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Corvallis golf players finally 
have devised a way to get 

their Segway onto the golf course. 
Taking the form of a “GolfBoard,” 
those who frequent the Trysting 
Tree Golf Club can now be as lazy 
as humanly possible. At least until 
someone invents telepathic golf 
balls.

A man with a knife robbed the 
Corvallis Adult Shop last Saturday. 
Word on the street says he stole 
some cash, two rubber bootys 
(they exist), and an inflatable 
sheep. If you have any information 
about the butthole that did this, 
please call Officer Evan Hull at 541-
766-6911.

Lebanon hosts disgusting event 
known as the “Strawberrian 
Spaghetti Feed,” likely to benefit 
people with no taste buds. This 
reporter refuses to list the date 
because it sounds too gross.

2,270 electricity customers lost 
power in Albany the other day 
because the wind blew. I wish I was 
joking.

On March 10 a Rockstar energy 
drink was stolen from Chevron for a 
total loss of $3.34 cents ($3.34? Now 
*that’s* robbery). Less than an hour 
later, the donation jar was stolen.

On March 12 Lebanon police were 
called to the local Safeway in 
response to reports that cats were 
being trapped and left to die. It 
turns out that they were indeed 
trapping cats and that it is 100% 
legal as long as it is being done 
“humanely.” At least they aren’t 
eating them, I guess.

Linn-Benton 
Backwash 

By Johnny Beaver

Second Law of 
Thermodynamics Meets 

Big Crimes and Odd 
Cuisine

Even pro-development types are 
doing a double take over an 

application to build 234 units of student 
housing northeast of the Walnut-Kings 
intersection. Neighbors have lawyered-
up with land use attorney Daniel Stotter 
and formed an advocacy group they’re 
calling the Northwest Alliance. Making 
points that are refreshingly plain for a 
group of this sort, they point to livability 
and safety issues that are materially 
concerning.

Developer Core Campus seeks to bed 
some 800 students at a development 
along an already extended stretch of 
NW Kings Boulevard, adding streets 
within their property, one of which would 

connect to NW Shooting Star Drive, 
a somewhat narrow residential street 
that’s roughly behind Timberhill 
Athletic Club. Residents are 
concerned about traffic on their 
narrow little thoroughfare, 
and it also seems obvious 
that the intersection 
of 29th and Walnut 
would be impacted, 
too.

Like Campus Crest, this 
developer concentrates on student 
housing, dubbing their developments in 
various cities The Hub. Unlike Campus 
Crest, their buildings have a far more 
urban vibe, often featuring party areas 

with outdoor Jumbotron televisions for 
instance—which raises a number of 
noise and light pollution concerns for 

neighbors.

Like many recent development 
proposals, this one will likely 
go through all the available 
levels of appeal before shovel 
hits dirt. Northwest Alliance 
is already calling for legal 
fund donations. 

The Planning Commission has scheduled 
a public hearing on this project for 
Wednesday, April 1 at 7 p.m. at the 
Chintimini Senior and Community 
Center, 2601 NW Tyler Avenue. 

New research from OSU (with 
collaboration from Tufts and Baylor) 

published in the American Journal of 
Clinical Research suggests cholesterol 
and triglyceride lipids in the bloodstream 
can severely 
impair vitamin E’s 
ability to get to 
where it’s needed. 
This is a new salvo 
in the debate over 
vitamin E and 
whether we should 
be supplementing 
our diets with 
more or cutting 
back.

In recent months, 
you may have found it difficult to keep 
track of what’s still bad for humans 
and what isn’t. Salt, fat, cholesterol, 

vitamins, marijuana, and Bill Cosby are 
among the many things traditionally 
thought to be damaging that may not in 
fact be so bad, or vice versa. Cholesterol 
and saturated fat triglycerides, whether 
genetically inherited or consumed 
in a poor diet, are two of the most 
traditionally feared sources of a lot of 
health problems that have recently been 
experiencing a positive public relations 
swing. Research from various locations 
has in recent years suggested our fears 
may be misplaced and that the scientific 
foundation of those fears may be shakier 
than we previously thought. The 
findings from this new study suggest a 
new reason to cut back.

Maret Traber, the Helen P. Rumbel 
Professor for Micronutrient Research in 
OSU’s College of Public Health and the 
lead author of the study, explained the 

danger in a press release.

“People with elevated lipids in their 
blood plasma are facing increased 
inflammation as a result. Almost every 
tissue in their body is under oxidative 
attack, and needs more vitamin E. But 
the vitamin E needed to protect these 
tissues is stuck on the freeway, in the 
circulatory system. It’s going round and 
round instead of getting to the tissues 
where it’s needed.”

Traber indicated that obese individuals 
and those suffering from metabolic 
syndrome are the most vulnerable. So for 
those keeping score at home, cholesterol 
is very bad/good for you, you should cut 
down/increase your salt intake, and take 
more/less vitamin E. 

Sleep tight.

Good news, folks—Benton county 
officials have pulled something pretty 

cool out of their bag of tricks. No, not a 
stripper... a web 
application designed 
to give citizens much 
improved access to 
the county budget! 
Available as of 
Tuesday, April 14, 
conspiracy theorists 
and concerned 
citizens alike will have easy access to the 
what, where, and how of the budget in a 
way that is promised to far exceed the old 
PDF releases.

Developed by Socrata, Inc., said web app 
will offer both proposed and historical 
budget data in interactive as well as 
graphical layouts. There will also be 
maps aplenty, laying out locations for 
major capital projects. I don’t know about 
you, but cartography gets me weak in the 
knees.

While this may not strike too serious 
a blow in the minds of those seeking 
greater transparency in government, 
it’s still an excellent move that will 
help create a more informed citizenry. 
And really, it’s our money anyway, so 
bravo. Though Corvallis may suffer an 

above-average tendency towards band-
wagoneering and self-propagandizing, 
we’re also a highly informed and 
community-driven populace, electing 
leaders who are often the same. One can 
only believe that this general attitude is 
directly behind moves like this. So a pat 
on the back to everyone involved.

You will be able to view the app by 
visiting www.co.benton.or.us/budget/
index.php. Whether or not they’ll 
eventually upgrade to something 
snazzier, such as CoverBenton.org, 
well... you should be able to look for that 
proposal when everything goes online.

huB of Discontent, timBerhiLL  
neighBors Lawyer-up

so choLesteroL is stiLL BaD?

Benton county BuDget goes onLine

234 Student Apartments Proposed… April 1 Public Hearing Slated

We Believe So, But Check Back in an Hour

New App Slays Old PDFs

By Joel Hudson

By Sidney Reilly

By Johnny Beaver
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With the FAA approving testing 
locations in Warm Springs, 

Pendleton, and Near Space Corp 
in Tillamook, it looks as though we 
are nearing the Congress-mandated 
November 2015 deadline for the FAA to 
integrate drones in civilian airspace. 

The three testing sites in Oregon, along 
with two others in Alaska and Hawaii, 
are meant to assist the FAA in drafting 
a much anticipated set of policies and 
guidelines in the use of commercial 
drones. How drones will affect the 
environment, how safely they can be 
navigated, and how radio frequencies 
may conflict with surroundings are just 
a few of the questions the FAA seeks to 
answer before allowing drones to hit the 
skies.

Oregon is already a hotbed of the drone 
industry. Although the implementation 
of drones throughout Oregon is expected 
to center around agricultural use, the 
nascent industry will also be used in 
wildfire response, aerial scouting, first 
aid response, and urban planning.

One organization, Oregon’s Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, recently purchased 
two UAVs to survey spawning Chinook 
salmon. They’ll also be surveying the 
pesky double-crested cormorants. The 
black seabirds love to eat salmon, 
so much so that the Army Corps of 
Engineers is considering killing them to 
prevent them from wiping out salmon 
populations.

The film industry has already been 
granted permission to use UAVs, 
signifying a loosening of the red tape 
surrounding commercial drone use. 
Media outlets are also rallying to get on 
the FAA’s approved list. About a dozen 
outlets have joined a lawsuit which 
challenges the FAA’s right to regulate 
the press’ use of drones, arguing that 
such restrictions interfere with the 
freedom of the press. 

VDOS GLObAL TAkES OFF 
While several companies in Oregon 
wait to receive approval from the FAA, 
VDOS Global has been given the go-
ahead.    

VDOS Global, a Corvallis-based 
“vertically integrated inspection service 
company,” has been granted clearance 
by the FAA to fly drones commercially 
in civilian airspace. VDOS is the only 
company that has been cleared to work 
with energy-producing companies. 

VDOS specializes in using UAVs, small 

multi-rotor quad copters, for inspection 
services, data collection, and other 
research purposes. Up to this point, they 
were using manned aircraft to complete 
their work. 

VDOS is primarily focused on the oil 
and gas industry, specifically offshore oil 
rigs. They will be launching with their 
first partner, Shell, to inspect oil rigs 
operated throughout the Gulf of Mexico. 
VDOS has clients in Texas and the Gulf 
Coast, and is looking to expand their 
customer base to Alaska in the near 
future. The company aims to work with 
oil and gas clients who need to inspect 
facilities, a task that can be quite costly 
(millions per day) and requires the 
company to shut down operations. Flare 
stack inspections would top the list.

VDOS received a waiver for offshore 
use, and hopes to eventually expand 
to onshore rigs and other industrial 
facilities. The company is leading the 
pack in terms of being on the cutting 
edge for similar businesses involved 
in the same field, according to Charles 
Whiteside, CEO of VDOS. Whiteside 
completed an almost 20-year stint in the 
Navy and spent most of his time in the 
skies as an FA-18 pilot. He ensures his 
company works closely with the FAA to 
follow rules and regulations, and if one 
were to visit their website they’d see the 
word “safety” about a jillion times. 

The team at VDOS Global has also 
been active around the community. 
They have supported OSU and ODFW’s 
efforts in counting salmon populations 
using UAVs. They’re also volunteering 
to help start up a new group at OSU 
wanting to get in on the drone action, 
called the Autonomous Systems 
Research Group. They will use drones to 
conduct marine and terrestrial research 
using existing technologies combined 
with sensing and imaging systems. 

The group will organize OSU’s on-
campus efforts and initiate public 
outreach and collaborative work with 
private industries and government 
agencies. “Advanced aerial, terrestrial, 
and marine systems are all being 

developed with highly sophisticated 
technologies for a wide variety of uses,” 
said Ron Adams, OSU’s interim vice 
president for research, in a release. 
“These are all areas of traditional OSU 
research impact and consistent with our 
commitments as a land, sea, space, and 
sun grant institution.”

IT’S NOT ALL CLEAR SkIES 
Although the anticipated use of drones 
has many tech companies buzzing, there 
is definite apprehension. The ACLU 
is pressuring the FAA to implement 
rules that would safeguard people’s 
privacy, especially in terms of police 
departments using drones for civilian 
surveillance. Oregon legislators recently 
passed a bill requiring police to obtain 
a warrant before using drones to track 
suspects, but the ACLU worries these 
measures are not enough, and vows to 
“ensure privacy rights of Oregonians are 
not undermined by other interests.”

One Oregon City-based company 
has taken a different position on 
drones, and has received swaths of 
negativity because of it. Domestic Drone 
Countermeasures (DDC), founded by 
the team behind Aplus Mobile, is raising 
money through a Kickstarter program 
to develop a system that would notify 
people when a drone is within 50 feet. 
While DDC has received some positive 
feedback from citizens concerned about 
the implications of drones on civil 
liberties, much of the feedback has been 
overwhelmingly negative.

LOOkING AhEAD 
With drones being better known for 
their sloppy delivery of civilian deaths 
overseas, it will likely take the public 
some time to accept their civilian 
and commercial applications. Privacy 
advocates will also likely dig in their 
heels against drone use, but it’s looking 
more and more like drones will be an 
inevitable fact of our daily lives in the 
near future. Like all new technologies, 
privacy and security will be hotly 
debated, and resolutions agreed upon 
after years of trial and error. However, 
if implemented with a little bit of 
common sense and respect for fellow 
neighbors, Oregon has huge potential 
to capitalize on the use of drones and 
become an industry leader for the rest 
of the United States to look to. Like 
smartphones, drones will likely change 
the way we interact with the Earth, 
each other, and our communities, and 
once they hit the skies it will be hard to 
get them out.

oregon earLy Drone aDoption 
harBingers nationaL concerns

FAA Deadlines Near as State Investments Surge 

By Kirsten Allen

353 SW Madison Ave., Downtown Corvallis
(541) 753-2864
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STICkIN’ IT TO ThE MAN, LITERALLy 
Uh oh. Confirmed by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Oregon’s 
sweetest, most federally federal 
prosecutor, Amanda Marshall, has 
gone on leave. Replaced by the 
ambiguously named Billy Williams, 
rumor has it that Marshall is being 
investigated by the DOJ for what 
might amount to an inappropriate 
relationship with an employee in 
her office. And by inappropriate, 
they mean that someone got 
diddled (also known as assistant 
U.S. Attorney Scott M. Kerin) and 
that act seeing the light of day 
might have caused a number of 
politically sensitive individuals to 
faint, exclaiming, “My word, I seem 
to be sufferin’ the vapors!”

Previous to the initial release of 
this information, Marshall had told 
The Oregonian that she was on 
indefinite leave due to “unspecified” 
health issues. Which is, of course, 
total horse dump.

DRONES, DRONES, ThE MAGICAL 
FRuIT, ThE MORE OREGON EATS... 
Oh, Advocate page on my left… 
as America soars into a highly 
droney future, the news media has 
itself at almost a constant trickle 
of legislative pushes. To ban, or 
not to ban... that is increasingly 
less likely to be the question. 
Though conspiracy theorists still 
cower in their bunkers at the 
slightest hint of a quad-rotor 
presence, many corporations, 
non-profits, government groups, 
and enthusiasts are jumping on 

board and helping to create safe 
regulation. And here in Oregon, the 
industry is about to boom.

Groups such as SOAR, a non-profit 
organization that supports the 
drone industry in our fine state, 
say that many local businesses are 
ready to hit the ground running 
as soon as the rules allow it. New 
drone rules from the FAA later 
this year are expected to do just 
that. Are you 17 years old and 
stoked about getting licensed 
by the Transportation Security 
Administration (hell yeah, bro)? 
Is your drone less than 55 pounds 
and traveling less than 100 miles 
per hour? Is it under 500 feet in the 
air? Then you’ll likely have a green 
light.

While the first thing some people 
might notice is an increase in 
drones that are larger than a 
baseball and don’t fly into the 
bushes when the wind exceeds a 
rip-roaring 1 mile per hour, bigger, 
better, and more commercial 
integration into Oregonian society 
will be sure to follow.

yET EVEN MORE TuITION hIkES 
Still fresh off the “UO raised their 
tuition HOW MUCH?” boat from 
last week? Good, because Portland 
State University just voted 10-2 
in favor of a 4% hike. Starting this 
fall, in-state students can expect 
to pay more than another $300 per 
year.

Oregon awesomely ranks 47th in 
the nation in terms of state support 

for higher education. And why 
should it rank higher when all of us 
students can just foot the bill? Hell, 
groceries aren’t that important.

Better grab 20 credits this term, 
OSU students. Your day is coming.

kATE bROwN SIGNS CLEAN  
FuEL bILL 
A very much intensely debated 
bill that forces companies who 
sell fuel in Oregon to reduce the 
carbon content of their products 
has passed. Environmental groups 
have cheered the action, including 
that red-headed hippie girl in PCU. 
And on the other end of things, 
state Republicans are still warning 
about how this will likely increase 
fuel prices.

Though the implications of this bill 
will find their way to the forefront 
soon enough, something is to be 
said for the political squabbling 
that is a result of this passage. 
Republicans have withdrawn 
their necessary support for a gas 
tax increase that was going to go 
toward funding roads and bridges. 
Democrats say they’ll still find a 
way to make it happen. Blah blah 
blah.

So uh... clean fuel! Woo!

OREGON DRuG DOGS RETIRE 
EARLy 
Randolph is a fictional police dog 
that sniffs out drugs. He lives with 
Sergeant McDougal, badge number 
002, and they are best friends. He 
is worried about what his options 

will 
be once 
pot is legal. 
Collecting the 
opinions of officials 
and experts alike, here are 
the most likely outcomes for poor 
Randolph:

1. Retirement – better, faster 
models that don’t freak out when 
they smell pot are being trained.

2. Reassignment – sent to more 
archaic parts of the country where 
pot is still illegal. This means 
likely separation from Sergeant 
McDougal.

3. Tossed in a woodchipper – okay, 
I might have made this one up.

See, the “alert” signal of a drug 
dog currently constitutes probable 
cause. But because they can’t 
differentiate between drugs, that 
probable cause is invalidated in a 
pot-friendly Oregon.

The moral of the story? Marijuana 
is anti-dog. You should be ashamed 
of yourself.

as the state turns
Show Me on the Doll, Oregon’s Droney Future, More Tuition Hikes, Clean Fuel Bill

By Johnny Beaver
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Driving north on Highway 99, just 
past the southernmost city limits 

of Corvallis, a relic of a once-promising 
plan still lingers. 

Sandwiched between the Corvallis 
New Holland farm equipment supplier 
and the 7-Eleven—with sprinkles of 
houses in between—is a gravel lot 
that was pegged to be the epicenter of 
major development in South Corvallis.

The city’s South Corvallis Area 
Refinement Plan mapped out the 
Corvallis Auction Yard as the site for 
a potential grocery store to go along 
with commercial and residential 
development in the surrounding area.

That was in 1997. 

The only thing that has been added 
to the location is graffiti strewn 
haphazardly across the barn’s walls.

In the 17 years since that plan 
was finalized, South Corvallis—or 
South Town, as it is more commonly 
known—has nearly doubled in size, 
growing from 5,700 residents in 1997 
to 10,822 today.

Stores like Market of Choice, Walmart 
Neighborhood Market, and Natural 
Grocers have cropped up within 
the past five years, ensuring an 
overwhelming stronghold of the city’s 
grocers on the north side of town. The 
only major grocery stores south of 
Buchanan Avenue are the Safeway 
locations downtown and on Philomath 
Boulevard.

South Town remains vacant. 

PEOPLE ARE TRyING 
“There’s definitely interest in a 
grocery store,” said Zach Baker, city 
councilman for Ward 3, which covers 
most of South Corvallis. “I’ve heard 
it around the streets talking to folks, 
talking to organizations. People just 
don’t know what the next step is in 
terms of getting a grocery store.”

The next steps are complicated.

It has not been for lack of effort that 
the Corvallis Auction Yard was left in 
its desolate state. 

Ten years ago, Tom Gerding, owner 
of T. Gerding Construction Company, 
purchased the auction yard. The 
seven-acre auction yard could turn 
into a 15-acre development site with 
cooperation from adjacent property 

owners. 

That was the idea when Gerding 
hired a grocer consultant to scout and 
analyze the area.

“The demographics were a long ways 
away from supporting a full-size 
grocery store,” he said.

More specifically, circumferential 
population, visual and mental 
barriers, traffic count, other nearby 
destinations, and leakage to other 
major stores were the main factors 
opposing a grocery store movement to 
South Town.

Gerding brought it to the table again 
five years later. Little had changed in 
South Corvallis’ development.

He talked with Ray’s Food Place 
about the auction yard, but talks fell 
through and Ray’s ended up closing 16 
stores and its parent company filed for 
bankruptcy.

Ten years have passed, and Gerding is 
ready to sell the parcel to a developer.

“There are several directions this 
could go,” Gerding said. “Our primary 
interest is looking for someone to 
purchase it and do the development, 
not for us to develop it internally.” 

He said there are some talks bubbling 
about the development, and that the 
consensus for those involved is that 
something needs to get done with that 
property. And quickly.

Definitive answers,  
why no south town supermarket

And Some Kinda Maybes for the Future

By Warner Strausbaugh

IT GETS bETTER
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“Right now, there’s no viable interest 
generated from a major grocery 
outlet,” he said.

Gerding had been looking and hoping 
for a grocery store to be the anchor of 
a South Town development. Now, the 
idea of bringing in something else as 
the anchor—and hope a grocery store 
would follow—is a thought.

why ThE NORTh-SOuTh 
LOPSIDEDNESS 
“Destination” is a word that is often 
brought up in these talks.

Market of Choice store manager 
Brett Wallace said he often wonders 
why there is no grocery store in 
South Town. He said there is a 
major contingent of the population 
down there that could become loyal 
customers.

Yet, a plethora of grocers exist on the 
north side of town, and are doing well.

Why is that? Why are there so many 
stores near each other?

“Generally, when businesses are 
located close together, it does tend to 
draw people in,” Wallace said.

If people want to shop Market of 
Choice’s ad, but also Safeway’s and 
Trader Joe’s, all three can be found 
close together, he said. 

Everyone’s a winner.

When Walmart was looking at adding 
a Neighborhood Market location in 
Corvallis, the developers who were 
contracted looked at South Corvallis.

“When they were looking around, they 
said they looked at that area and it 
just doesn’t have the critical mass 
yet to support a grocery store,” said 
Tom Nelson, economic development 
manager for the City of Corvallis. 

In South Town, if a grocery store were 
to pop up in the auction yard, it would 
be the only destination in the area. 

“More needs to happen than just a 
grocery store deciding to locate there,” 
Nelson said. “There needs to be some 
other redevelopment in South Town. 
There need to be other reasons for 
people to go there other than buying 
groceries.”

So, someone has to be the first person 
through the wall on this. 

The development will, theoretically, 
follow.

Gerding was going to be that person, 
and he still could be.

CLEANuP ON AISLE 99 
Nelson said there is more to the 
problem than just someone developing 
there. The population in South 
Corvallis of nearly 11,000 is close to 
supporting a store, and he said more 
new residential development in the 
area could be nearing. 

Streetscaping, upkeep, and making 
the area generally look nicer are key 
for new development, he said. There 
have been talks of adding development 
in the area for nearly 20 years, and 
nothing has happened.

“It doesn’t look that nice,” Nelson 
said. “I do think that if the City had 
that in their vision, wanting to do 
some streetscape there, it provides an 
incentive for a developer to want to 
develop because they could see that 
there’s some care being taken.”

It’s not just the City’s burden either, 
Nelson said; the businesses have to 
help in that area, too. 

ThERE COuLD bE ALTERNATIVES 
Some would say there already is a 
grocery store in South Town. 

One of the first things in sight 
after crossing the river and going 
underneath the Highway 34 bridge is 
a yellow-orange building. 

First Alternative Co-op, a mainstay 
in South Town, is the closest thing 
to a grocery store in South Corvallis. 
General manager Cindee Lolik said 
the co-op is not only the closest thing, 
she said it is South Town’s grocery 
store.

“There’s a perception that we are not a 
full-service grocery store,” Lolik said.

Lolik is skeptical that growth will 
happen anytime soon. If the past 20 
years are any indication, she is right.

“[South Town is] not growing that 
rapidly,” Lolik said. “The tipping point 
for a conventional grocery store isn’t 
here at this point.”

The perception of the co-op is that the 
prices are high, and the store is too 
small. In a very small sample, First 
Alternative’s milk and produce prices 
were competitive with its nearest 

competitor, Safeway, and its main 
competitor in the high-end market, 
Market of Choice. The price of eggs 
was slightly higher at the co-op, and 
the bread prices were quite a bit 
higher. 

But First Alternative could find a 
compromise: expansion. 

Lolik said they are just focusing on 
the facility they have in South Town 
for now. A 5- to 10-year plan is on 
the horizon and expansion will be 
discussed. 

“It is very early in the process,” she 
said. “Right now, there really isn’t 
a cohesive plan. It’s just something 
that’s starting to gel.”

Lolik said they do not want the co-op 
to turn into a major 50,000-square-
foot facility, but there is a real chance 
that growing larger to become closer 
to a conventional grocery store in 
South Town could happen. 

Maintaining the quality of ingredients 
and products is a must; expansion 
would mean incorporating products 
into the store that they do not have 
room for in the current location. 

Another alternative is something City 
Councilor Zach Baker mentioned: “a 
comprehensive food center.”

This could include any or all of: a 
grocery store, community kitchen, 
community garden, distribution 
center, and food bank. 

“The idea being to basically make 
a one-stop shop related to food to 
move forward food access in our 
community,” Baker said. “It’s an idea 
that’s starting to potentially get legs.”

The Benton County Health 
Department was involved in a 
2009 study about the idea of a 
comprehensive food center. The health 
department is continuing to talk 
with people about the project and its 
possibilities, Baker said.

SEEING ThE FuTuRE 
A lot of maybes. Nothing definitive.

Nelson, a native of Willamette 
Landing in South Town, has reserved 
optimism about the seemingly never-
ending saga.

“My crystal ball: I would say in five 
years we might see something, but it’s 
going to take a while,” he said.

  

Nothing says awesome downtown 
like empty spaces, but there are 

about four downtown properties 
that together total more than 40,000 
square feet that have been largely 
fallow for more than a year. 

Tibet house on 4th Street may polarize 
with its mural, but that’s about all the 
building has done lately. The story is 
that its owner slathered on so much 
money in developing the property 
that he cannot recoup his investment 
if he sells or leases at market rates—
so he is content to just pay property 
taxes on a huge empty building with 
a prime parking lot for the moment.

Sivetz Coffee on 4th Street was going 
to be developed by Ben Metzger as 
a sports bar, but rules be rules and the 
city has them, and in this case ODOT 
gets in the game, too, because 4th 
is technically a highway—anyone 
navigating this course gets our tip-of-
the-hat.

Across from the downtown post 
office are a bunch of buildings that 
used to be combined to make up 
Wow Fitness and for a short time 
contained a seasonal art gallery. The 
rent seems right, so it’s a wonder the 
prime location hasn’t brought a suitor. 
Odd factoid, our publisher called 
to inquire for a project unrelated to 
The Advocate. The property owner 
refused to talk with him, saying she felt 
the paper had the right to run a cover 
depicting Charlie Hebdo cartoons, 
but that she was concerned about 
having her buildings blown up.

Sub-Zero has long departed and the 
space is actually slated for repurpose 
by its property owner as a rentable 
venue for meetings and gatherings. 
One room has already been fitted 
with all the necessary fixtures and is 
being advertised as available, and 
the other room is probably not far 
behind.

anomaLous 
empty spaces for 
Downtown

By Rob Goffins

Another 
Underdevelopment 

Story
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The Majestic Theatre’s long 
and storied history has 

in recent years been rife with 
mismanagement, power struggles, 
poor communication, and fear, but 
all that appears to be changing. 
Corvallis Parks and Rec has resumed 
control of the Majestic, and has 
brought on a new theater supervisor, 
Jimbo Ivy. And yes, that really is his 
name, thank you.

Ivy resonates as a breath of fresh 
air after all the strife of the last few 
years. A giant of a man physically, 
his presence is disarmingly ebullient, 
open, and confidence inspiring. Ivy 
is by some accounts a newbie to 
Corvallis, but he did do a stint here 
locally some years back that includes 
time as a reporter at The Alchemist 
among other endeavors in the 
creative community.

Importantly, he holds no agenda 
as concerns theater groups past 
or present. He said his ultimate 
goal is to cultivate an open forum 
community where the Majestic can 
be a stage for all of the creative 
energy in Corvallis. His eagerness 
borders on the idealistic, but he is 
genuine. 

Hailing from Manhattan—the one 
in Kansas—Ivy’s resume is full of 
theater tech jobs, indie journalism, 
playwriting, and sound production. 
In college, he studied theater tech, 
playwriting, English, and did sound 
production for a touring band of 
country musicians. 

In general, Ivy prefers to be 
backstage, behind the curtain 

enabling creativity, which is perfect 
for the job he has just assumed.. He 
doesn’t seem the type to demand 
creative control, instead preferring 
to encourage actors, dancers, and 
artists while he sets the stage, so to 
speak.

Ivy’s experience as the newly elected 
theater supervisor thus far has been 
positive. He has received nothing but 
support from the arts community 
in Corvallis, and he believes that 
Corvallis craves a functional 
Majestic. He intends, through what 

he calls “transparency of service,” to 
get more people into the theater and 
to widen the scope of performances 
and art at the Majestic. Ivy plans 
to book comedians, a beer and wine 
expo, dance, and do more than two 
shows a year. We are talking big 
plans here.

Somewhat of a hybrid has been 
developed to keep the theater 
financed. The annual budget is 
relatively small at $10,000 a year 
compared to the theater’s annual 
$500,000 budget. Advertising, 
sponsorship, and donations to the 
newly founded non-profit Friends 
of the Majestic will help close that 
financial gap. As a non-profit with 
an independent board of directors, 
funding for necessary expenses can 
be more responsively decided than 
would be the case for a structure that 
is completely city-run.

Corvallis Parks and Recreation 
Director Karen Emery said that 
Jimbo Ivy “is the ideal person for 
this dynamic position because of his 
past work history with performing 
arts for a Parks and Recreation 
Department in Kansas, his proven 
entrepreneurial skills, his value of 
resident volunteering, his knowledge 
of the municipal budget process, his 
operational knowledge of theaters, 
and his strong communication skills.” 

Several public forums have been 
scheduled; the first one focused 
on live music went well. From my 
perspective, it seemed like people 
were cautious, but interested in 
hearing what Ivy had to say. There 
were concerns about rental costs, but 

By Rachel Sandstrommeet JimBo ivy, resetting the maJestic stage
Why Local Arts Admins Are Getting Happy

541.926.3000
www.oregonwebpress.com
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make an impression.

fall in love with print. Like The Advocate 
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Directorships are unusually 
stable right now, at least by 

standards of the last few years, 
but what else is going on?

Da Vinci Days board people hint 
at a resumed event this year after 
skipping last year; anticipate a 
less centralized form, think multiple 
venues all doing their own thing 
along with some scaled-back 
offerings at the traditional spots of 
years past. There is talk that each 
would set their own admission.

The whiteside has report in hand 
from a theater designer and isn’t 
sharing too openly at this point—
whisper is the board is trying to 
remain flexible as budgets dictate 
any plan will be long-term, think 
between 10 and 15 years. They 
seem to have developed a sense 
of where they fit into the market, 
complementing other venues 
rather than competing.

The Arts Center just learned 
it’s receiving a Ford Family 
Foundation grant of $20,000 to 
produce a catalog and other 
exhibition documentation for 
Rot: The Afterlife of Trees, a 
collaborative show with OSU 
College of Forestry and the Spring 
Creek Project; it’s slated for 
January.

Fall Fest is moving to flat booth 
fees rather than the 15% 
commission it has customarily 
charged for artists. Accepting 
artist applications through May 1, 
an online form is now available.

Corvallis Arts walk continues 
to grow, now featuring 12 
venues and a new website. The 
group is unusual for its informal 
collaborative and consensus drive 
structure. Each month seems to 
bring more genres and attendees.

PrOgressive And PrOven
We combine the latest techniques and technologies 

with time proven methods; all in an environment 
that meets each child’s individual needs

We BeCOme FAmily
Even before school starts, our teachers meet 
with students and parents in their homes; 
we also maintain enough staff to genuinely 
respond as needs arise.

ACAdemiCAlly riCh
Zion students exceed national standards in all 

subjects, we use standardized testing every fall; the 
ITBS/CogAT (Iowa Tests of Basic Skills), for grades 1-8.

Drop-by tours every Friday or by appointment any day

Pre-k – 8th grAde: 
Convenient in town location Christian education that  welcomes all

2800 NW Tyler Ave  I  Corvallis, OR 97330
(541) 753-7503  I  zioncorvallis.com
www.facebook.com/zionlscorvallis

Education that uses every tool

arts aDmin upDates
By Rob Goffins

Peeks Behind Some Curtains

overall, they were receptive to Ivy’s 
proposed changes, and Ivy stayed 
on message, even in the face of 
somewhat harsh criticism.

He said that he feels that the forums 
in general are productive and that he 
is connecting with the community, 
enacting their suggestions, and 
allaying their fears. 

Former Majestic Theater 
Management board president Laurie 
Zink hailed Ivy as an excellent choice 
for the Majestic, and only wished he 
had been in his position a few years 
earlier. Zink said that Ivy “knows 
what he is doing, and has been able 
to take off from day one. I don’t 
know how they could have come up 
with a better choice.” She cautioned 
that there will be realities Ivy will 
encounter, but the fact that he is 
speaking to so many people in public 
forums and private meetings will 
hopefully prevent serious difficulties 
from arising. 

Ivy encourages suggestions and 
communication and invites you to 
email him at Jimbo@majestic.org. 
He is also hosting public forums at 
the theater; the schedule is on their 
Facebook page.

March  
19th
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Thursday, Mar. 19

studio262 Presents 
‘art with a Musical 
heart’ silent auction at 
studio262. 425 SW Madison 
Ave. 4 p.m. Studio262 is pleased 
to present their second annual Art 
for a Cause event, benefiting the 
music programs of Corvallis High 
School and Crescent Valley High 
School. Forty percent of all art sales 
during the event will be donated to 
the schools via the Corvallis Public 
Schools Foundation. For info, visit 
www.studio262gallery.com.  

Walk the CaW at The Arts 
Center. 700 SW Madison Ave. 4 – 8 
p.m. The Corvallis Arts Walk keeps 
growing and bringing new art, 
artists, and events to you every 
month.

Corvallis art Walk. Most 
all the downtown galleries stay 
open until 8 p.m. the third Thursday 
of every month, and The Advocate 
loft will also be open with art 
from the Temporary Artists Guild.  
Free. For details visit http://www.
corvallisartswalk.com/home.html

artist reception: Gvido 
augusts at Majestic Theatre. 115 
SW 2nd St.  5 – 8 p.m. Bold colors 
and dynamic imagery fill the display 
cases. Using a broad spectrum of 
media, Gvido Augusts’ work blends 
classical and modern, first and 
developing world, and secular and 
spiritual motifs together.

Curtis Monette & Nectar 
Creek Tasting at Bombs Away 
Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave.  Tasting: 
6 – 8 p.m.; Music: 8:30 p.m. Free. 
Local legend loops, shreds, and sings.  

Northwest Banjo Band at 
Papa’s Pizza. 1030 SW 3rd St. 6:30 
– 8 p.m.   

Meet the authors: John 
addiego, Janice Imel, 
Emory sanders at Grass Roots 
Books & Music. 227 SW 2nd St. 7 
p.m.

Michelle hazelton Plays 
Peacock. 125 SW 2nd St. 7 – 8 
p.m. Come enjoy a late dinner or a 
few drinks with friends while you 
listen to Hazelton’s acoustic styles. 
Minors welcome until 8 p.m.    

Wild hog in the Woods at 
Calapooia Brewing. 140 NW Hill St., 
Albany. 7:30 p.m. 

Buckin’ Thursday Western 
Night at Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill. 
140 NW 3rd St. 10 p.m. 

Ladies’ Night Featuring 
dJ h-ram & Josh soto 
at Impulse Bar & Grill. 1425 NW 
Monroe Ave. 10 p.m. 

Gift of Gab w/Turntable 
Enabler & Future Metz at 
Cloud & Kelly’s. 126 SW 1st St. Cost: 
$10. The Gift of Gab is returning to 
rock the show at C&K’s. Get your 
alphabet aerobics on!

FrIday, Mar. 20

Music à la Carte: Osu 
Faculty recital. Memorial 
Union Lounge, 2501 SW Jefferson 
Way, Corvallis. 12 p.m. David Servias 
and Friends. Features Nathan Boal, 
saxophone; David Servias, piano; 
Ryan Biesack, percussion; and 
others.  

Wine Tastings at First 
Alternative South. 1007 SE 3rd St. 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.      

John sherman at Imagine 
Coffee. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Flashback Friday at Jack 

Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St. 
9 p.m. 

Majestic Chamber Music 
at The Majestic. 115 NW 2nd St. 7:30 
– 9 p.m. Cost: $15 ($10 for students, 
seniors, veterans, members; $5 for 
children under 12). In participation 
with Listen:Taste:Shop:Corvallis 
the Majestic Chamber Music series 
continues with the Pearl District 
Quintet, featuring Anthea Kreston 
(violin), Nelly Kovalev (violin), 
Charles Noble (viola), Jason Duckles 
(cello), and Cary Lewis (piano). 

anne-Marie sanderson 
duo at Calapooia Brewing. 140 
NE Hill St., Albany. Anne-Marie 
Sanderson is a British singer-
songwriter based in Portland. Her 
new EP, Shadows & Sparks, explores 
themes of light and dark, mystery 
and certainty, love and loss.

The Fire Weeds + Jesse 
Garrett Johnson at Bombs 
Away Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 
9 p.m. Cost: $4. The Fire Weeds call 
their blend of blues- tinged rock, 
bluegrass and country… Wide 
Open Americana. Alan Glickenhaus 
(guitars/fiddle/banjo/mandolin/
vocals) has been active in the 
Portland live music scene since the 
early 90s. Jesse Garrett Johnson is a 
local singer-songwriter with a great 
voice and a wonderful personality. 
He had a great show here last month 
and we’re really excited he could 
jump on the bill last minute for this 
show!

The Low down at Cloud & 
Kelly’s Public House. 126 SW 1st St. 
10 p.m. Cloud & Kelly’s Public House 
is proud to present a new destination 
for your Friday night dance and 
house needs: The Low Down.   

saTurday, Mar. 21

Constituent Coffees 
with representative dan 

rayfield at New Morning 
Bakery. 219 SW 2nd St. 9 – 10 
a.m. This is a great opportunity for 
community members to come and 
get an update on the legislative 
session and also voice concerns or 
comments.

Corvallis Indoor Winter 
Market. Benton County 
Fairgrounds, 110 SW 53rd St. 9 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. One of western Oregon’s 
oldest weekly indoor winter 
markets, the Corvallis Indoor Winter 
Market serves the Corvallis, Albany, 
and Mid-Valley area. The market 
runs every Saturday at Guerber Hall 
on the Benton County Fairgrounds 
from mid-January through the end 
of March each winter.  

James Warren story Time 
for Kids at Imagine Coffee Live 
Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 10 
a.m.

Fun-with-the-animals 
Work Party at Lighthouse 
Farm Sanctuary. 36831 Richardson 
Gap Rd., Scio. 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. For 
all ages and abilities. Work parties 
provide the sanctuary’s abused, 
abandoned, or neglected farm 
animals with clean water, bedding, 
and living conditions. No RSVP 
required; just show up wearing farm 
apparel and boots.              

Children’s Music 
Concert: ‘a hair affair’ 
with the Pearl district 
Quintet at Corvallis-Benton 
County Public Library. 645 NW 
Monroe Ave. 11 – 11:45 a.m. 
Majestic Chamber Music presents 
a Children’s Music Concert: “A 
Hair Affair,” an inside peek into 
composers and their crazy hairstyles: 
Beethoven, Kreisler, and Dvorak.

dave & sharon 
Thormahlen at Imagine 
Coffee. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 

7:30 – 9 p.m.

Ludicrous speed at Bombs 
Away Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 
9 p.m. Cost: $3. Locals play your 
favorite ska tunes, and some tunes 
that aren’t ska tunes, but in a way 
as to make them sound like ska 
tunes! 

saturday stampede at Jack 
Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St. 
9 p.m.   

suNday, Mar. 22

Zen Meditation at the Yoga 
Center of Corvallis. 111 NW 2nd 
St. 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. No charge. 
Donations accepted. For info, call 
Abby at 541-754-4124.    

yoga for recovery at Live 
Well Studio. 971 Spruce Ave.  12:30 
– 1:45 p.m. For recovery from 
substance abuse, eating disorders, 
codependency. By donation. For info, 
visit www.livewellstudio.com.   

Blues Jam at Calapooia 
Brewing. 140 NE Hill St., Albany. 4 
p.m.  

Meditation/Mindfulness. 
Willamette Wellness Center, 6735 
SW Country Club Dr. 5 – 6 p.m. 
Learn various meditation techniques 
to find inner calm, maintain 
good health, and reduce stress. 
Guaranteed to leave you centered 
and relaxed. All ages welcome. 
For info, call 971-218-6798 or 
visit https://sites.google.com/site/
carolynschechtman.         

MONday, Mar. 23

Insight Meditation 
Group. A practice group in the 
Theravada Buddhist tradition. For 
info, contact maryleigh.burke@
gmail.com. 

Five stones sangha: 

CaLENDar
3/19-3/26

541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD
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Mindful Meditation. 
Friends Meeting House, 3311 NW 
Polk Ave. 5:30 p.m. Five Stones 
Sangha meets regularly every 
week to practice meditations 
and strengthen mindfulness. For 
info, call Ken at 541-760-9760 or 
visit https://sites.google.com/site/
fivestonessanghacorvallis.

heroclix at Matt’s Cavalcade of 
Comics. 2075 NW Buchanan Ave. 
5:30 – 8 p.m. Heroclix takes place 
at Matt’s Cavalcade of Comics every 
Monday.      

The Majestic Theatre 
Public Forums. 115 SW 
2nd St. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. During 
the month of March, the Majestic 
Theatre will be hosting public 
forums on the various potential 
uses of the theater by and for our 
community. 

Prenatal yoga at Live Well 
Studio. 971 Spruce Ave. 7 – 8:15p.m. 
Every Monday. Drop-in. For info, visit 
www.livewellstudio.com.  

International Folk dance 
in Albany. 1180 25th Ave. SW. 7 p.m. 
Cost: $4.  

Traditional West african 
dance Classes. Oddfellows 
Hall, 223 SW 2nd St. 7:15 p.m. 
Traditional West African dance 
classes hosted by Maria Soumah 
from Guinea, West Africa. 
Accompanied by live drumming 
from Fefafe.

dicemasters at Matt’s 
Cavalcade of Comics. 2075 NW 
Buchanan Ave. 7:30 p.m. Every 
Monday. DiceMasters is an all-
new cross-brand offering utilizing 
WizKids Games’ proprietary Dice 
Building Game platform where 
players collect and assemble their 
“team” of character dice and battle 
in head-to-head game play.

Bryson skaar at Imagine 
Coffee Live Arts. 5460 SW Philomath 
Blvd. 7:30 p.m.

Pu’uwai O Ke Kuawa 

heart of the Valley hula at 
First Baptist Church. 125 NW 10th 
St. 8:15 – 9:15 p.m. All shapes, sizes, 
and levels of ability are invited to 
try this gentle form of Hawaiian 
dance and expression. Cost: $5 per 
class.

TuEsday, Mar. 24

Chair yoga at Live Well Studio. 
971 Spruce Ave. 3 p.m. Suited to 
those with medical or physical 
limitations. By donation. For info, 
visit www.livewellstudio.com.

Teen yoga at Live Well Studio. 
971 Spruce Ave. 4 p.m. All teens 
welcome, all levels. Free. For info, 
www.livewellstudio.com.

Corvallis Community 
Choir rehearsals at 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Corvallis. 2945 NW Circle Blvd. 
7 – 9 p.m. Newcomers welcome. 
No audition required. Director: 
James Moursund. Cost: $50 per 
term. For info, contact Nan Chaney 

at 541-740-6068 or nonandjay1@
gmail.com, or visit www.
corvalliscommunitychoir.us.  

2 step Tuesdays at Riley’s 
Billiards Bar & Grill. 124 SW 
Broadalbin St., Albany. 7 – 11 p.m.  

Celtic Jam at Imagine Coffee 
Live Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 
7:30 – 9 p.m. 

Timba Tuesday at Impulse 
Bar & Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave. 
7:30 p.m. Join the Rumbanana Salsa 
Group every Tuesday night after 
Rumbanana’s classes at Impulse Bar 
& Grill. They’ll be playing the best 
Timba, with a hint of Reggaeton and 
Bachata. Under 21 allowed until 9 
p.m. No cover.  

WEdNEsday, Mar. 25

Cheap Night at Darkside 
Cinema. 215 SW 4th St. Wednesday 
is Cheap Night at Darkside. Cost: 
$6 for all shows. Bring your own 
container for discounted prices on 

popcorn.

Fun-with-the-animals 
Work Party at Lighthouse Farm 
Sanctuary. 36831 Richardson Gap 
Rd., Scio. 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. For all 
ages and abilities. Work parties 
provide the sanctuary’s abused, 
abandoned, or neglected farm 
animals with clean water, bedding, 
and living conditions. No RSVP 
required; just show up wearing farm 
apparel and boots.     

Mr. Bill’s Trivia Night at 
Murphy’s Restaurant & Lounge. 
2740 SW 3rd St. 7 to 10 p.m.      

ann Marie sanderson 
at Bombs Away Café. 2527 NW 
Monroe Ave. 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Anne-
Marie Sanderson is a British singer-
songwriter based in Portland.   

Thursday, Mar. 26

Michelle hazelton Plays 
Peacock. 125 SW 2nd St. 7 – 8 
p.m. Come enjoy a late dinner or a 
few drinks with friends while you 
listen to Hazelton’s acoustic styles. 
Minors welcome until 8 p.m.    

Wild hog in the Woods at 
Calapooia Brewing. 140 NW Hill St., 
Albany. 7:30 p.m.  

ELProject (w/members 
of Mango django) at Bombs 
Away Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 
9 p.m. Cost: $3. Sam Cooper is a 
Portland-based musician who plays 
in the Americana Folk ‘n’ Roll genre. 
Ghost Towns is twisted rock ‘n’ roll 
featuring violin, trumpet, accordion, 
saxophone, etc. 

Buckin’ Thursday 
Western Night at Jack Okole’s 
Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St. 10 
p.m. 

Ladies’ Night Featuring 
dJ h-ram & Josh soto 
at Impulse Bar & Grill. 1425 NW 
Monroe Ave. 10 p.m.

albany historic 
Carousel and Museum, 
503 W 1st Ave. Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In the 
lobby, view finished animals and 
watch the painters work on a 
number of animals and other hand-
crafted projects. In the carving 
studio, see and touch over two 
dozen carvings in progress. 

history Inspectors: 
Exhibit-Based scavenger 
hunt. Albany Regional Museum, 
136 SE Lyon St. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Kids can discover the answers 
to Albany’s history while visiting 
the museum and earn the title of 
ARM History Inspector. Includes 
an activity sheet. Free; donations 
accepted. 

The arts Center youth 
Poetry Contest. The Arts 
Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., 
Corvallis. In celebration of Poetry 
Month, April 2015, all poets in 
grades K to 12 living in Linn or 
Benton County are invited to 
participate in the 10th annual Arts 
Center Youth Poetry Contest. This 
exhibition is generously supported 
by the Marys Peak Poets. All poems 
submitted will be exhibited in the 
Corinne Woodman Gallery at the 
Arts Center from March 31 through 
April 25.

‘something Old, 
something Blue.’ Benton 
County Historical Museum, 1101 
Main St., Philomath. Runs through 
Oct. 24. Tuesday through Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The exhibition 

showcases artifacts from the 
combined Horner Museum and 
Benton County Historical Society 
artifact collections, with an 
emphasis on the color blue. Sub-
themes include blue in nature, art, 
fashion, school colors, uniforms, 
decorative arts, and more. The 
museum has also borrowed 
something new: man-made 
blue pigment from the Oregon 
State University Department of 
Chemistry. 

‘Color is the Key’ by 
Carolee Clark. The Arts 
Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., 
Corvallis. Runs through March 28. 
Carolee Clark has always had art 
around her. As a child she would 
draw, while her artist-mother set 
up her easel, and be enthralled 

with her crayons and pencils, 
graduating to watercolor when her 
mother gave her a set.

howland Community 
OPEN Exhibition. The Arts 
Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., 
Corvallis. Runs through April 4. One 
of the Arts Center’s most popular 
exhibits.

‘Mythic Voices: dreams, 
Journals, Poems.’ 
Studio262, 425 SW Madison Ave., 
Ste. G, Corvallis. Runs from March 
26 through April 30. Showing 
in the Studio262 main gallery is 
“Mythic Voices: Dreams, Journals, 
Poems,” artwork by Alexandra 
Schaefers and Rachel Urista. The 
show’s reception is April 16, 4 to 
8 p.m.

Ongoing March Events...

5460 SW Philomath Blvd — www.imaginecoffee.net 
Just West of 53rd, Between Corvallis & Philomath

3/20 John Sherman , 7:30-9pm

3/21 Dave & Sharon Thormahlen, 7:30-9pm

3/26 Natalia Corbitt, 7:30-9pm

3/27 Open Mike , 7:30-9pm

Every Monday: Bryson Skaar, piano, 7:30 – 9pm

Every Tuesday: Celtic Jam, 7pm

Every Saturday: James Warren, Story Time, 10 am

ESPrESSO, GrEaT FOOD & LOCaL arTiSTS...Natalia & 
Cristoforo’s

Authentic Italian Meats & Cheeses

Wine Classes  •  Party Trays

351 NW Jackson St. #2 • Corvallis
541.752.1114

Alchemist Best Sandwich Shop Winner
Advocate Selection as a Hidden Foodie Find

we Do it for 

free!
Calendar listings

calendar@
corvallisadvocate.com

Deadline is Friday!
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Advocate picks...

Thursday, March 19
GIFT OF GaB

Cloud & Kelly’s, 126 SW 1st St. 10 p.m. 
$10

Usually I give a “show of the week” alert so you 
know which unmissable live performances you really 
shouldn’t miss. Well, let this serve as your “show 
of the year” warning. Gift of Gab, the MC from the 
legendary hip-hop duo Blackalicious, returns for 
another stop in Corvallis. I can’t for the life of me 
figure out why he loves playing here so much, or why 
he loves playing such a small venue, but I also don’t 
spend too much time asking why when I find money 
on the street either. Sometimes you just gotta thank 
your lucky stars and be on your way. Don’t give Gab 
a reason to not come back every year; let’s pack the 
house and show him why the Valley is so fresh to 
death. 

rOuGh JaZZ

Calapooia Brewing, 140 NE Hill St., 
albany. 7 p.m. Free

Jazz is America’s art form, so you should take every 
opportunity to experience it played well. Here’s a 
great opportunity for something like that at “the 
poo,” which is what I would call this place if I weren’t 
trying to get them to advertise with us. Calling it 
“the ’ya” just doesn’t have the same ring to it. But 
seriously, Rough Jazz; definitely worth the cover price. 

Friday, March 20 
ThE PEarL dIsTrICT QuINTET

Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 2nd St.  
7:30 p.m. $15 ($10 for seniors, 
members, students; $5 for kids  
under 12)

Pearl District Quintet brings five of Oregon’s 
classical music heavyweights to the stage 
together for one night of piano-accompanied 
chamber string mayhem. I like to blast this type of 
stuff when I’m in relaxation mode, like sitting in 
the shower crying. This performance will include 
the likes of Bach and Dvorak among others, and is 
a great opportunity to see a show while eating a 
stinky cheese. Classical and stinky cheese are like 
peanut butter and… stinky cheese. Some things 
just work.

ThE FIrE WEEds aNd JEssE 
GarrETT JOhNsON

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $4

I know how sick you all are of rap and classical 
shows dominating the landscape, so I’ve got good 
news. These guys play a totally unique brand of 
music you’ve probably never heard in Corvallis. 
Just kidding, it’s a bluegrass/Americana band. It 
is a really talented one from Portland. And for the 
low, low price of $4 you can see them with bright-
eyed, bushy-tailed optimist Jesse Garrett Johnson, 
who’s quickly becoming a favorite at Bombs.       

saturday, March 21
LudICrOus sPEEd

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $3

Whether you’re a fan of Spaceballs or the form 
of music traditionally loved by skinheads, you’re 
probably going to enjoy Ludicrous Speed. This 
is a big energetic ska outfit that will have you 
skankin’, drankin’, and considering ill-advised hats 
in no time flat. For the righter than right price of 
$3, I will be at this show for sure, and my level 
of nakedness will be dictated only by my level of 
inebriation…

COrVaLLIs FOLKLOrE sOCIETy 
CONTra daNCE

First Congregational United Church, 
4515 SW West Hills rd. 7:30 p.m. $7

Contra dance time is here again, which I would 
think is especially appealing to people who 
have served in the military. If you like dancing to 
the barked orders of a complete stranger (and 
who wouldn’t, really?), than this should be the 
Saturday night of your dreams. I frequently show 
up at this dance dressed as Col. Oliver North, and 
then I usually try to make illegal backroom deals 
with the people of the Folklore Society to launder 
money. And if you got that joke, I think you will 
enjoy this dance immensely.

sunday, March 22
Osu BEaVErs BasEBaLL Vs. 
WashINGTON sTaTE

Goss Stadium, 430 SW Langton Pl.  
1 p.m. $10 to $20

Baseball is objectively the most boring sport in the 
universe. I’d rather watch paint dry… on a cricket 
player’s bat than watch baseball. However, I do love 
a winner, and the OSU baseball team is traditionally 
pretty damn good. So if you want to get on board 
with a winning squad on a slow Sunday, than I 
can’t recommend a slower, more appropriate sport 
for you to watch. If you need me during the game, 
I’ll probably be throwing rocks at passing trains, 
because I value my time.

BLuEs JaM!

Calapooia Brewing Company, 140 NE 
Hill St., albany. 4 to 6 p.m. Free

It’s the exclamation point that really sells the 
event. I would never attend a “blues jam.” But a 
“Blues Jam!” That is something I would attend. The 
charisma, the buoyancy. The blues! This jam is going 
to be spectacular. And before you ask, no, I won’t be 
there again this week shouting obscenities into my 
cell phone and pacing up and down in front of the 
stage while the band tries to play. It was my biennial 
phone call to Mother.  So sorry you all have perfect 
relationships with your parents…  

submit: do you know of an upcoming event?
Email us and we’ll add it to the web calendar calendar@corvallisadvocate.com

Local Love Award

Corvallis

d
This week bestowed on  

Collaboration 

You’ll note from earlier pages in 
this issue a collaboration between 
The Arts Center and Spring Creek 

and OSU, which is a trifecta of 
sorts.

Congrats to you all on the Ford 
Family Foundation grant, well 

earned in our estimation.

8 DayS a WEEK...

a resale boutique for women in downtown Corvallis 
 
 

Monday - Friday 11 - 6   •   Saturday 10 - 6   •   Sunday 12 - 4 
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Fades, Line-ups, 
ROTC Cuts & More!

Located in the M.U. on campus
UniveRsiTy CUTs

BesT CUTs in 
CORvaLLis!
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LuNCh & DINNER  
Small $3.99   Medium $5.99   Large $7.99

GyROS (yEEROS) 
Seasoned ground Lamb & Beef meat served on  
pita with lettuce, tomatoes and garlic tahini sauce

ChICkEN or LAMb ShAwERMA 
Your choice of grilled lean cuts of marinated lamb or 
chicken slices, served on pita with, lettuce, tomatoes 
and garlic tahini sauce

VEGITARIAN FALAFEL 
Delicious Pâté of ground cooked Garbanzo & Fava 
beans mixed with a special blend of spices, served 
on pita with lettuce, tomatoes and tahini sauce 

For the above add $2.00 for rice or a side dish 
creation of the day

MEALS uNDER $10
ROASTED LAMb ShANk OR 
MEDITERRANEAN ChICkEN OVER  
RICE OR COuSCOuS $9.99

VEGETARIAN SPECIAL COMbO  
CREATION $9.99   

SOuP OR SALAD CREATION OF ThE DAy    
Small $3.99   Large $5.99

bREAkFAST (ALL DAy)
MEDITERRANEAN COFFEE & BAKLAvA $ 4.99
GREEK SAUSAGE OMELET ON A PITA $ 3.99
MEDITERRANEAN vEGGIE OMELET ON A PITA $3.99
MEDITERRANEAN BAKLAvA $2.50
FRESH BAKED FRENCH SOURDOUGH BAGUETTES $3.00Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

453 Sw Madison & 5th St.
Downtown Corvallis
(541) 908-2667 

corvallismediterranean.com

Text  
Only

ChECk OuT OuR IN-hOuSE MEDITERREANEAN MARkET!

Monday, March 23
BrysON sKaar

Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW Philomath 
Blvd. 7:30 p.m. Free

Have I done a Bryson Skaar/Scar (from The 
Lion King) thing yet? No? Well there’s an 
embarrassing oversight. But rest assured, 
Bryson Skaar lays down the hot ivory jazz 
with the self-confidence and Jeremy Irons-
voiced depth of an evil lion that terrorized my 
childhood. Okay, even I can admit that was 
thin, and I’ve already referenced Spaceballs 
and the Iran-Contra affair… Just go to 
Imagine and listen to this great jazz piano so 
I don’t hate you.

TradITIONaL WEsT aFrICaN 
daNCE CLassEs

Odd Fellows Hall, 223 SW 2nd St.  
7:15 p.m. 

Okay, I’ve been lying to you; I’m not the 
greatest West African style dancer in the 
world. I’m ranked #5. But I am #1 in the 
greater Linn-Benton County region, and 
that’s not too shabby. If you want moves 
like mine, you might want to start at ground 
level and check out this awesome class at 
the confusingly named Odd Fellows Hall. 
Fefafe provides the music, you just bring your 
dancing shoes and love of getting humiliated 
by me on the dance floor.

Tuesday, March 24
COMMuNITy MOVIE NIGhT

Darkside Cinema, 215 SW 4th St.  
2 and 7 p.m. Free

CMNYK has an amazing Spring Break Special 
planned for you, so be appreciative and show 
up. Since those foul-mouthed, weed-stinking 
college kids will be at home getting free 
food and laundry done by their parents (for a 
change…), why don’t we have a big ol’ family-
friendly free movie that you can bring your non-
weed stinking kids to? Darkside Cinema to the 
rescue. Curator Ygal Kaufman will be screening 
the 1939 Fleischer brothers animated classic 
Gulliver’s Travels, and you have two chances to 
see it, at 2 and 7 p.m. It’s free as usual, and the 
newsreels and shorts beforehand have been 
tailored to the possibility that you’ll bring kids. 
But this movie is just as good for adults—don’t 
miss it!

CELTIC JaM

Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW Philomath 
Blvd. 7 p.m. Free

If you want to get real technical about it, a 
“Celtic jam” is when Dee Brown did that 
no-look dunk where he put his forearm over 
his eyes when he went toward the hoop in 
the 1991 Slam Dunk Competition. But since 
I’m the forgiving type, I’ll also recommend this 
musically more impressive (but basketball-
wise completely worthless) Irish music jam 
that goes down every week at the ‘Gine. 
What, are we not calling it that yet? Prepare 
for “Greensleeves”; again, not a Dee Brown 
reference.   

Wednesday, March 25
aNNE MarIE saNdErsON

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 7:30 p.m. Free

Sanderson is a British singer-songwriter who 
lives in Oregon and is producing some of the 
most exciting music coming out of Oregon right 
now. She’s touring in support of her recently 
released EP, Shadows and Sparks, which came 
out in February. This is a premium act for free in 
Corvallis. If you can’t make it out for this show, 
don’t complain when the next show is just me 
on a stage juggling oranges and humming the 
theme from Matlock. What? It’s a performance 
art piece…

WEdNEsday aCOusTIC LIVE 
WITh ThE ThOrMahLENs

Les Caves, 308 SW 3rd St. 8 p.m. Free

Dave and Sharon Thormahlen are Corvallis 
treasures making a gorgeous product that is 
a genuine throwback to a forgotten age. Their 
harps are a vision to behold, and they sound 
great.  Now I know, you normally don’t intend 
on hearing harps until your translucent spirit 
rises from your dead body and perches on a 
cloud… but Les Caves does make a mean 
cheese board, so why not hear some harp 
music a little earlier than planned?

Thursday, March 26 
ELPrOJECT

Bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. Free

Mango Django provides some of Corvallis’ 
most oft leaned-on live jazz music. They’re 
talented, eclectic, and they play out a bunch 
for free, so they’re pretty much the tippity-top 
of the Corvallis jazz scene. Well, buckle up 
because they’re going all Gang Starr with this 
hip-hop collaboration that sounds intriguing 
at the very least. Though I doubt these guys 
are going to get as gully as Guru used to (RIP) 
I tend to think this is gonna be one of the 
hottest live music nights of the week.

WILd hOG IN ThE WOOds

Calapooia Brewing, 140 NE Hill St., 
albany. 7 p.m. Free

Go wild with this super authentic bunch of 
American strummers as they play what their 
website describes as “stringband music 
totapatoeto.” If you have any idea what that 
is, you’ll probably love this band. The rest of 
you will just like it a whole lot, because they’re 
great. It’s time to go hog wild, as they say. 
“They” being some people much, much older 
than me. 
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A few weeks ago I posted my list of the 
best movies of 2014. Undoubtedly some 
of you wondered about my #3 ranking, 
What We Do in the Shadows, written, 
directed by, and starring Taika Waititi 
and Jemaine Clement. Well wonder no 
more, shut-ins, societal outcasts, and 
other fans of Entertainmental. What We 
Do is finally at the Darkside Cinema.

The premise of this oddball comedy 
is simple: a mockumentary about a 
house of roommates who happen to 
be vampires. It’s so simple, in fact, that 
it lulls you into a false sense of “Oh 
brother, this is a film school idea…” This 
type of high concept is, not to overuse 
a Blackeyed Peas phrase, so 2000-and-
late. But the twist on this sort of 
worn premise is that they’re living 
in Wellington, New Zealand, and 
they’re all hilarious and amazing. 

I know that was effusive but I can’t 
overstate how perfect the cast is in 
this film.

The four vampires live in 
contemporary Wellington, and the 
youngest of them, Deacon, is 183. 
So the movie is about fitting in, at 
its heart. It can be hard to make 
friends when you can’t go out in the 
sun and you’re way, way older than 
everyone.  

The first of the house we meet is the 
dandy, viago, a well-dressed 379-year-
old optimist who wants to find love 
while also maintaining order in the 
house. There’s also Deacon, the 
young hot shot; vladislav, who is 862, 
and is sort of the Bram Stoker type; 
and Peter, who is 8,000 and is in his 
full-on Nosferatu stage of life. This is 
one of the brilliant decisions Clement 
and Waititi made with the script: 
to make the vampires of different 
class, background, and age, without 

explicitly tying any of them to a 
particular property. Each of them has 
elements of classic vampire lore within 
them, but they are of varying levels of 
skill and creepiness based on their age 
and type, and they all share a certain 
loneliness and self-consciousness. This 
makes for an amazing Odd Couple 
meets Friends roommate dynamic that 
carries their mostly light adventures, 
which include clubbing, dating/eating 
(which for a vampire is often the same 
thing), and interacting with the greater 
occult community. The topic of turning 
new vampires is deftly handled, and 
provides one of the best of many 
likable storylines.

The film is carefully constructed, 
despite the feel of improvisation 
and the documentary styling, and 
it’s surprisingly effects laden. The 
camera work and special effects are 
particularly impressive highpoints of 
the production and are so judiciously 
applied that they fit seamlessly with the 
rest of the production.

But the thing that really carries the 
whole package to the mountaintop 
is the performances. Waititi, who stars 
as viago, is a revelation. I haven’t 
seen much of his work, but this is a 

star-making turn that should make 
him a household name in the US soon 
enough. Clement, who plays vlad, is 
already a star mostly from his brilliant 
comedy band Flight of the Conchords. 
He is so devastatingly perfect as the 
lothario with old fashioned ideas about 
the world that he steals nearly every 
scene he’s in. Jonathan Brugh, Cori 
Gonzalez-Macuer, Jackie van Beek, 
Elena Stejko, and Stuart Rutherford 
round out a sublime ensemble that 
should have you curious about the 
New Zealand comedy scene.

And that’s part of the brilliance of 
What We Do in the Shadows, it’s also 
about getting lost in a small place, 

which is what loneliness can feel 
like. New Zealand is a small and 
unique country, not much larger 
than Oregon, and the film is at 
once a paean to it and a criticism, 
which uses it as a character in the 
film. This brings the film’s plot and 
themes over the top of an ordinary 
mockumentary. It also doesn’t hurt 
that it stays fresh and laugh-out-loud 
funny throughout. 

Whether they’re making fun of stuffy 
vampire movie cliches or making 
subtle social commentary, as with 

their rivalry with a pack of werewolves, 
or Deacon’s “familiar” Jackie, who 
serves him in the desperate hope that 
he’ll one day turn her, Shadows bounds 
from one scene to the next with 
effervescent energy. 

So again I enjoin you, hermits and 
miscreants, go see your kindred spirits 
at the Darkside. What We Do in the 
Shadows needs to see the light of day. 

What We Do in the Shadows is playing 
at the Darkside Cinema. Tickets and 
show times are available at www.
darksidecinema.com.

EntErtainmEntal
What We Do in the Shadows Review

By Ygal Kaufman
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Our Films Suck Less.
Every night.

4th & Madison • Corvallis
darksidecinema.com

(541) 752-4161

WILD —R There’s something about a cinematic NW road trip that 
circulates the juices, stirs the pheromones. Reese Witherspoon.

WALKING WITH THE ENEMY —PG-13 An unforgettable film of 
love, courage, and sacrifice. Ben Kingsley.

SALVATION —R  The mighty Mads Mikkelsen unleashes a maelstrom 
of bloodshed in the Wild West in this white-knuckle tale of revenge.

WHAT WE DO IN THE SHADOWS —NR Smarter, fresher, and 
funnier than a modern vampire movie has any right to be,  

What We Do in the Shadows is bloody good fun.

OCTOBER GALE —NR  Compassionate, authentically  
emotional at times, and when it reaches its potential,  

retains some concept of restraint.

STILL ALICE —PG-13  A gripping performance from Julianne Moore, 
and a heartfelt drama that honors its delicate themes with bravery and 

sensitivity. Best Actress Oscar Nom!

Darkside Cinema Films for 3/20/-3/16/2015
Please call or log on for show times

DARKSIDE Cinema

Buy • Sell • TradeCheap Books priCeless Books

Corvallis
541-758-1121
121 NW 4th St.

Albany
541-926-2612

1425 Pacific Blvd.

Buy • sell
Trade

Corvallis
121 NW 4th St. • 541-758-1121

Albany
1425 Pacific Blvd. • 541-926-2612



Corvallis Advocate | 15

aDvertise
With Us! Advocate for Your Business

7,000weekly print run

8,000 web hits 350outlets
ads@corvallisadvocate.com | 541.766.3675

things are ... happening
Hard trutHs

by Sidney 
Reilly

ON PuTIN 
Putin returned to our loving public gaze on 
Monday, after disappearing for 11 days. There was 
spin coming out of every source possible, and tons 
of speculation. One rumor put him in Italy at the 
secret birth of his lovechild with Russian Olympic 
gymnast Alina Kabaeva. But thank the stars our 
paragon of stability in Russia 
has returned. Where are we 
going to go for our semi-
subtle passive aggressive 
brinksmanship? Tehran? 
Caracas?  

No, it’s got to be Moscow, 
and it’s got to be that 
toothy-grinned, former-KGB 
rascal Putin. 

Only a guy like that could 
pull something like this off 
in the modern age. This is 
a king’s move. Whether it 
was a love child, the even 
more plausible health scare, 
or a third scenario which 
may sound a bit nutty—a 
failed coup that had him 
detained for a time before 
his rescue (hey, I’ve read 
my Tom Clancy)—no other 
head of state could go radio silent for nearly two 
weeks and shrug it off like it was no big deal.

It’s not like Russia isn’t embroiled in several 
international conflicts currently that could go 
all pear-shaped at any moment. Putin himself 
recently confirmed his willingness to use nukes to 
secure the Crimea region. 

So one can only imagine the type of power—true 
power, not a lot of Twitter followers—that Putin 
must hold to be able to do something like that. 

Mark Sanford couldn’t even keep a six-day love 
jaunt under wraps, and he’s just the governor of 
South Carolina, a decidedly less crucial strip of real 
estate than Russia. Where’s a Pussy Riot distraction 
when you need one, am I right, Governor?

ON EMAILS 
I recently bragged about Hillary Clinton’s ability 
to stay above the fray by staying totally below 
the radar. Well, you’re about to see her put on 
a master class about keeping your trap shut and 
waiting out a scandal.

The former secretary 
of state and presumed 
future president has a not 
inconsiderable mess in her 
lap. Her use of a private 
“homebrew” server for 
emails while at the State 
Department is a huge deal, 
and a big stick in the eye of 
the Obama administration’s 
supposed transparency. Her 
explanation was woefully 
insubstantial. Maureen 
Dowd took her to the 
woodshed in a column 
that shook the weekend 
political talkosphere. James 
Carville went on Tv and 
said everyone knows what 
she did, that she hid her 
email because she “didn’t 
want Louie Gohmert 
rifling through her emails” 

(something I’ve said to myself before when 
deleting emails). And he was defending her.

But Hillary’s no dummy. She’s not going to defiantly 
call out anybody, she’s not going to draw a lot 
of attention. And she’s damn sure not going to 
let herself get caught in a debate with Elizabeth 
Warren, a contender she no doubt fears (a little). 

She’s going to hunker down. 

If there’s one thing Hillary Clinton knows, it’s 
that there’s always another scandal brewing 
somewhere to take people’s minds off whatever 
she or Bill did most recently. It’s like waiting for 
a subway; if your train blows by without letting 
you on, you don’t go running down the tracks 
screaming at it. You just wait for the next one.

Trillium Family Services is HIRING  
(Corvallis, OR) nonprofit organization
 
We are currently recruiting for several full and part 
time positions. We offer a generous benefit package 
including paid vacation, sick leave, 401k matching, 
flexible spending account and may be able to assist 
you with paperwork from your lender for student loan 
forgiveness. If you would like to join our team in making 
a “Difference in the Life of a Child and Family” Please 
visit our website at www.trilliumfamily.org/careers for a 
complete list of opportunities. We have entry level to 
clinical level careers available.
 
We are actively recruiting for the following positions:
• Residential Skills Trainer
• Child & Family Therapist
• Mental Health Registered Nurse
 
DeeDee R. Gordon, PHR, SHRM-CP
Staffing Manager
Trillium Family Services
4455 NE Highway 20 / Corvallis, OR  97330
Office:  541-758-7735 / Fax:  541-750-1113
Dgordon@trilliumfamily.org
 
TFS is an equal opportunity employer and service provider. 
Trillium Family Services, a community benefit organization, 
is the leading provider of mental and behavioral healthcare 
for Oregon’s most vulnerable children.
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DUCE SPECIA

LS
 

North Corvallis
29th & Grant

South Corvallis
1007 SE 3rd St.

Open Daily 7-9

MAR. 18th-

MAR. 24th!

Sale items cannot be combined 
with OSD or case discount.

ORgANIC
AtAuLFO MANgOS

 $1.99/ea

 sale $1.25/ea

ORgANIC
StRAwbERRIES,1Lb

$5.99/ea 

 sale $3.00/ea

ORgANIC
ShIItAkE MuShROOMS

 $10.99/lb 

 sale $7.99/lb 

ORgANIC
FujI APPLES

$1.49/lb

 sale 99¢/lb

ORgANIC
ASPARAguS

$5.99/lb 

 sale $3.99/lb

ORgANIC
ENgLISh CuCuMbERS

 $3.99/ea

 sale $2.00/ea

First AlternativeNATURAL FOODS CO-OP

ORgANIC
RAINbOw bAby 
CARROtS, 12Oz

$1.99/ea

 sale $1.50/ea

2444 NW Professional Dr. • Corvallis 
541-758-1505 • tomlasterdds.com
Courtesy insurance billing for everyone

Dentistry x (Science + Art + Love) 
p	Our passion is  

evidence-based  
thinking

p	Our mission  
is smarter  
alternatives

p	Our goal is a  
healthier you

Tom Laster, DDS

John Bugni, DMD

DENTISTS
Tom Laster, DDS
John Bungni, DMD

THE MAJESTIC THEATRE •115 SW 2ND ST., CORVALLIS
BUY TICKETS ONLINE: WWW.MAJESTIC.ORG • BOX OFFICE: 541.738.7469

MAJESTIC THEATRE SPRING MUSICAL 

Les Misérables
May 8 - 24th

Mother’s Day 
Special Event
Tickets: $25 - 30 
includes desserts & beverages

Tickets: 
$20 - 25


