesting 
stories in a town where not much 
happens that doesn’t involve cheese. 
The “dairy air,” as they call it, 
reeks of health concerns and other 

miscellaneous, unnamed risks. 
Because that is quite literally total 
bullsh*t, the default everyone falls 
back on next is that the smell drives 
away tourism. And why do tourists 
visit Tillamook? Drum roll... ::imagine 
drum sounds here::... That’s right, the 
dairy factory. ::drum crash::

So some people hate the smell, some 
people are okay with it or even like it 
(weirdos), and as far as anyone knows 
nothing can be done because the 
dairy is quite literally the only reason 
the town exists. But despite this a 
few individuals who are just crazy 
enough to go to city council meetings 
will insist on going Drama Lite on 
everyone’s asses because they hold 
their NIMBY sensibilities in such 
high regard that... hold on.

We are talking about Corvallis.

orEgon ProvES STAnDArDIzED 
TESTIng IS STIll DuMB 
I think the best way to approach this 
topic is a bit sloppy, forceful, and 
perhaps abstract, so hold on to your 
hats...

Oregon has new tests called Smarter 
Balanced exams and the legislators 
be all like “heyyy” and teachers are 
freaking out over how much time they 
will take and how much students 
will suck at them and parents are 
wondering whether they should opt 
their kids out and administrators are 
defending the tests and think the best 
way to iron out problems is to let the 
ÀUVW�IHZ�URXQGV�RI�NLGV�VXIIHU�DQG�WHVW�
makers are countin’ their dolla bills 
y’all and the students are just like, 
)888888888888++++++�

That 
could 
actually 
have gone on a 
lot longer, but I’ve got 
word-count constraints and 
The Man (Steve Schultz) won’t 
give me a break. And yeah, okay, 
that was more run-on sentence than 
anything else, but I think I got the 
point across. 

Students already have CPTs, ACTs 
DQG�6$7V����DQG�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�WKRVH�
is pretty questionable outside of 
college entrance exams that do little 
but make you pay 10 times more for 
\RXU�ÀUVW�WZR�\HDUV�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�WKDQ�
you would if you just started at a 
community college. Do we really need 
to engage in all of this nonsense? It 
seems ironic that the bureaucratic 
slapdoodles of our society are so 
caught up in testing students’ 
knowledge that they forgot to put any 
effort into giving them knowledge.

And that’s all I’ve got to say about 
that.

(Beaver, you vill write your verd count 

and vill like it ~ed)

as the state turns
Whose Bad, Learn to Drive, Cut Cheese, Be All Knowledge…What?

By Johnny Beaver

Tax Return Preparation
3HUVRQDO���&RUSRUDWH���(VWDWH���0RUH�

757-1945
316 SW Washington
&RUYDOOLV

Since 1973

2250CLicense

www.woodstocks.com
541-752-5151

We Deliver (to most of Corvallis)

Know Your Locals!

www.sustainablecorvallis.org | www.corvallisiba.org
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One summer, long ago, my family 
and I visited Honeyman State 

3DUN�LQ�)ORUHQFH��2UHJRQ��,�IRQGO\�
remember tumbling down massive 
dunes into shallow ponds of sun-
warmed water, only to slog back up 
countless mountains of sand. I recall 
a thrilling ATV ride up and down the 
impressive mounds. My sisters and I 
raised our arms overhead as if riding 
in a roller-coaster that was somehow 
nestled in a surreal world of tan 
earth.  On that summer day we baked 
LQ�WKH�UHÁHFWHG�VXQVKLQH�RII�WKH�
towering hills. Times have changed in 
)ORUHQFH��7KH�$79V�DUH�VWLOO�WKHUH��DV�
are the frolicking children. But now, 
the dunes are also being enjoyed by 
world class sandboarders.

What is sandboarding? A better 
name for the sport might be 
“dune” boarding. Put simply, it’s 
sliding down a long sandy hill on 
a board. It is practiced all over the 
globe, wherever there are dunes. 
Though similar in appearance to 
snowboarding, it is safer and cheaper 
than its colder cousin. It’s easy to 
learn, and surprisingly accessible to 
those of us living in Oregon.

Matt Walton is the station manager 
at KBVR, Oregon State University’s 
student-run radio station. He’s 
also a professional sandboarder. 
Walton grew up in Waldport, where 
the ocean is too cold for all but the 
heartiest of surfers and the ski slopes 
are three hours away. In 2006, he 
and his friends discovered the sport 
of sandboarding in the nearby Oregon 
Dunes National Recreation Area. 
The Oregon Dunes stretch over 40 
PLOHV�IURP�1RUWK�%HQG�WR�)ORUHQFH��
adjoining Honeyman State Park. 
They are the largest expanse of 
coastal sand dunes in North America.

You can sandboard almost anywhere 
in the Oregon National Dunes. 
However, the epicenter of the 
sandboard culture is Sand Master 
Park (SMP), where you can rent or 
buy boards or take private lessons 
on 40 acres of private dunes.  The 
ZRUOG·V�ÀUVW�VDQGERDUG�SDUN��603�
is located just south of Honeyman 
Park. Lon Beale opened the original 
board shop in 2000 and has built it 
into a mecca of sandboarding. SMP 
hosts the longest running sandboard 

competition in the world, the 
Sand Master Jam. Beale also runs 
9HQRPRXV�6DQGERDUGV�IURP�)ORUHQFH��
The equipment and apparel company 
sells gear worldwide.

Beale could design and build boards 
DQ\ZKHUH��EXW�KH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�VHW�XS�
LQ�)ORUHQFH�EHFDXVH�KH�UHFRJQL]HG�
the potential of the dunes as the 
KXE�RI�VDQGERDUGLQJ��6SHFLÀFDOO\��
he appreciated the sand. “I rate 
)ORUHQFH·V�VDQG�LQ�WKH�WRS����LQ�WKH�
world. Here in the U.S., I rate it in 
the top three. The rain washes the 
sand clean and is a big reason why it 
is so good.”

Walton also thinks the local dunes 
really lend themselves to the 
VSRUW��´)ORUHQFH�LV�D�JUHDW�SODFH�WR�
sandboard. One of the best in the 
world. It simply is. Even though 
the dunes themselves are not as 
big as say, the Great Sand Dunes 

in Colorado, or a number of dune 
systems in southern California. What 
)ORUHQFH�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�2UHJRQ�
coast has is terrain. You’ve got a lot 
of that beach grass, and in many 
instances the dunes are mingling 
with the forest. It’s like backcountry 
skiing or backcountry snowboarding. 
You’ve got jumps and trails already 
there.”

Many boarders also teach the sport. 
Walton has been an instructor at 
SMP in the past, and even traveled 
abroad to impart his expertise. 
6SHFLÀFDOO\��KH�GHOLYHUHG�D�VKLSPHQW�
of Venomous Sandboards to Egypt 
in 2010. He spent a week there 
teaching a group of locals how to 
ride the equipment down massive 
desert dunes. The steep slopes lent 
themselves to high speed riding, but 
the skill of “carving” was a foreign 
concept. His students went on to use 
their new skills to teach tourists.

Sandboarding is also very popular 
in Brazil, Peru, and Argentina. The 
dunes there are close to the cities, 
just like on the Oregon Coast, making 
a day of boarding easy for the locals. 
They are the best in the world at 
doing airborne tricks and achieving 
IULJKWHQLQJ�VSHHG�DV�WKH\�Á\�GRZQ�
giant dunes.  But they can’t carve, 
either. “I could beat 100% of those 
guys in a slalom race ten times out of 
ten,” Walton stated. “But in terms of 
air. If we had a trick competition then 
they would stomp me. And I’m one of 
the better sandboarders in the U.S.”

Occasionally, premier boarders like 
:DOWRQ�ÀQG�QRWRULHW\�LQ�IURQW�RI�
cameras. When a television network 
or a beer company needs a boarder 
for their show or commercial, they 
call Beale for names. Every summer, 
at least three opportunities arise 
for shoots involving newspapers, 
magazines, TV shows, or web series. 
Walton himself has been involved in 
about 25 separate shoots involving 
sandboarding as a consultant of on-
screen talent.

Until now, sandboarding has 
remained a niche tourist activity 
in Oregon. Walton would like to 
see it become a more mainstream 
board sport, but thinks it will take 
a little help from the right people. 
An entrepreneur could expand 
sandboarding beyond the bottleneck 
RI�)ORUHQFH�DQG�LQWR�WKH�ELJ�FLWLHV��
“Sandboard parks. You could build a 
park in a metro area. You could put 
it indoors, potentially. Sand is cheap.”

Until then, the sport will have to 
grow slowly. But Corvallisites don’t 
need a man-made sandboard park 
to learn how to carve. Sand Master 
Park is just a short drive away. And, 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�:DOWRQ��´)ORUHQFH�LV�OLNH�
one big sandboard park.”

A 24-hour rental at SMP is $16 

for board, wax, and admission to 

Sand Master Park dunes. Lesson 

prices vary based on group size, but 

aren’t necessary to start boarding. 

Everybody who rents a board 

gets free basic instruction. Go to 

ww.sandmasterpark.com or call 541-

997-6006 for more information or 

current weather conditions.

sandBoardinG the oreGon dunes
OSU Radio Manager Moonlights as Dune Carving Expert

By Dave DeLuca
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Oregon State University Housing 
and Dining Services (UHDS) has 

gotten a lot of heat from The Advocate 
in the past. We outlined how their 
promises don’t match up to what we 
see in real life, and expressed little 
faith in any changes made. We also 
amalgamated all food services on 
campus to be the responsibility of 
UHDS, which is not the case. UHDS 
operates the student meal plan, a few 
cafes, a market, and a convenience 
VWRUH��0HPRULDO�8QLRQ�5HWDLO�)RRG�
6HUYLFHV��085)6��LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
the food in Dixon, the MU, and the 
library.

AFTEr hIS FIrST yEAr AS ExECuTIvE 
DIrECTor, DAn lArSon 
I met with Dan Larson, the executive 
director of UHDS, to discuss the 
changes he and his team have made 
and hope to make in the future 
regarding healthy food options and 
affordable on-campus housing.

Larson is visibly excited about 
nutrition, and his mantra seems to be 
ingredients with integrity. Of course, 
price point is important, and due 
to their position as a large-volume 
buyer, they are able to put a little 
pressure on distributors to utilize 
better sourcing practices, or to use 
better ingredients so that distributors 
can support the UHDS objective. 

,Q�D�UHFHQW�ÁLHU��8+'6�RXWOLQHG�
their goals: to “create transformative 
learning environments,” to “equalize 
student success,” and to “improve 
health.” Improve health is the one 
Larson and I focused on the most. 
Larson and his team have overhauled 
the program and seem to have put 
QXWULWLRQ�ÀUVW��,Q�%LQJ·V�&DIH�LQ�
Weatherford Hall, nutrition facts and 
handy allergy guides are visible and 
accessible, making it obvious that 
nutrition is at the forefront of these 

new goals. The same cannot be said 
for Dixon Cafe, where calorie info is 
not posted—nor are ingredient lists 
RU�DOOHUJ\�ODEHOV��8+'6����085)6����

UHDS’ next big food project is 
À[LQJ�XS�WKH�FRQYHQLHQFH�VWRUHV��
moving from stocking what sells to 
encouraging better eating habits. 
They are also working on getting 
SNAP accepted at Cascadia Market 
on campus, which would improve 
accessibility. UHDS is also working 
with the colleges of Agriculture, 
Horticulture, and Crop and Soil 
Science to grow a garden on campus. 
While it won’t be possible to utilize 
the garden for all of UHDS’ produce 
needs, it’s a start, and it could allow 
for heirloom varieties of veggies and 
fruits to be featured on the menus. 

It’s impossible to say for sure when 
and how these changes will affect 
students, but it’s exciting to see the 
concerted effort to feature real foods 
for students on a budget. 

EvAluATIng uhDS ProgrESS 
Brooklyn, a former resident advisor, 
said that the meal plan is better 
and healthier, and that they tell you 
what’s in the food, but that it is more 
expensive. To that, Larson said that 
KH�WULHV�UHDOO\�KDUG�WR�ÀQG�WKH�EHVW�
price at his volume level. He seems 
genuine, and it is a hard problem 
WR�WDFNOH��%XW�LW�GHÀQLWHO\�UHPDLQV�
cheaper to eat off campus.

This brings us to the cost of living 
on campus, which also remains 
high. Dorm living cost varies on 

hall, anywhere from $11,775 (per 
academic year, in a large single room 
in Weatherford Hall), to $5,304 (per 
academic year, in a triple room in 
Sackett Hall). This does not include 
meal plans, which range from $3,501 
to $1,290 per year. The average cost 
of living in a dorm is $8,553 for the 
dorm and $2,396 for the meal plan. 
That means a student’s monthly cost 
is $1,216.

By comparison, I live in a two-
bedroom on 9th Street and I split the 
$750 rent. I shop at various grocery 
stores, and my monthly cost of living 
is way less than $1,216. I don’t even 
make that much monthly. Living 
on campus remains generally more 
expensive than off-campus options, 
often prohibitively so. UHDS did 
introduce less expensive triple rooms 
for the 2013-’14 academic year and 
it’s experiencing some success, but 
these still cost a minimum of $5,055 
yearly before adding in a meal plan. 

Larson seems genuine about the 
changes he and his team have made, 
and optimistic about the future. 
He is excited to work with SNAP 
to make Cascadia Market more 
accessible, and with the colleges to 
create a garden, which is an exciting 
development that anyone can get 
behind.  

The expanded options for triple 
rooms are somewhat encouraging, 
EXW�LQ�JHQHUDO�LW�UHPDLQV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�
rationalize on-campus options unless 
something can be done to bend the 
cost curve downwards. Larson has 
been at the job for only a little over 
a year and he remains optimistic 
in the face of many challenges. The 

Advocate will continue to track 
UHDS as it grapples to make 
improvements.

proGress check… university housinG  
and dininGAfter a Year, How Is the New Honcho Doing?

By Rachel Sandstrom

IT gETS BETTEr
24 hr SuICIDE hoTlInE
Benton County Mental health Crisis line 
1-888-232-7192�����������	�
���������

���������	�
����������������	�������������

�����������������������������	�����

����������	�
����������������
������������

������� 	�
���!!�������������"����#�

�����������	�
���������
���������	�
����������������	�������������

�������������������
������������	�����

����������	�
���������������� ������������

������� 	�
���!!������������	!�������� 	�
���!!������������	!�������� 	�
���!!������������	!�



8 | Corvallis Advocate

Corvallis has such a wide variety of art 
and culture that it’s hard to imagine 

squeezing any more talent into the mix, 
but one of Corvallis’ newest artists has 
plenty of new inspiration to add. Hilary 
Leslie moved to Corvallis in December, 
and brought her henna-inspired artwork 
with her. Leslie is an Oregonian at heart, 
born and raised in Newport. At the young 
age of 23, she has traveled all over the 
world, enjoying art and culture of many 
different countries. Her trips have taken 
her from the glittering steps of Versailles 
and the canals of Venice all the way to 
the streets of Seoul, South Korea and the 
mating grounds of blue-footed boobies in 
the Galapagos. Throughout her travels 
she has been inspired to create many 
interesting and unique designs that all 
capture her vivid personality. 

Leslie returns to Oregon from a yearlong 
study abroad program in Seville, Spain. 
While in Spain she had the opportunity 
to visit many places that helped shape 
some of her newer art. On a weekend trip 
to Morocco, she was able to see artwork 
much like her own, as well as new types 
of geometric artwork that led her to begin 
using more triangular shapes in some of 
her work.

“The artwork in Morocco was stunning,” 
she said. “There simply aren’t enough 
superlatives to describe the beauty 
and effort that goes into all the tiny 
details and symmetry of their geometric 
patterns. We visited an art school during 
my trip and it only furthered my interest 
in two-dimensional design.”

Leslie also was touched by the Islamic art 
that has survived throughout history in 
southern Spain. “Both the Alcazar palace 
in Seville and the Alhambra palace 
in Granada were incredibly inspiring, 
any art-lover’s paradise. Islamic art 
can be found all over Spain due to their 
long history. Spain has been ruled and 

conquered by many different groups, but 
much of the Islamic art remains perfectly 
intact; that should inspire anyone,” she 
said.

Leslie has been producing artwork for as 
long as she can remember. Originally, 
she began sketching and doing drawings 
for her family’s Christmas cards each 
\HDU��,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�IHZ�\HDUV�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO�
she took an art class where she produced 
all different kinds of artwork, but this 
class was canceled after her sophomore 
year due to lack of funding for the arts. 
That didn’t stop her, however, and after 
seeing henna at a birthday party, she 
taught herself to draw the different 
elements of the patterns by looking at 
pictures and combining those elements 
in unique and different designs. The 
most surprising thing about her artwork 
is that she uses no tools to help keep 
her drawings symmetrical. She never 
uses rulers, compasses, or stencils, only 
a Sharpie pen and paper. The more she 
drew these fun and impressive pieces, the 
more people asked her for her work, and 
she eventually began making packages of 
cards by hand to sell for a few dollars to 
pay for the materials.

$OWKRXJK�PRVW�SHRSOH�ÀQG�KHU�DUWZRUN�

By Kyra Young henna By hiLaryWorld Traveler Lands in Corvallis Art Community 

541.926.3000
www.oregonwebpress.com

Magazines . Newspapers 
Mailing Services . Graphic Design

make an impression.

fall in love with print. Like the advocate 
on facebook
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compelling, Leslie maintains that “it 
is just doodling and drawing circles,” 
and so she sells her work for incredibly 
affordable prices. She now works with 
online companies to produce all sorts of 
items using her artwork, including fabric, 
wrapping paper, laptop sleeves, coffee 
mugs, pillows, and framed posters. Most 
of her work is similar in that it maintains 
elements of traditional henna, but some 
of her newest pieces include inspirations 

from the geometry of the artwork in 
Morocco. 

Hilary Leslie hopes to join the Corvallis 

artistic community and grow to call this 

place home, at least until her wanderlust 

takes her back out into the world. Her 

web address is http://hennabyhilary.wix.

FRP�KHQQD�E\�KLODU\��<RX�FDQ�DOVR�ÀQG�
her on Facebook by searching for “Henna 

by Hilary.”

PROGRESSIVE AND PROVEN
We combine the latest techniques and technologies 

with time proven methods; all in an environment 
that meets each child’s individual needs

WE BECOME FAMILY
Even before school starts, our teachers meet 
with students and parents in their homes; 
we also maintain enough staff to genuinely 
respond as needs arise.

ACADEMICALLY RICH
Zion students exceed national standards in all 

subjects, we use standardized testing every fall; the 
ITBS/CogAT (Iowa Tests of Basic Skills), for grades 1-8.

Drop-by tours every Friday or by appointment any day

PRE-K – 8TH GRADE: 
Convenient in town location Christian education that  welcomes all

2800 NW Tyler Ave  I  Corvallis, OR 97330
(541) 753-7503  I  zioncorvallis.com
www.facebook.com/zionlscorvallis

Education that uses every tool



10 | Corvallis Advocate

Thursday, Mar. 26

‘Mythic Voices: dreams, 
Journals, Poems’ at Studio 
262. 425 SW Madison Ave. #1. 10:30 
a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Studio262 is pleased 
to announce the latest show in its 
featured artist series, showcasing 
the work of local artists Alexandra 
Schaefers and Rachel Urista. Using 
verbal and visual language together 
in their paintings, writing, and 
journaling, these women share 
a personal look into their artistic 
selves. During the show they will also 
be offering demos and workshops 
at Studio262. For info, visit www.
studio262gallery.com.

Michelle hazelton Plays 
Peacock. 125 SW 2nd St. 7 – 8 
p.m. Come enjoy a late dinner or a 
few drinks with friends while you 
listen to Hazelton’s acoustic styles. 
Minors welcome until 8 p.m.    

Wild hog in the Woods at 
Calapooia Brewing. 140 NW Hill St., 
Albany. 7:30 p.m.  

ELProject (w/members 
of Mango django) at Bombs 
Away Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 
9 p.m. Cost: $3. Sam Cooper is a 
Portland-based musician who plays 
in the Americana folk ‘n’ roll genre. 
Ghost Towns is twisted rock ‘n’ roll 
featuring violin, trumpet, accordion, 
saxophone, etc. 

Buckin’ Thursday Western 
Night at Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill. 
140 NW 3rd St. 10 p.m. 

Ladies’ Night Featuring 
dJ h-ram & Josh soto 
at Impulse Bar & Grill. 1425 NW 
Monroe Ave. 10 p.m.

Friday, Mar. 27

Music à la Carte: Osu 
Faculty recital. Memorial 

Union Lounge, 2501 SW Jefferson 
Way. 12 p.m. David Servias and 
friends. Features Nathan Boal, 
saxophone; David Servias, piano; 
Ryan Biesack, percussion; and others.  

Wine Tastings at First 
Alternative South. 1007 SE 3rd St. 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Open Mic at imagine 
Coffee. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 
7:30 – 9 p.m. 

sam Cooper & Company 
and Ghost Towns at Bombs 
Away Café.  2527 NW Monroe Ave. 
9 p.m. Cost: $3. Sam Cooper is a 
Portland-based musician who plays 
in the Americana folk ‘n’ roll genre. 
Ghost Towns is twisted rock ‘n’ roll 
featuring violin, trumpet, accordion, 
saxophone, etc. 

Flashback Friday at Jack 
Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St. 
9 p.m. 

The Low down at Cloud & 
Kelly’s Public House. 126 SW 1st St. 
10 p.m. Cloud & Kelly’s Public House 
is proud to present a new destination 
for your Friday night dance and 
house needs: The Low Down.   

saTurday, Mar. 28

Corvallis indoor Winter 
Market. Benton County 
Fairgrounds, 110 SW 53rd St. 9 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. One of western Oregon’s 
oldest weekly indoor winter markets, 
the Corvallis Indoor Winter Market 
serves the Corvallis, Albany, and 
Mid-Valley area. The market runs 
every Saturday at Guerber Hall on 
the Benton County Fairgrounds from 
mid-January through the end of 
March each winter.  

James Warren story Time 
for Kids at Imagine Coffee Live 
Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 10 
a.m.

Fun-with-the-animals 
Work Party at Lighthouse 
Farm sanctuary. 36831 
Richardson Gap Rd., Scio. 10 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. For all ages and abilities. 
Work parties provide the sanctuary’s 
abused, abandoned, or neglected 
farm animals with clean water, 
bedding, and living conditions. No 
RSVP required; just show up wearing 
farm apparel and boots.       

Transitioning your yard 
to Organic with randy 
ritchie at Garland Nursery. 5470 
NW Hwy. 20. 11:30 a.m. Join Garland 
Nursery as Randy Ritchie, founder 
and owner of Malibu Compost, 
shares how to transition your yard 
into a strong, healthy, organic one. 
Randy will also explain the biology 
of the soil and types of organic 
ingredients in teas and soil mixes 
and how they work for your soil. 

Tool sharpening by a 
New Edge sharpening 
at Garland Nursery. 5470 NE Hwy. 
20. 12 – 3 p.m. Back by popular 
demand, A New Edge Mobile Knife 
& Tool Sharpening will get all your 
gardening tools into tip-top shape 
just in time for spring.

 Mark Lynch & Cliff 
Feldman at Imagine Coffee. 5460 
SW Philomath Blvd. 7:30 – 9 p.m. 

Penn’s Woods & a 
Gearbox heart at Bombs Away 
Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 9 p.m. 
Cost: $3. Corvallis-based rock band 
composed of East Coast expatriates 
Michael Thomas and Justin Groft and 
Oregon native son Wes Walker. They 
like beer, local music, and playing 
songs about coal towns and the 
woods.

saturday stampede at Jack 
Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St. 
9 p.m.   

suNday, Mar. 29

Zen Meditation at the Yoga 
Center of Corvallis. 111 NW 2nd 
St. 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. No charge. 
Donations accepted. For info, call 
Abby at 541-754-4124.    

yoga for recovery at Live 
Well Studio. 971 Spruce Ave. 12:30 
– 1:45 p.m. For recovery from 
substance abuse, eating disorders, 
codependency. By donation. For info, 
visit  www.livewellstudio.com.   

Blues Jam at Calapooia Brewing. 
140 NE Hill St., Albany. 4 p.m. 

Meditation/Mindfulness. 
Willamette Wellness Center, 6735 
SW Country Club Dr. 5 – 6 p.m. Learn 
various meditation techniques to find 
inner calm, maintain good health, 
and reduce stress. Guaranteed to 
leave you centered and relaxed. All 
ages welcome. For info, call 971-218-
6798 or visit https://sites.google.com/
site/carolynschechtman.       

Majestic reader’s 
Theatre: ‘Enchanted april’ 
at Majestic Theatre. 115 SW 2nd St. 
7 p.m. Tickets: $10 ($8 for members, 
seniors, and students). When two 
frustrated London housewives decide 
to rent a villa in Italy for a holiday 
away from their bleak marriages, 
they recruit two very different 
English women to share the cost and 
the experience. There, among the 
wisteria blossoms and Mediterranean 
sunshine, all four bloom again—
rediscovering themselves in ways 
that they—and we—could never 
have expected.         

MONday, Mar. 30

insight Meditation Group. 
A practice group in the Theravada 
Buddhist tradition. For info, contact 
maryleigh.burke@gmail.com.  

science art Class at Avery 

House. 214 SW Monroe Ave. Ages 
4 to 5: 1 – 2:15 p.m.; Ages 5 to 8: 
3:15 – 4:30 p.m. Material fee: $10. 
Science-based art education; learn 
to understand the physics of color 
and light through art and interactive 
experiments.

Five stones sangha: 
Mindful Meditation at 
Friends Meeting House. 3311 NW 
Polk Ave. 5:30 p.m. Five Stones 
Sangha meets regularly every 
week to practice meditations 
and strengthen mindfulness. For 
info, call Ken at 541-760-9760 or 
visit https://sites.google.com/site/
fivestonessanghacorvallis.

heroclix at Matt’s Cavalcade of 
Comics. 2075 NW Buchanan Ave. 
5:30 – 8 p.m. Heroclix takes place 
at Matt’s Cavalcade of Comics every 
Monday.

The Majestic Theatre 
Public Forums. 115 SW 2nd St. 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. During the month of 
March, the Majestic Theatre will be 
hosting public forums on the various 
potential uses of the theater by and 
for the community. 

Prenatal yoga at Live Well 
Studio. 971 Spruce Ave. 7 – 8:15 p.m. 
Every Monday. Drop-in. For info, visit 
www.livewellstudio.com. 

international Folk dance 
in Albany. 1180 25th Ave. SW. 7 p.m. 
Cost: $4.

Traditional West african 
dance Classes at Oddfellows 
Hall. 223 SW 2nd St. 7:15 p.m. 
Traditional West African dance 
classes hosted by Maria Soumah 
from Guinea, West Africa. 
Accompanied by live drumming from 
Fefafe.

dicemasters at Matt’s 
Cavalcade of Comics. 2075 NW 

CaLENDar
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541-752-5151
1045 NW KINGS BLVD

THE MAJESTIC THEATRE ��WWW.MAJESTIC.ORG���BOX OFFICE: 541-738-7469 

Les MisérabLes

May 8 - 24th

tickets: $20 - 25
*speciaL Mother’s Day event*

tickets: $25 - 30 
incLuDes Desserts & beverages

Majestic Reader’s Theatre

Enchanted 
April

by Matthew Barber

March 29th

3pm & 7pm
in the majestic lab theatre

Tickets: $8-10

Festival 

Poetics 2015

APRIL 2nd - 5th

Join the Festival 

Poetics for a weekend 

celebration of poetry 

and spoken word!

Friday & Saturday 

Night at the Majestic

Tickets: $15 

Two Night Pass 

for $20
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Buchanan Ave. 7:30 p.m. Every 
Monday. DiceMasters is an all-new 
cross-brand offering utilizing WizKids 
Games’ proprietary Dice Building 
Game platform where players collect 
and assemble their “team” of 
character dice and battle in head-to-
head game play.

Bryson skaar at Imagine 
Coffee Live Arts. 5460 SW Philomath 
Blvd. 7:30 p.m.

Pu’uwai O Ke Kuawa 
heart of the Valley hula at 
First Baptist Church. 125 NW 10th 
St. 8:15 – 9:15 p.m. All shapes, sizes, 
and levels of ability are invited to try 
this gentle form of Hawaiian dance 
and expression. Cost: $5 per class.

TuEsday, Mar. 31

Chair yoga at Live Well Studio. 
971 Spruce Ave. 3 p.m. Suited to 

those with medical or physical 
limitations. By donation. For info, 
visit www.livewellstudio.com.

Teen yoga at Live Well Studio. 
971 Spruce Ave. 4 p.m. All teens 
welcome, all levels. Free. For info, 
visit www.livewellstudio.com.

Corvallis Community 
Choir rehearsals at 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Corvallis. 2945 NW Circle Blvd. 
7 – 9 p.m. Newcomers welcome. 
No audition is required. Director: 
James Moursund. Cost: $50 per 
term. For info, contact Nan Chaney 
at 541-740-6068 or nonandjay1@
gmail.com, or visit www.
corvalliscommunitychoir.us.  

2 step Tuesdays at Riley’s 
Billiards Bar & Grill. 124 SW 
Broadalbin St., Albany. 7 – 11 p.m. 

Celtic Jam at Imagine Coffee 
Live Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 
7:30 – 9 p.m. 

Timba Tuesday at Impulse 
Bar & Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave. 
7:30 p.m. Join the Rumbanana Salsa 
Group every Tuesday night after 
Rumbanana’s classes at Impulse Bar 
& Grill. They’ll be playing the best 
Timba, with a hint of Reggaeton and 
Bachata. Under 21 allowed until 9 
p.m. No cover.  

WEdNEsday, apr. 1

Cheap Night at Darkside 
Cinema. 215 SW 4th St. Wednesday 
is Cheap Night at Darkside. Cost: 
$6 for all shows. Bring your own 
container for discounted prices on 
popcorn.

Fun-with-the-animals 
Work Party at Lighthouse Farm 

Sanctuary. 36831 Richardson Gap 
Rd., Scio. 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. For all 
ages and abilities. Work parties 
provide the sanctuary’s abused, 
abandoned, or neglected farm 
animals with clean water, bedding, 
and living conditions. No RSVP 
required; just show up wearing farm 
apparel and boots.      

Complete Organic 
Gardening Course at 
Bruce Starker Arts Park. 4485 SW 
Country Club Dr. 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
This month-long, comprehensive 
course covers vegetable production, 
perennials, pruning, edible weeds, 
integrated pest management, soil 
health, grafting, seed saving, and 
more. The program includes weekly 
gardening practicums (Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.), paired with evening 
discussions (Wednesdays, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.). For info, visit  www.

corvallisenvironmentalcenter.org/
edible-corvallis-initiative/events/cog.

Mr. Bill’s Trivia Night at 
Murphy’s Restaurant & Lounge. 2740 
SW 3rd St. 7 to 10 p.m.    

Thursday, apr. 2

Meet the author: John 
Marzluff at LaSells Stewart 
Center. 875 SW 26th St. 7 p.m. 
Join the Spring Creek Project 
for a reading and signing with 
John Marzluff and his new book: 
“Welcome to Subirdia: Sharing Our 
Neighborhoods with Wrens, Robins, 
Woodpeckers, and Other Wildlife.” 
This book documents how wildlife 
has adapted to urban and suburban 
areas, often in surprising ways. 

Michelle hazelton Plays 
Peacock. 125 SW 2nd St. 7 – 8 
p.m. Come enjoy a late dinner or a 
few drinks with friends while you 
listen to Hazelton’s acoustic styles. 
Minors welcome until 8 p.m.     

Festival Poetics 2015 at the 
Majestic Theatre. 115 SW 2nd St. 
7:30 p.m. Festival Poetics 2015 takes 
place in Corvallis from April 2 to April 
5. Weekend passes are available at 
the Majestic Theatre box office and 
online at www.majestic.org/festival-
poetics-2015.

Freerange Open Mic at 
Bombs Away Café. 2527 NW Monroe 
Ave. 8 p.m. In the spirit of fostering 
camaraderie in the Corvallis music 
scene and creation of new bands/
projects, we give you Freerange 
Open Mic Night!

Wild hog in the Woods at 
Calapooia Brewing. 140 NW Hill St., 
Albany. 7:30 p.m.   

Buckin’ Thursday Western 
Night at Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill. 
140 NW 3rd St. 10 p.m. 

Ladies’ Night Featuring 
dJ h-ram & Josh soto 
at Impulse Bar & Grill. 1425 NW 
Monroe Ave. 10 p.m.

albany historic 
Carousel and Museum, 
503 W 1st Ave. Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In the 
lobby, view finished animals and 
watch the painters work on a 
number of animals and other hand-
crafted projects. In the carving 
studio, see and touch over two 
dozen carvings in progress. 

history inspectors: 
Exhibit-Based scavenger 
hunt. Albany Regional Museum, 
136 SE Lyon St.  11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Kids can discover the answers 
to Albany’s history while visiting 
the museum and earn the title of 
ARM History Inspector. Includes 
an activity sheet. Free; donations 
accepted. 

The arts Center youth 
Poetry Contest. The Arts 
Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., 
Corvallis. In celebration of Poetry 
Month, April 2015, all poets in 
grades K to 12 living in Linn or 

Benton County are invited to 
participate in the 10th annual Arts 
Center Youth Poetry Contest. This 
exhibition is generously supported 
by the Marys Peak Poets. All poems 
submitted will be exhibited in the 
Corinne Woodman Gallery at the 
Arts Center from March 31 through 
April 25.

‘something Old, 
something Blue.’ Benton 
County Historical Museum, 1101 
Main St., Philomath. Runs through 
Oct. 24. Tuesday through Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The exhibition 
showcases artifacts from the 
combined Horner Museum and 
Benton County Historical Society 
artifact collections, with an 
emphasis on the color blue. Sub-
themes include blue in nature, art, 
fashion, school colors, uniforms, 
decorative arts, and more. The 
museum has also borrowed 
something new: man-made 
blue pigment from the Oregon 
State University Department of 
Chemistry. 

‘howland Community 
OPEN Exhibition.’ The 
Arts Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., 
Corvallis. Runs through April 4. One 
of the Arts Center’s most popular 
exhibits.

‘Color is the Key’ 
Exhibit by Carolee 
Clark. The Arts Center, 700 
SW Madison Ave. Runs through 
March 28. Carolee Clark has 
always had art around her. As a 
child she would draw, while her 
artist-mother set up her easel, and 
be enthralled with her crayons and 
pencils, graduating to watercolor 
when her mother gave her a set.

‘Mythic Voices: dreams, 
Journals, Poems.’  
Studio262, 425 SW Madison 
Ave., Ste. G. Runs from March 26 
through April 30. Showing in the 
Studio262 main gallery is “Mythic 
Voices: Dreams, Journals, Poems,” 
featuring artwork by Alexandra 
Schaefers and Rachel Urista. Show 
reception: April 16, 4 to 8 p.m.  

science art Class. Avery 
House, 214 SW Monroe Ave. Runs 
from March 30 through June 1. 
Ages 4 to 5: 1 to 2:15 p.m.; Ages 5 
to 8: 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. Material fee: 
$10. Science-based art education; 
learn to understand the physics 
of color and light through art and 
interactive experiments. 

Complete Organic 
Gardening Course. 
Bruce Starker Arts Park, 4485 SW 
Country Club Dr. Runs from April 
1 through April 30. This month-
long, comprehensive course covers 
vegetable production, perennials, 
pruning, edible weeds, integrated 
pest management, soil health, 
grafting, seed saving, and more. 
The program includes weekly 
gardening practicums (Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.) paired with evening 
discussions (Wednesdays, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.). For info, visit  www.
corvallisenvironmentalcenter.org/
edible-corvallis-initiative/events/
cog.

Ongoing March-april Events...

5460 SW Philomath Blvd — www.imaginecoffee.net 

Just West of 53rd, Between Corvallis & Philomath

3/26 Natalia Corbitt, 7:30 - 9pm

3/27 Open Mike , 7:30 - 9pm

3/28 Mark Lynch & Cliff Feldman,  

7:30 - 9pm

Every Monday: Bryson Skaar, piano, 7:30 – 9pm

Every Tuesday: Celtic Jam, 7pm

Every Saturday: James Warren, Story Time, 10 am

ESPrESSO, GrEaT FOOd & LOCaL arTiSTS...Natalia & 
Cristoforo’s

Authentic Italian Meats & Cheeses

:LQH�&ODVVHV�����3DUW\�7UD\V

����1:�-DFNVRQ�6W�������&RUYDOOLV
541.752.1114

Alchemist Best Sandwich Shop Winner

Advocate Selection as a Hidden Foodie Find

Fades, Line-ups, 
ROTC Cuts & More!

Located in the M.U. on campus
UNIVERSITY CUTS

BEST CUTS IN 
CORVALLIS!
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Advocate picks...

Thursday, March 26
ELPrOJECT

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. Free

Mango Django provides some of Corvallis’ most 
oft leaned-on live jazz music. They’re talented, 
eclectic, and they play out a bunch for free, so 
they’re pretty much the tippity-top of the Corvallis 
jazz scene. Well, buckle up because they’re going 
all Gang Starr with this hip-hop collaboration that 
sounds intriguing at the very least. Though I doubt 
these guys are going to get as gully as Guru used 
to (RIP) I tend to think this is gonna be one of the 
hottest live music nights of the week.

WiLd hOG iN ThE WOOds

Calapooia Brewing, 140 NE Hill St., 
albany. 7 p.m. Free

Go wild with this super authentic bunch of 
American strummers as they play what their 
website describes as “stringband music 
totapatoeto.” If you have any idea what that is, 
you’ll probably love this band. The rest of you will 
just like it a whole lot, because they’re great. It’s 
time to go hog wild, as they say. “They” being 
some people much, much older than me. 

Friday, March 27 
saM COOPEr & COMPaNy aNd 
GhOsT TOWNs

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $3
Buckle up for Corvallis’ favorite, and apparently only, 
known musical genre. That’s right, it’s folk/Americana 
out of Portland, and I predict banjos and flannels will 
be present. I kid because I love. But all joking aside 
this is a pretty strong “show of the week” candidate 
right here. Sam Cooper plays charming and light 
romantic stuff, and Ghost Towns plays a more eclectic, 
fuller-sounding version of the same which includes 
accordions, brass, and other accoutrements. But both 
bands are toting extremely strong musicianship. I’ll be 
toting a jar of moonshine and my love of local music. 
We’ll see who ends up partying backstage…  

aLBaNy CiViC ThEaTEr:  
Much Ado About NothiNg

111 1st ave. SW, albany. 7:30 p.m. $12 
($9 for seniors, juniors)
One of Shakespeare’s greatest plays gets a 1920’s 
treatment at the ACT, and for $12, you have no 
excuse to miss this, unless of course the Majestic is 
doing Twelfth Night at the same time. They’re not. So 
go see Beatrice and Benedict verbally joust and then 
fall in love, and then fall out of love and then fall in 
love once more. Taking place in the flapper era is an 
intriguing setup and a creative direction to take the 
worn material, so bring your tommy guns and your 
bathroom stills and get thee to Albany. Also, can I 
have a ride? Because my Model T took a Model S all 
over my driveway and won’t start.       

saturday, March 28
TiM sNidEr aNd MBrasCaTu

Cloud & Kelly’s, 126 SW 1st St. 10 p.m. 
$3 to $5

Mbrascatu absolutely blows my mind. Maybe 
they have an unfair advantage because they play 
Italian folk-inspired indie rock, and that’s just not 
as played out as… say… another Americana band. 
Or maybe their advantage lies in the fact they’re 
an insanely talented group of musicians. Either 
way, this is undoubtedly the most exhilarating and 
interesting band to come through Corvallis this or 
any other weekend. There’s also a guy named Tim 
Snider opening for them who I didn’t pay as much 
attention to because I was too busy nerding out over 
the headliner, but he also plays amazing world music 
and just returned from a tour of Brazil.

PENN’s WOOds & a 
GEarBOx hEarT

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $3

Well well well, Corvallis, what’s this? A punk show? 
Don’t mind if I do! Penn’s Woods is a little more emo; 
they’ve got a scent of Jawbreaker about them, while 
A Gearbox Heart is more upbeat melodic pop-punk. 
They’re both energetic and loud and remind me of 
a time when I got all boned up for the punk scene. 
Nowadays I’m a little too tired to jump up and down 
to this stuff, but if you’re even a modicum less old 
and pathetic than me, this might be the show for 
you. Just don’t request any New Found Glory covers. 
It’s not that they wouldn’t play them, it’s just that if 
you do, I’ll have to kill you.

sunday, March 29
MaJEsTiC rEadEr’s ThEaTrE 
PrEsENTs ENchANtEd April

Majestic Theatre, 3 and 7 p.m. $10 ($8 
for members, seniors, students)

The thespians of the Majestic want to take you on a 
vacation to Italy, courtesy of the stage adaptation of 
Elizabeth von Arnim’s classic 1922 novel, Enchanted 
April. The lavish and dramatic story of Londoners 
learning to appreciate life and love once more by 
taking a trip to Italy is not what immediately comes 
to mind as a great candidate to get the Reader’s 
Theatre treatment, but that’s what makes this series 
so fun and vital to Corvallis’ stage scene. This is 
basically the English version of How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back. Get your groove back at one of our 
first tastes of the state of the theater under its new 
direction.

BLuEs JaM!

Calapooia Brewing Company, 140 NE 
Hill St., albany. 4 to 6 p.m. Free

**classic blues riff** I’ve got the blues… Whoah 
yeah, the not-many-shows-on-Sunday blu-hu-hu-
hues. I’ve got the don’t-want-to-drive-to-Albany-
but-there’s-literally-no-other-live-music-available-
anywhere-so-what-else-can-I-do bluessssss (cue 
guitar solo as I run out of breath). So? Am I in? Can 
I join the Blues Jam? What? There’s no tryout and I 
just have to show up? Thanks, but I could have used 
that info before I made an ass out of myself… You 
may want to consider not doing a whole audition 
and just showing up yourself, because as I’ve made 
clear, this is pretty much your only option to hear 
music on Sundays that isn’t from your iPod.  

submit: do you know of an upcoming event?
Email us and we’ll add it to the web calendar calendar@corvallisadvocate.com

Local Love Award

Corvallis

d
This week bestowed on  

Nano Arts Festival

Organizers can sometimes 

burn out, but not these folks... 

Multimedia in many a venue 

is no easy task, but this group 

is energized, passionate and 

downright interesting. We 

hope they continue for many 

years to come.

8 DayS a WEEK...
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lunCh & DInnEr  
Small $3.99   Medium $5.99   Large $7.99

gyroS (yEEroS) 
Seasoned ground Lamb & Beef meat served on  
pita with lettuce, tomatoes and garlic tahini sauce

ChICKEn or lAMB ShAWErMA 
Your choice of grilled lean cuts of marinated lamb or 
chicken slices, served on pita with, lettuce, tomatoes 
and garlic tahini sauce

vEgITArIAn FAlAFEl 
Delicious Pâté of ground cooked Garbanzo & Fava 
beans mixed with a special blend of spices, served 
on pita with lettuce, tomatoes and tahini sauce 

For the above add $2.00 for rice or a side dish 
creation of the day

MEAlS unDEr $10
roASTED lAMB ShAnK or 
MEDITErrAnEAn ChICKEn ovEr  
rICE or CouSCouS $9.99

vEgETArIAn SPECIAl CoMBo  
CrEATIon $9.99   

SouP or SAlAD CrEATIon oF ThE DAy    
Small $3.99   Large $5.99

BrEAKFAST (All DAy)
MEDITERRANEAN COFFEE & BAKLAVA $ 4.99
GREEK SAUSAGE OMELET ON A PITA $ 3.99
MEDITERRANEAN VEGGIE OMELET ON A PITA $3.99
MEDITERRANEAN BAKLAVA $2.50
FRESH BAKED FRENCH SOURDOUGH BAGUETTES $3.00Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

453 SW Madison & 5th St.
Downtown Corvallis
(541) 908-2667 

corvallismediterranean.com

Text  
Only

ChECK ouT our In-houSE MEDITErrEAnEAn MArKET!

Monday, March 30
BrysON sKaar

Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW philomath 
Blvd. 7:30 p.m. Free

Until Monday Night Football starts, I’m not 
sure I recognize a good reason to not be at 
Bryson Skaar’s jazz piano explosion at the 
‘Gine. In fact, out of all the explosions in the 
‘Gine, this may be my favorite. Next time I’m 
there I plan to request “Caravan,” and then 
if he doesn’t know it or have the sheet music 
handy, I plan to hum as many bars of it as is 
necessary to jog his memory. And then if he 
still can’t play it, I’ll just have to get tough 
with him, by which I mean begging him to 
play it while I’m dragged out of the place 
crying. 

TradiTiONaL WEsT aFriCaN 
daNCE CLassEs

Odd Fellows Hall, 223 SW 2nd St. 
7:15 p.m. 

Where’s Gloria Estefan when you need her? 
Because this town is dreadfully short on 
rhythm. Good news for all you who can’t keep 
a beat, Fefafe and the West African dance 
community are here to teach you how to 
move. And you better learn quick, because the 
alternative is learning to move… to Albany.

Tuesday, March 31
COMMuNiTy MOViE NiGhT

Darkside Cinema, 215 SW 4th St.  
2 and 7 p.m. Free

CMNYK Curator Ygal Kaufman has something 
new in store for the March 31, 40th installment 
of Community Movie Night. It’s 1963’s The 
Terror, directed by the great Roger Corman, 
starring Boris Karloff and Jack Nicholson! This 
is one of Corman’s works during a period when 
he was obsessed with Edgar Allen Poe. This 
one isn’t actually a Poe adaptation, but it has 
that feel. It also features a young Nicholson 
in basically his first major starring role, and 
he even directed some scenes. As always, this 
is a free screening, and donations benefit the 
Darkside Cinema renovations, so don’t be a 
rube and miss it.

CELTiC JaM

Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW philomath 
Blvd. 7 p.m. Free

What’s better than a Welsh Jam, Scotch Jam, 
and Raspberry Jam all mixed together? It’s 
the weekly Celtic Jam at the ‘Gine. Now don’t 
get all excited about jamming up the ‘Gine, 
because this event is pretty low key. But if you 
have a fiddle, a bouzouki, or just some Irish 
dancing shoes, you may want to be front and 
center for this hot weekly get-down. I had a 
bouzouki myself once, but I got to close to 
Michael Flatley while blazing a solo and now 
it’s just matchsticks. Such is life…   

Wednesday, april 1
ThE JENNa suMMEr sMiTh 
BaNd

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 7:30 p.m. Free

Rockabilly and soul mixed together for a bit 
of vintage-sounding excellence? Count me 
in! Smith’s band includes local stalwarts like 
Linden Wood, and her sound is something akin 
to honey dripping into a bottle of whiskey. 
Yes, please. I won’t be able to make this show, 
unfortunately, because Wednesday night is the 
night I dedicate to treating my athlete’s foot 
problem. It’s really not a problem so much 
as a disaster, so I’m afraid no exceptions can 
be made. Who’d have thought amputating a 
football player’s foot in my living room would 
make such a mess?

OrEGON JaMBOrEE MysTEry 
CONCErT

La Sells Stewart Center, 875 SW 26th 
St. 7:30 p.m. $15

A mystery show, with a mystery band that 
raises money for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital? What a fantastic idea. I have no snark 
up my sleeve for this, it’s a genuinely clever 
idea for a great cause. I have to admit, I was 
more into the idea when I thought the concert 
involved a murder mystery element, rather than 
just a band whose name is being kept under 
wraps, but still… sounds fun.

Thursday, april 2 
FrEE raNGE OPEN MiC NiGhT

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 8 p.m. Free

Look, let’s come to terms with some “hard 
truths,” as I like to call them (I should really 
copyright that…): you all suck. At music, I 
mean, not at life. Well, maybe both. But the 
point is, the only way to raise your music 
game up is to get straight up fearless. That’s 
why I highly endorse open mics. Not only does 
it make performers better, but I rarely get a 
chance to throw eggs and rotting vegetables at 
humans. Usually I have to settle for throwing it 
at the goats in my backyard. I don’t know how 
they got there, or how much rotten fruit is “too 
much,” but… oh yeah, Open Mic Night. You 
should go to this…

rusTy hiNGEs

Calapooia Brewing, 140 NE Hill St., 
albany. 7:30 p.m. Free

Great band full of nice people plays for free 
at brewery, local alt-weekly writer is still a 
dismissive jerk about it. Film at 11. That’s how 
I’d pitch this story if it were on local TV news. 
But in lieu of a proper intro, just bear in mind 
that this is a great band full of nice people that 
will be playing for free at a brewery. You can 
just imagine me being a dismissive jerk about 
it, right? Seriously though, these guys are pretty 
excellent and fun. 
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I got a glimpse of the future and 
past of TV this week, which at 

the time was the present, so it was 
sort of the whole Christmas Carol 
experience. And I’ve come to a 
Scroogesque revelation I’m here 
to herald: network TV is dead. 
I’ve seen its death throes and 
they were grotesque and deeply 
unfunny. Long live the cable/
1HWÁL[�+XOX�DQ\�RWKHU�PRGHO�IRU�
original programming. I watched 
NBC’s Undateable�DQG�1HWÁL[·V�
Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt. One 
was predictably solid, and one 
was unconscionably horrible. Let’s 
visit the Ghost of Television Past 
ÀUVW�

Undateable is—and I don’t make 
this pronouncement lightly—the 
worst, most uninspired piece of 
garbage I’ve ever seen. I honestly 
couldn’t have hated it more. If 
they allow this program to be 
exhibited on televisions in any 
prisons or detention centers, we 
are going to see lawsuits for cruel 
and unusual punishment. It was 
execrable. 

I was roped into this dud by the 
presence of Chris D’Elia and Ron 
Funches in the main cast. These 
are two of the funniest standup 
comedians in the business. Having 
seen them shine on Comedy 
Central standouts Workaholics and 
Kroll Show and in their standup 
URXWLQHV��,�MXVW�ÀJXUHG�WKH\�ZRXOG�
never be on a show like this. 
Walking into the show blind like 
that made what came next hit me 
like a punch in the stomach.

To call the show unfunny would be 
complimentary; to call it moronic, 
a reprieve. I literally didn’t even 
smirk or smile a single time. The 
cast, which if I remember the story 
line, and I really might not because 
it was so hard to stay conscious, 
just sat around a bar set for 20 
minutes and set each other up 
with easy, terrible, predictable 
punchliney nonsense. They hadn’t 
a shred of chemistry between any 
of them. 

There are two women and four 
men in the core cast; three 
of the men are completely 
interchangeable, and the hilarious 
Funches is completely wasted 

in a role that would be a little 
offensive if the whole package 
wasn’t so uniformly terrible. D’Elia, 
who previously demonstrated his 
willingness to be on awful shows 
with Whitney, the short-lived 
Chelsea Handler monstrosity, is 
lazily uninspired and a hollow shell 
of his energetic stage version. He 
barely looked awake for most 
of the pilot, which felt a decade 
long. 

I’m trying not to belabor this point 
too much, but if you like this show, I 
straight up hate you. 

0HDQZKLOH��RYHU�DW�1HWÁL[��7LQD�
Fey returns to TV comedy with 
the Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt. 
And I say it’s the future of TV not 
because it is groundbreaking 
or even that amazingly funny. 
It’s just so successful at being 
exactly what middle class viewing 
audiences want, and what the 
networks seem to deliver less and 
less of; it’s good, dirty but not 
ÀOWK\��IXQQ\�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�
Americans in most of the country. 
And it doesn’t hurt that you get 
the whole package with no 
commercials to watch whenever 
and however many times you 
want.

Kimmy is the wacky story of eternal 
optimist Kimmy Schmidt, who 
escapes from a bunker, where she 
has been held by an apocalyptic 
cult leader, into the big scary 
world she hasn’t seen for years. 
After that it’s basically just another 
ÀVK�RXW�RI�ZDWHU�FRPHG\�ZKLFK�
derives most of its jokes from the 
fact that Kimmy has never seen a 
smart phone. 

But it’s good. Fey wrote the show, 
as well as producing and playing 
a small supporting role, and 
she’s one of the best. Her light, 
wordplay-laden dialogue is familiar 
and refreshing at the same time, 
and the story line is delightfully wry, 
making edgy but never hardcore 
jokes. It’s a level of comedy that’s 
somewhere in between basic 
cable and premium cable. It’s 
edgier than basic, but not outright 
F-bomby like HBO, and so the 
target audience here is enormous.

Ellie Kemper, who came to fame 
by way of the US version of The 

2IÀFH, stars as Kimmy and is 
blandly likable. She’s not bad, but 
she’s given very few opportunities 
to be funny. Her co-star, Tituss 
Burgess, a Broadway star who we 
recently saw in 30 Rock as the 
transcendent D’Fwan, steals the 
show completely. He’s absolutely 
phenomenal and a constant 
delight as Kimmy’s roommate. He’s 
also the opposite of every member 
of the cast of Undateable. 
Because he seems like he actually 
wants to be there, and he has 
a part to play that wouldn’t be 
better off in a paper shredder.

I do wonder if the all-in format of 
posting all the season’s episodes 
simultaneously won’t hurt 
Unbreakable. By releasing them 
all at once, we talk about it in the 
ÀUVW�PRQWK�ZKLOH�ZH·UH�DOO�ZDWFKLQJ�
the show. Then it’s gone from our 
radars until 2016. Undateable, on 
the other hand, gets to roll out 
week by week for months, staying 
fresh on the tips of people’s 
tongues. I mean, hypothetically, 
there’s obviously no way in reality 
that anyone is talking about this 
show, other than to call it a crime 
against humanity.

The future and the past of TV 
comedy are in front of you. With 
Undateable, NBC has given up on 
behalf of the networks. On behalf 
of all of us, I thank them.

EntErtainmEntal The Future and the Past

By Ygal Kaufman
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Our Films Suck Less.
Every night.

(541) 752-4161

WILD —R L`]j]�k�kge]l`af_�YZgml�Y�[af]eYla[�FO�jgY\�ljah�l`Yl�
[aj[mdYl]k�l`]�bma[]k$�klajk�l`]�h`]jgegf]k&�J]]k]�Oal`]jkhggf&

OJ=;CAF?�;J=O��FJ L`]�Oj][caf_�;j]o�eYq�fgl�Y[`a]n]�l`]�
_j]Ylf]kk�g^�l`]�eYfq�[dYkka[�kgf_k�alk�kmZb][lk�`]dh]\�Zjaf_�lg�da^]$�Zml�

al�j]eYafk�Y�`]Yjl^]dl$�gn]j\m]�ljaZml]�lg�gn]jk`Y\go]\�ZjaddaYf[]&

K=J=F9��J� Ogf\]j^md�[af]eYlg_jYh`q�l`Yl�]phdgj]k�l`]�Z]Ymlq�g^�
F&�;YjgdafY�Yf\�log�n]jq�afl]fk]�h]j^gjeYf[]k�^jge� 

B]ffa^]j�DYoj]f[]�Yf\�:jY\d]q�;ggh]j&

O@9L�O=�<G�AF�L@=�K@9<GOK��FJ KeYjl]j$�^j]k`]j$�Yf\�
^mffa]j�l`Yf�Y�eg\]jf�nYehaj]�egna]�`Yk�Yfq�ja_`l�lg�Z]$� 

O`Yl�O]�<g�af�l`]�K`Y\gok�ak�Zdgg\q�_gg\�^mf&

KLADD�9DA;=��H?%)+� 9�_jahhaf_�h]j^gjeYf[]�^jge�BmdaYff]�Eggj]$�
Yf\�Y�`]Yjl^]dl�\jYeY�l`Yl�`gfgjk�alk�\]da[Yl]�l`]e]k�oal`�ZjYn]jq�Yf\�

k]fkalanalq&�:]kl�9[lj]kk�Gk[Yj�Fge�

<Yjcka\]�;af]eY�>adek�^gj�+'*.'%,'*'*()-
Hd]Yk]�[Ydd�gj�dg_�gf�^gj�k`go�lae]k

DARKSIDE CINEMA
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Or at Least Truth Over Easy
Hard trutHs

by Sidney 
Reilly

I guess we’ll all just continue to have our coffee 
with a side of no eye contact. And thank God, 

because I wasn’t about to have a “conversation 
about race” (whatever that is) with a 19-year-
old barista in 90 seconds while I wait for it to be 
brewed.

Of all the criticisms 
leveled at Starbucks, 
DQG�WKHLU�LQÀQLWHO\�
douchey CEO Howard 
Schultz, regarding the 
disastrous rollout of 
their already aborted 
#racetogether 
initiative—and there 
have been many—
surprisingly few have 
actually pointed out 
how cynical it was. For 
those who rely solely 
on Hard Truths for their 
news and were not 
in the know, Starbucks tried to get people to talk 
about race relations in this country with the staff at 
their local coffee shop by instructing employees to 
write “Race Together” on the side of cups.

Let’s just get this obvious bit of reality out of the 
ZD\�ÀUVW��WKHUH�LV�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�D�´GLIÀFXOW�
conversation about race relations in this country.” 
This phrase has been bandied about by every 
sentient being seated in front of a TV camera for 
the last decade, but nobody seems to know what 
that would actually entail, or is ready to actually 
have it. We’re too infatuated with point-scoring 
to have a serious “conversation.” I love that word 
choice; as if we’re really going to shoot the breeze 
about 400 years of institutionalized racism like it’s 
the Sacramento Kings bench rotation.

:RXOG�D�GLIÀFXOW�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�UDFH�EH�RQH�
where one person insists that people shouldn’t 
be judged on the basis of their skin color and 
the other person shouts “check your privilege” 
at them? Or would it be one where one person 
points out the overwhelming disparity of millions 
of minorities locked up for “crimes” that white 
people commit, too, but hardly ever go to jail 
for, while the other person insists one race is just 
more prone to crime? Because in nearly every 
conversation about race, at least one person is 
actively being racist—we don’t always agree 
which person that is, but we’re damn sure not 
going to let the conversation continue without 
scoring those points.

As a society, we’ve elevated racial prejudice 
to the same level as violent crime, so there’s no 
way to “tolerate” an opposing viewpoint. Can 
you have a conversation with a thief standing in 
your living room holding your TV without calling 
911? Actually that’s not a perfect analogy, 
because you don’t call the cops on a burglar so 

they’ll come to your 
house and pat you 
on the back for your 
enlightened opinions. 
But if Facebook, 
Twitter, or any TV show 
on any channel ever 
is the measure, the 
only reason to have 
a conversation about 
race is so people know 
you’re “one of the 
good guys.”

I call the Starbucks ploy 
cynical because they know all that just as much 
as anyone else. They did this to make money—
to get people talking about Starbucks, not 
about race. When it blew up in their face, they 
graciously nixed the moronic plan with no delay, 
but I still hope there is some pain involved. Peet’s 
deserves a commensurate bump in clientele from 
those who decide to punish Starbucks for their 
obnoxiousness and cynicism.

6FKXOW]�LV�WKH�ZRUVW�NLQG�RI�SXEOLF�ÀJXUH��,QVXODWHG�
from criticism, detached from reality, a symbol of 
exactly what troubles much of society and is at 
the root of a lot of racism (i.e. a white man with 
a gajillion dollars making assumptions about how 
the other “half,” really 99.999%, lives), and yet who 
is so bereft of self-awareness that he could even 
for a second think this was a good idea. I’m sure 
he even thought it might actually help society, 
in addition to further lining his pockets. But like all 
demonstrations of hashtag activism, it just served 
as fodder for late-night humor.

Maybe we can agree that racism is an incredibly 
serious and complex issue and that coffeehouses 
should stick to coffee? #stoptweetingaboutsocial 
changeanddojustonething withyourdaythatbrings 
ustogetherinsteadofpushingusapartbecause 
youcannotcureprejudicewithalatte

Hey, I just solved our problems in exactly 140 
characters… where’s my Nobel Prize?

Trillium Family Services is HIRING  

�&RUYDOOLV��25��QRQSURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ
 
We are currently recruiting for several full and part 
WLPH� SRVLWLRQV��:H� RIIHU� D� JHQHURXV� EHQH¿W� SDFNDJH�
LQFOXGLQJ� SDLG� YDFDWLRQ�� VLFN� OHDYH�� ���N� PDWFKLQJ��
ÀH[LEOH� VSHQGLQJ� DFFRXQW� DQG�PD\� EH� DEOH� WR� DVVLVW�
\RX�ZLWK�SDSHUZRUN�IURP�\RXU� OHQGHU�IRU�VWXGHQW� ORDQ�
IRUJLYHQHVV��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�MRLQ�RXU�WHDP�LQ�PDNLQJ�
D�³'LIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�/LIH�RI�D�&KLOG�DQG�)DPLO\´�3OHDVH�
visit our website at www.trilliumfamily.org/careers for a 
FRPSOHWH� OLVW�RI�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��:H�KDYH�HQWU\� OHYHO� WR�
clinical level careers available.
 
We are actively recruiting for the following positions:

�� 5HVLGHQWLDO�6NLOOV�7UDLQHU
�� &KLOG�	�)DPLO\�7KHUDSLVW
�� 0HQWDO�+HDOWK�5HJLVWHUHG�1XUVH
 
'HH'HH�5��*RUGRQ��3+5��6+50�&3
6WDI¿QJ�0DQDJHU
7ULOOLXP�)DPLO\�6HUYLFHV
�����1(�+LJKZD\������&RUYDOOLV��25�������
2I¿FH������������������)D[���������������
Dgordon@trilliumfamily.org
 
TFS is an equal opportunity employer and service provider. 

7ULOOLXP�)DPLO\�6HUYLFHV��D�FRPPXQLW\�EHQH¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
is the leading provider of mental and behavioral healthcare 

for Oregon’s most vulnerable children.

353 SW Madison Ave., Downtown Corvallis
(541) 753-2864

www.burstschocolates.com

A Tr
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n of Making Chocolate By Hand 

...since 1938

%8<���6(//���75$'(Cheap Books priCeless Books

Corvallis
541-758-1121
121 NW 4th St.

Albany
541-926-2612

1425 Pacific Blvd.

%8<���sell
Trade

Corvallis

Albany



Organic
pineapple
 reg. $2.49/lb 

 sale $1.99/lb 

Organic
cherry tOmatO
baskets
reg. $3.99/ea

 sale 2/$5

yOUr 
community-owned 

grOcery 
stOre 

located in 

southtown & 
northtown!

First alternative

c
o
m

m
unity grocery

 s

to
re

north corvallis
29th & Grant

south corvallis
1007 SE 3rd St.

Open Daily 7am-9pm

mar. 25th-

mar.31st

Sale items cannot be combined 

with OSD or case discount.

Organic
strawberries,1lb
reg. $5.99/ea 

 sale 2/$6

Organic
FUji apples
reg. $1.49/lb

 sale 99¢/lb

First Alternative
NATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Organic
green Or reD
bartlett pears
reg. $2.49/lb

 sale $1.99/lb

Organic
bUnch spinach
Gathering Together Farm

reg. $3.49/ea

 sale 2/$4

 

Dentistry x (Science + Art + Love) 
3�Our passion is  

evidence-based  
thinking

3�Our mission  
is smarter  
alternatives

3�Our goal is a  
healthier you

DENTISTS

SAVE 10% ON ALL BIRKENSTOCK REPAIRS 
*excludes modifications

*

SALE ENDS APRIL 30


