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On Saturday, Feb. 28, OSU will 
host the 15th annual Oregon 

Small Farms Conference, offered by 
the OSU Extension service. Last year 
this event drew 800 people.

The conference is provided to 
anyone who is involved with the 
agricultural profession, including 
students, restaurant owners, farmers, 
and food policy advocates. This 
year’s presenters include farmers, 
OSU faculty, and representatives 

of agribusiness and government 
agencies. 

Featured guest Jean-
Martin Fortier is an 
extremely successful 
organic farmer and, 
according to organizers, 
a “passionate advocate 
for strengthening local 
food systems.” His full-day session is 
titled “Six Figure Farming for Small 
Plots.”

The conference will also feature 24 
workshops, including 
three in Spanish, on 
topics including healthier 
animals, diversification 
of orchards and markets, 
marketing farmers’ 
markets, and impacts of 
organic certification. The 
cost for the event, which 

includes lunch, is $100 at the door. It 
will take place from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the LaSelles Stewart Center.

For two owners of historic homes 
trying to replace leaky windows, it’s 

back to square one. 

Corvallis City Council, in a 6-3 vote, 
rejected two 
appeals Feb. 17 
and upheld a 
previous decision 
of the Historic 
Resources 
Commission 
regarding the 
William Lane 
House and the 
Farra House. 
Those two decisions meant homeowners 
couldn’t replace damaged wood windows 
with fiberglass-clad wood windows. 

For Lane House owner Jennifer Nash, 
who aims to move her law offices there 

with fellow lawyer Nicolas Ortiz, it was 
the culmination of a frustrating process. 
She will go ahead and install the three 
fiberglass-clad wood inserts that the 
Historic Resources Commission did 
approve. But three additional windows 
got the thumbs-down because they face 
the street. The wood is still rotting.  

“The alternative is to replace all of the 
windows that need repair with wood 
windows,” Nash said. “But if we did 
that, it would require us in the removal 
process to severely damage the original 
interior and exterior molding, which is 
impossible to repair and replace because 
it’s 5½ inches all the way around of 
hand-carpentered old-growth fir.” 

Council members said they might have 
decided differently if they’d sat on the 
Historic Resources Commission. 

“I am convinced that fiberglass-clad 
wood windows are no different than 
wood windows,” council member Mike 
Beilstein said. “The difference in 
appearance is not that different. To me 
it’s a matter of a sum of a building being 
more important than its components.” 

But Beilstein said he didn’t want to 
reverse a decision made by a commission 
of citizens appointed by the council. 
That’s even though the council’s decision 
was supposed to be a de novo review, 
which essentially means councilors 
cannot reference previous conclusions to 
make that call. 

“It would be as if we were saying their 
decision was wrong, and I don’t think 
they misinterpreted the code in any 
way,” Beilstein said. 

It’s a depressing headline that we’ve 
become familiar with: student debt is 

a growing problem, with both number 
of borrowers and debt per borrower on 
the rise. 
A recently 
organized 
group 
of OSU 
students, 
Allied 
Students 
for Another Politics (ASAP!), will host 
a Strike Debt Assembly on Tuesday, 
March 3. The event will run from 11:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Memorial Union 
quad on OSU campus. 

OSU groups AAUP, the Black 

Student Union, Coalition of Graduate 
Employees, CCDS, and MEChA 
will participate in the event as well, 
according to ASAP! representative Alex 
Riccio. He continued, “The assembly is 
for the purpose of talking about student 
debt, and all forms of debt, and ways we 
can resist debt as well as rising tuition 
costs.” While ASAP! believes that college 
should be free, the other groups will 
present their viewpoints as well. 

Student debt is an issue that intersects 
with other social inequities: analyses 
of student debt in recent years have 
shown that black students have 
disproportionately more debt than their 
white classmates, and are less likely to 
be able to afford to pay it off after they 

graduate. While a college education is 
often seen as a way for individuals to 
lift themselves and their families out of 
poverty, debt from loans may prove just 
as much of a  burden. 

ASAP! is supported by the Anarres 
Project, which has been profiled by The 
Corvallis Advocate along with its co-
founder Dr. Joseph Orosco. Along with 
student debt, ASAP! takes positions 
on other issues of social justice. Part 
of their mission statement reads, “We 
are a group of student organizers that 
position ourselves against all forms of 
oppression such as those that relate to 
race, gender, sexual orientation, and 
class.” More info can be found at https://
notforcebutpersistence.wordpress.com.

OSU HOStS Small FarmS COnFerenCe

reStOratiOn Dream tUrnS tO 
PreServatiOn Pain

OSU GrOUP OrGanizeS tO reSiSt StUDent Debt

Jean-Martin Fortier Among Presenters

In Other Puns… Historic Window Case Closed

Assembly Scheduled for March 3 at the MU

By Kyra Young

By Denise Ruttan

By Bethany Carlson

odoT drops $3.4 million on construction 
that seeks to lessen the traffic 

problems on Highway 34 on the way out 
of Corvallis. Anyone who has ever lived 
in a real city simultaneously said, “What 
traffic?”

disgruntled ex-selmet employee Michael 
Shaffer was charged in a Linn County 
Court with a bunch of counts of things 
containing the words “burglary,” “theft,” 
“aggravated,” “mischief,” and various 
numbers. And this ends the lesson on 
how to make sure you’re one of the first 
suspects police look at.

The topmost story on the lebanon 
newspaper’s website details how a fairly 
unimportant street will be closed. Corvallis 
Advocate associate editor Johnny Beaver 
falls asleep at his desk.

The Lebanon Log: Fireworks were set off 
after midnight, a customer at Game Time 
tried to leave without paying, a stop sign 
was knocked over, one man was arrested 
for a parole violation and two others for 
trespassing, knee pads were stolen from 
Walmart (and somehow they got them 
back), the Free Methodist Church had a 
TV “burgled,” a man used a fake $50 bill to 
pay for a shot at Merlin’s Bar, someone ran 
over a cat, and... meth, meth, probation 
violations, meth, contempt of court.

linn-bentOn 
baCkwaSH 

By Johnny Beaver

Traffic Something, Usual 
Suspects, Sleeping 
Editors… and Meth

IT GETs BETTEr
24 hr suIcIdE 

hoTlInE

Benton county 
Mental health 

crisis line 
1-888-232-7192
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bike PatH at 
DeaD enD?

By Dave DeLuca

The Benton County Planning 
Commission unanimously rejected 

a conditional use permit application 
last week. Failure to obtain the 
permit was just the latest problem 
encountered by Benton County 
Public Works in its effort to construct 
a multimodal path connecting 
Corvallis to Albany. The commission’s 
decision came after weeks of delays 
to accommodate public testimony, 
and just days before the deadline 
of an ODOT grant essential to the 
project: $2 million dollars was to be 
given to the county to pay for a two-
mile stretch of the trail. However, the 
grant required a funding agreement 
be signed Feb. 21 and that the 
project be completed by the end 
of 2016. Without the permit, Benton 
County officials will be unable to 
achieve the first of the stipulations. 

The commission stated that Public 
Works failed to properly address the 
concerns of the landowners directly 
affected by the proposed path. 
While Benton County has purchased 
easements from several private 
landowners, a group of farmers had 
banded together in defiance of the 
project. Outspoken and determined, 
the group hired an attorney who 
promised to protect their land with all 
available legal means. 

An extension of the deadlines for 
grant money might technically be 
possible, but could prove to be only 
a stay of execution for the project. 
Unless, that is, Benton County 
Commissioners decide to declare the 
land in question as eminent domain. 
Even then, a legal battle would 
follow. 

Planners Deny Permit, 
Options Now Limited

Probably you are aware by now of 
the deaths of Kimberly Hakes and 

Michael Whipple, but if not, here are 
the facts. Hakes was found dead by the 
Willamette River little more than a 
week ago, having suffered head trauma 
in what is believed to be a murder. She 
was age 42 and had been homeless for 
many years. Whipple passed out after 
an evening of drinking in early January 
and died in the freezing overnight 
temperatures. He had been homeless 
in the past, but not at the time of his 
death; he was age 63.

corVallIs rEacTs 
Letters to The Advocate and posts 
elsewhere have run the gambit, but 
some themes have emerged.  One 
has been to blame the community 
itself for being what is seen as overly 
welcoming and permissive towards the 
homeless—there is frustration that we 
have attracted so many homeless from 
outside the area, that there are so many 
homeless encampments and so little 
enforcement and oversight.  Conversely, 
there are many who believe that not 
enough is being made available to the 
homeless.  There are also those who 
believe we should offer as much, or 
more, but change those offerings.

But in the instance of Hakes, even with 
an ongoing investigation not having 
concluded, we know she regularly 
accessed services at the drop-in center. 
Having been homeless for so many 
years she would have been aware of 
her risks as a homeless woman, yet she 
chose to camp rather than seek help 
from the women’s emergency shelter. 
Encampments of homeless individuals 
establish themselves, and over time 
are shut down by authorities only to 
reestablish themselves elsewhere.

In the instance of Whipple, Corvallis 
Housing First confirms a trailer had 
been available to him for some time 
prior to his death and was still his to use 
the night he died. He had struggled with 
alcohol use for many years.

ThEy dId noT Fall BETWEEn ThE 
cracks 
These last few years have brought 
an assessment of a different kind to 
Corvallis as two schools of thought have 
emerged about how to help the homeless 

in our community.  
The housing first model contends 
that lowering restrictions on drug 
and alcohol use for homeless clients 
seeking services attracts a client that 
historically has proved difficult to help, 
the chronically homeless. Once in the 
door, case managers would ideally 
work to accommodate the client as a 
means of harm reduction for both the 
client and the community. There have 
been some successes for the chronically 
homeless with this model, but it 
presents difficulties serving other types 
of clients and has been demonstrated 
to have a so-called “magnet effect” that 
we’ll discuss in a moment. Locally, this 
model is embraced by Corvallis Housing 
First; among other services, they run a 
downtown emergency men’s shelter.
The other model permits clients to seek 
emergency shelter while intoxicated, but 
insists on drug and alcohol restrictions 
after that if alcoholism or substance 
abuse is an issue. The impetus for 
this insistence is that sustainable 
change only occurs for people who 
willingly want to change. This model 
also contends that it is difficult for 
clients that are early in their recovery 
to mix with clients that may still be 
using drugs or alcohol. This model has 
demonstrated itself with many types 
of homelessness, but is more limited in 
its successes with the most chronically 
homeless. Locally, Community Outreach 
Inc. offers many services typical of the 
model.
All this said, Corvallis offers more 
safety nets than most cities its size. 
Both Hakes and Whipple had been 
longtime Corvallisites with residencies 
dating back before the current influx of 
transient homeless into town. Given the 
services they accessed and were aware 

of, it seems unlikely that either of their 
premature deaths can be ascribed to a 
lack of community help.  
In the final analysis, we cannot know 
who is responsible for the Hakes 
murder unless the police investigation 
is successful. In other words, the only 
one responsible for Hakes’ death is her 
murderer.
an ElEPhanT In ThE rooM 
Stepping away from these recent 
deaths, there appears to be community 
consensus for magnanimity toward the 
homeless population, but it is waning 
under the pressure of the magnet 
effect—a phenomenon in which a 
region’s transients learn of a community 
particularly accepting of the chronically 
homeless and migrate there. 
Those that do migrate can be a 
particularly difficult group to help.
Corvallis Police are on record stating 
they have seen this increase, and this 
paper receives reports regularly. There 
has been increased crime; preteen and 
teenage girls report being sexually 
harassed, and many parents express 
concern it is no longer safe for children 
to use a number of area parks. Most 
recently, community concerns spurred 
a Tactical Action Plan that has shifted 
some police resources to Central Park. 
Similar expenditures were made last 
year for the whole of downtown. 
In the debate on how to best help the 
homeless, some have tried to minimize 
this effect as a concern or blame it 
inaccurately on national trends, but 
this denial is undermining the public’s 
trust. One email to The Advocate even 
referred to the helping community 
as the homelessness business, and 
similar insinuations are becoming more 
common.
While these recent deaths can be 
seen as tangential to this debate, it 
is more the case that they may prove 
galvanizing. Going forward, it may be 
difficult for the helping community and 
area leaders to retain public support if 
they are not direct about the influx of 
transient homeless into Corvallis, and 
willing to offer plans complete with 
costs for Corvallisites who are becoming 
increasingly frustrated.  

DeatHS Galvanize HOmeleSS DebateS
Everyone Wants to Help… They Also Want Honesty

By Rob Goffins

www.NewMorningBakery.com

Monday - Saturday 7am- 9pm & Sunday 8am-8pm

Open For Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner!

219 SW 2nd, Downtown Corvallis
541-754-0181

Now Serving Full Breakfast on Weekends
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PorTland droP-kIcks BuTTs ouT 
oF Parks 
Cigarette butts, that is. See what I 
did there? 

You better smoke ‘em while you got 
‘em, as they say, because effective 
July 1 of this year cloves, snuff, 
pot, e-cigarettes, hookahs, cigars, 
cigarettes, cigarillos, and most 
likely putting loose leaf tobacco up 
your yin-yang will be disallowed in 
all Portland city parks. Portland 
will be joining 64 other Oregon 
cities and counties that have 
already passed such a ban. If 
you are caught in violation of the 
new ban, you’ll face a possible 
misdemeanor or even another 
ban... a ban of you, from the parks. 
Where you can’t go to the parks 
anymore, because of what you did.

While most people seem to be 
supporting the ban, one is left to 
wonder, what’s next? Will they ban 
pooping in the park? I don’t know if 
that’d be a world I’d want to live in.

GroundhoG day: norThWEsT 
EdITIon 
If you have been tuned in to 
DailyTrainNews.net (this is not a 
real site), you likely know about 
the big oil train derailment that 
just happened in West Virginia. 
It crashed, stuff went all over, fire 
happened, yadda yadda. 

What I find interesting is the rash 
of news pieces that have broken 
out in our neck of the woods, all 
of them largely saying something 
to the effect of “Herpderp, train 

explosion. PacNW lawmakers 
thinking about oil transport 
safety.” You see, I could have 
sworn that the last two dozen 
times this happened the rhetoric 
was identical. Are the same 
lawmakers still considering the 
situation from before, or do they 
start considering it all over again 
when something flies off the rails 
and explodes? Like a time loop. Or 
maybe it’s more abstract than that, 
and we can’t sort it out without 
some Adderall, kryptonite, and a 
protractor.

Now, normally I just ignore the 
slow grind of government, because 
I’m painfully aware of how it can 
get gummed up. There’s a whole 
lot of “urging” going on in the 
direction of Congress to enhance 
the involved safety standards, but 
we all know how urges work. I 
have the urge to pee right now, but 
I want to finish this article so it’s 
likely going in my pants.

The fact is, oil by rail transport 
has seen a huge increase in 
the Pacific Northwest, possibly 
exponential, and it’s not exactly a 
spring chicken. It’s transforming 
the region at a rapid rate, yet 
the ratio of wheels being spun 
to legislation being signed looks 
a bit like the ratio of cereal to 
cockroach parts in a box of Life. 
Washington is actually dragging 
its ass to the point where one bill 
that’s being considered, House 
Bill 1449, requires companies to 
disclose what’s being transported 
along what routes. Correct me if 

I’m wrong, but that seems like 
something that should have been 
part of the first regulations when 
they were put in place on July 2, 
1979, the day the Funk died.

But hey, if it makes you feel any 
better, an Oregon State Fire 
Marshal survey found that 81% 
of all state fire departments are 
lacking the equipment needed to 
successfully fight an oil fire after 
a derailment. This way if an oil 
train derails, slides through your 
housing flinging molten goo and 
flaming hobos all nimbly-bimbly, 
you can rest assured that you 
likely won’t survive to regret not 
buying that oil transport crash 
insurance.

lGBT-FrIEndly PasTor sEEs 
church Backlash 
Sometimes people forget that 
Oregon exists in 21st century 
America. Yes, for the most part 
we’re kind of a liberal stronghold 
(despite the fact that our capitol 
has a rather disturbing number 
of anti-abortion billboards), but 
every once in a while we get a nice 
reminder that there’s a long way to 
go, even in our own backyard.

Cut to the First Christian Church in 
downtown Portland. If you haven’t 
been, you should rectify that. It’s 
got beautifully crafted stained glass 
windows, a high ceiling, and is 
pretty damn big to boot. And this is 
good because it might need to house 
more than one congregation if the 
Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC) 
gets its way.

Pastor 
Adam 
Phillips is 
on the outs with 
the ECC it was once 
aligned with because of his 
long-standing support for the 
LGBT community. As part of an 
ECC trend to react more harshly 
regarding marriage equality and 
similar issues, they questioned 
Phillips about whether or not he’d 
hire an LGBT person, would let 
them give Communion, etc. In the 
end, the ECC decided to expel him 
from the church altogether.

Of course, now congregants are 
forced to choose between Phillips 
and the church, which isn’t 
necessarily an easy call. Many 
who support Phillips are still very 
hurt by the split, and additionally 
they’ll be facing a financial fight. 
The $50,000 a year they were 
getting from the ECC has now 
disappeared, go figure, and if 
they can’t raise the money to stay 
afloat, it’ll be done for.

Good times.

aS tHe State tUrnSPortland Butts, Crazy Trains, Evangelical Nonsense

By Johnny Beaver

353 SW Madison Ave., Downtown Corvallis
(541) 753-2864

www.burstschocolates.com

A Tr
aditio

n of Making Chocolate By Hand 

...since 1938

Tax Return Preparation
Personal • Corporate • Estate • More!

757-1945
316 SW Washington
Corvallis

Since 1973

2250CLicense

www.woodstocks.com
541-752-5151

We Deliver (to most of Corvallis)
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Counting an OPB political analyst 
and commentator among townies 

can be especially helpful when so 
much is afoot in Salem, case in 
point, Bill Lunch, an Oregon State 
University Professor Emeritus of 
Political Science. Put another way, 
Lunch is so experienced that he is the 
go-to anytime City Club of Corvallis 
feels a hankering for authoritative 
political prognostication, and unless 
you’ve been hiding in a cave, you 
know our just reelected governor 
resigned, turning over the reins to 
Kate Brown last week.

And yes, this interview will cover 
quite a bit more than the transfer of 
power in Salem.

Advocate: In what ways might 
the administration of just sworn 
Governor Kate Brown compare and 
contrast with the outgoing governor 
Kitzhaber’s?

Bill Lunch: There is likely to be 
more similarities than differences. 
Both are Democrats with an 

environmentally conscious record. 
Initially, Brown’s disagreeing with or 
approving legislation will look a lot 
like Kitzhaber’s. 

There are two high profile bills 
currently in the house, both of 
which Brown will likely sign. The 
first, a bill which would grant more 
citizens voter registration rights, is 
a bill Brown authored, and now that 
Democrats have gained a majority 
in the house, she will likely see it 
come across her desk. (Sometimes 
called the Motor Voter bill, applicants 

to DMV would be automatically 
registered to vote.)

The controversial Low Carbon Fuel 
Standard bill that has Republicans 
crying out about raised gas prices 
also stands a good chance to receive 
Brown’s approval, if it makes it 
through the house. 

State legislators will have to work 
together to move forward on a bill 
addressing highway congestion and 
the reconstruction of the I-5 bridge 
that connects Portland to Vancouver.  

Republicans have stated they will 
not agree to work with Democrats 
until they drop the Low Carbon Fuel 
Standards bill. 

In the past, Brown hasn’t shown 
the willingness to address political 
adversaries and negotiate in the 
way Kitzhaber would, but now 
that she holds a more publicly seen 
office, this could stand to change. 
She also doesn’t have a history 
of good relations with more rural 
citizens, and has been more of a 
representative of urban dwellers. 

For the most part, the differences 
between the two will be symbolic. If 
Brown does indeed make the effort to 
reach out to her rural constituents, 
we may expect to see her riding a 
horse in the Pendleton Round-Up. 
If not, they may stick her on a horse 
prone to buck.

Advocate: Will another GMO 
measure make the statewide ballot in 
2016, and if so, what are its chances?

COmParinG new GOv. brOwn witH kitzHaber
GMO Electoral Predictions and More... We Interview Political Analyst Bill Lunch

By Kirsten Allen

Kate Brown Bill Lunch John Kitzhaber
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Education that uses every tool

2444 NW Professional Dr. • Corvallis 
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John Bungni, DMD

Bill Lunch: The sponsors of the 
legislature came very close to winning 
in 2014 and have already said they’re 
going to try to do something very 
similar if not identical in the 2016 
ballot. The 2016 ballot is likely to 
stand a better chance of winning 
because in presidential election 
years the electorate expands. It’s a 
very regular pattern. So more than a 
typical midterm, in presidential years, 
we’ll get about 80% turnout rates in 
voters instead of 50-55% of eligible 
voters who turn out during midterm 
years. 

In a presidential year, the overall age 
of the electorate goes down, with more 
people between ages 18 and 30 voting 
during presidential election years. 
Minority voter numbers also rise. 

In a measure like the GMO 
legislation, the shift towards having a 
larger number of young and minority 
voters will be an advantage for 
sponsors of GMO labeling.

Advocate: Who comprises the 
opposing parties in the GMO debate?

Bill Lunch: The sponsors are 
mainly made up of a coalition of 
environmental groups, and groups on 
the left who are unhappy about large 

agriculture are generally opposed to 
governance of established agriculture, 
and have concerns with pesticide use.

There was a lot of money spent in 
opposition of Measure 92, one of the 
highest amounts on record for the 
state of Oregon. Most of the money 
came from grocery chains. These 
stores, such as Safeway, Fred Meyer, 
etc., don’t want the GMO legislation 
to pass because they’re afraid if that 
happens, a much larger fraction of the 
population won’t buy foods that are 
genetically modified, and they’ll see a 
large drop in sales.  

Advocate: Common Core has 
been a hot topic. What are 
the misunderstandings and 
misconceptions, as well as politics 
involved?

Bill Lunch: Common Core is national 
in scope. Opposition began to emerge 
among primarily conservatives, 
but this is really more of an urban/
rural issue. The kinds of knowledge 
Common Core is focused to impart 
is important for someone who’s 
going to live a life in a more or less 
urban or suburban setting. If you 
take Albany for example, there a 
lot of people who work in industrial 

settings who recognize their children 
won’t be able to do the same types of 
jobs they do. So if that’s the case, the 
kids need an education which will 
give them skills that will apply in a 
wider world. On the other hand, if you 
live on a farm or in a rural setting, 
the kind of education intended to 
be emphasized by Common Core 
looks threatening. Families involved 
in agriculture or natural resource 
extraction fear their children will 
leave them and the family business 
in search of better job opportunities. 
So for people in communities like 
that, elections are dominated by 
people who live in cities, but there’s 
plenty of rural communities where 
people are threatened by the changes 
that may make sense for people who 
live in urban settings. The debate 
over Common Core is a subspecies 
among a larger debate that the world 
is moving in a direction that rural 
citizens don’t favor.

Advocate: Can we get a quick 
opinion on single-payer health care?

Bill Lunch: Canadians adopted 
single-payer decades ago and it 
worked well for them, but at the 
time President Truman proposed it 
in the late 40s, it was defeated by 

lobbying led by the American Medical 
Association. Doctors didn’t like it 
because it had the implications of 
turning them into employees instead 
of small business owners. Since that 
time, it has been a very complicated 
story, but the short version is that 
because most Americans have 
mended jobs with health care 
coverage that is an adjunct in 
their compensation to work, health 
insurance companies and health 
insurance profit cooperatives have 
become the way in which most 
Americans are covered. 

We have another 10 or maybe 
15% covered by the government in 
Medicaid or something of the sort. 
Between the two, you have about 
25% of working poor people that don’t 
make enough money to buy health 
insurance. It’s available, it just costs 
too much. They also don’t receive it 
through their job, but because they 
have a job, they make too much to 
qualify for other health insurance. 
Those people are the ones at the 
greatest disadvantage. Most of them 
will be covered by the Affordable 
Care Act assuming it survives, but 
we won’t really know how that’s 
going to turn out until after the 2016 
elections. 
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From the corvallis arts Walk Poster

“Know thy self, know thy enemy. 
A thousand battles, a thousand 
victories.” 
– Sun Tzu, Sixth Century BCE

Ancient wisdom teaches that 
the quest for peace requires 

deep understanding. OSU professor 
Terry Adams conveyed this wisdom 
to a fifth-grade class at Hoover 
Elementary. She quotes Sun Tzu 
every week before leading the 
students into sessions of the World 
Peace Game. 

The Corvallis Advocate first told you 
about the geopolitical role-playing 
exercise called the World Peace 
Game and its creator, John Hunter, 
back in October. The game takes 
place on a fictional planet, whose 
nations are poised on the brink of 
war. Victory is achieved when all 
conflicts are ended and all players 
are financially stable. Along the 
way, random political and natural 
crises must also be resolved. As if 
that’s not enough of a challenge for 
young scholars, they also have to 
end global warming. 

When our original story ran, Terry 
and her daughter Ele were in the 
process of raising funds to attend 
a World Peace Game training class 
in California. With the help of the 
Corvallis chapter of Veterans for 
Peace, the money was easily raised. 
Now, mother and daughter have 
teamed with fifth-grade teacher 
Matthew Criscione to facilitate the 
World Peace Game at Hoover. 

During play, a massive three-level 

playing surface is wheeled into the 
center of the classroom. The glass 
boards are painted to represent the 
land masses, sky, and even outer 
space. They are covered with a 
wide variety of playing pieces from 
army men to LEGOs. The pieces 
represent everything from armies to 
power plants, satellites to farms.

Game play consists of alternating 
periods of negotiation and 
declaration. Organized chaos would 
best describe the negotiation phase. 
Students carry their dossiers and 
gather in small groups to settle 
differences and move toward ending 
the game’s pressing crises. The 
adult facilitators serve as advisers 

to constant questions, circulating 
where needed. The declaration 
phase of the game is extremely 
formal, and requires the students 
to use correct protocol. During 
this phase, the players announce 
their progress in resolving specific 
challenges. Players only speak when 
officially recognized, and refer to 
themselves by their titles and last 
names. 

Every child in the classroom has 
a title and a character bio. They 
are presidents, world bank officers, 
indigenous tribesmen, arms dealers, 
or weather goddesses. Everything 
they could possibly need to know 
about their characters is found in 
secret dossiers, handed out before 
the first session. Assigning the roles 
to the students was the result of 
long consideration and discussion 
by the three adults in charge of the 
game. 

Justin Mulford is one of the game’s 
arms dealers. He is detail-oriented, 
and well suited for the job. He 
enjoys the leeway that the game 
gives him and his fellow arms 
dealers. For instance, they invented 
stealth nuclear missiles and killer 
shark bots. But their job is not 
necessarily all about destruction. 
“Our goal on the outside is just to 
make money. However, we do have 
another side. We’re actually helping 
causes that we think are worthy. 
For instance, hydrogen fuel cell 
research.”

Terry acts as the main facilitator, 
but the game is structured to run 

HOOver FiFtH GraDerS Play wOrlD PeaCe Game
By Dave Deluca

No Longer a Plan, This Is What Playing the Game Looks Like…

541.926.3000
www.oregonwebpress.com

Magazines . Newspapers 
Mailing Services . Graphic Design

make an impression.

fall in love with print.
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without much adult help. She 
answers questions and keeps the 
students focused. But much of her 
role is to encourage the players to 
figure out how to best play the game 
on their own.

“They are in disbelief that they can 
be so creative, as long as they can 
afford it. Sometimes kids will come 
up with really unusual ways to 
solve problems,” she said.

Ele has observed the students 
becoming more respectfully 
assertive. The World Peace Game is 
designed to produce these results. 
There are deliberate errors built 
into the game which force the kids 
to speak up. “There are purposeful 
mistakes in the documents that 

they have to notice and fix. By 
giving them that responsibility to 
correct you in a very respectful way, 
they’ve become very mindful,” she 
said.

Criscione has a bird’s eye view of 
the impact of the World Peace Game 
on his students. When it’s time for 
them to go to work on the crises, 
they can behave more like adults 
than one might expect. “Children 
are much better than adults at 
solving our worldly problems,” he 
said. “Kids inherently know that 
all of life is connected. They see the 
importance of making sacrifices for 
the good of everyone. I mean, our 
class arms dealers donated some 
weapons so that an oil spill could be 
cleaned. Wouldn’t that be wonderful 

if that really happened?”

After this eight-week game is 
completed, the board and all 
the pieces will be moved to OSU 
and stored in the Peace Studies 
Department. From there, it will be 
loaned out to local teachers to host 
their own World Peace Game.

Hunter will be here in Corvallis 
teaching the World Peace Game 
master class for teachers this 
summer from Aug. 10 through 
Aug. 14. On that same trip, Hunter 
will lead 31 local children in an 
abbreviated version of the game. 
More information about Hunter 
and the growing international 
popularity of the game can be found 
at www.worldpeacegame.org.

FREE EVENT!Everyone is welcome!

CONNECT with our
community  

and our planet

Sustainability Fair  & Town Hall
At the 7th Annual

Thursday, March 12    5-7 pm Sustainability Fair    •    7-9 pm Town Hall 

CH2MHill Alumni Center   725 SW 26th Street   •   Corvallis

Sean McGuire

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

All are welcome!  Space is limited. 
Please register online by March 9  
at www.sustainablecorvallis.org

Thanks to our primary sponsors:

Panel tO DiSCUSS 
PrOPOSeD 
natUral GaS 
PiPeline

By Kirsten Allen

Several organizations throughout the 
Willamette Valley are holding a public 

forum Wednesday, March 4 at 7 p.m. at 
the Benton County 
Library to discuss 
proposed natural 
gas pipelines and 
export terminals 
in Coos Bay and 
Warrenton.

Panelist speakers 
include Dan Serres with Columbia 
Riverkeeper, OSU Professor Emeritus of 
Oceanography Charlie B. Miller, and 
Ted Gleichman of the Sierra Club. The 
speakers will discuss the Pacific Connector 
Pipeline and Jordan Cove terminal in Coos 
Bay, which would export up to one billion 
cubic feet of natural gas per day from 
Coos Bay to Asia.

The terminal would require construction 
of a new 420 megawatt power plant 
used to liquefy the gas for transport in 
tankers, as well as an extensive network 
of gas storage tanks and a large shipping 
terminal, all located within the tsunami 
zone on the north spit of Coos Bay.

The Pacific Connector Pipeline, which 
would supply the Jordan Cove export 
terminal, would transport 1.2 billion cubic 
feet per day of natural gas fracked in the 
U.S. and Canada from Klamath Falls to 
Coos Bay. The proposed pipeline would 
cross 230 miles of public and private 
lands in Oregon, create a 95-foot-wide 
permanent clear-cut zone, and cross 400 
streams and rivers including the Klamath, 
Rogue, Umpqua, Coquille, and Coos.

“The intention of this forum is to first and 
foremost help educate people about 
liquid natural gas (LNG), including what it 
is, where it comes from, and the impacts 
and dangers of such long pipelines and 
export terminals on Oregon and ultimately 
on the climate,” said Jean Townes, a 
member of the Corvallis chapter of 350.
org. “Many people don’t know the details 
and assume natural gas is fairly benign, 
but significant amounts of greenhouse gas 
are lost during fracking and transport. And 
to compress the volume of natural gas for 
export overseas requires constructing an 
entire power plant and other infrastructure 
in a tsunami zone.” 

Sponsors of the event include: the United 
Methodist Church of Christ, Climate 
Justice Committee, Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Corvallis, Integrity of 
Creation, First Congregational United 
Church of Christ, the Sierra Club, 350.
org Corvallis, Allied Students for Another 
Politics, and the Natural Step Ministry 
Team. The Corvallis-Benton Country Library 
is located at 645 NW Monroe Avenue.

More information about the forum is 
available online at www.facebook.com/
groups/350Corvallis/events, or by calling 
541-745-5210.

Impacts Include  
Southern Oregon Fracking 

and Clear-Cuts
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Thursday, Feb. 26
art reception: 509J district 
student art show at LaSells Stewart 
Center. 875 SW 26th St. 6 – 7:30 p.m.  
Giustina Gallery will be hosting a non-juried 
art show featuring the work of elementary, 
middle, and high school students. All 
mediums are welcomed, including ceramic 
pieces. 

stiff and restless (featuring 
members of Floater) and 
Ninkasi Tasting at Bombs Away 
Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 6 – 8 p.m. 
Cost: $7.  

uncanny reader Book 
Launch and Masquerade Ball 
at Corvallis Odd Fellows Hall. 223 SW 2nd 
St. 7 p.m. The launch of “The Uncanny 
Reader: Stories from the Shadows,” edited 
by Marjorie Sandor. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Uncanny performances begin at 7:30 p.m., 
followed by dancing. Cash bar, live music, 
and refreshments. Uncanny attire and masks 
highly encouraged. 

Carbon Goals & Getting 
There Forum at Corvallis Public 
Library Meeting Room. 645 NW Monroe 
Ave. 7 – 8 p.m. At this forum Nick Caleb will 
discuss how state and local governments are 
failing to protect essential natural resources, 
including the atmosphere, as required under 
the Public Trust Doctrine. He is leading 
a campaign called Youth Climate Action 
Now, and will offer a regional training at 
Concordia University in Portland on May 16.

Michelle hazelton Plays 
Peacock. 125 SW 2nd St., Corvallis. 
7 – 8 p.m. Come enjoy a late dinner or a 
few drinks with friends while you listen to 
Hazelton’s acoustic styles. Minors welcome 
until 8 p.m.   

Old-Time appalachian 
Music Jam at Old World Deli. 341 SW 
2nd St. 7 – 9:30 p.m. 

Wild hog In The Woods at Wild 
Hog In The Woods. 140 Northeast Hill St., 
Albany. 7:30 pm

Buckin’ Thursday Western 
Night at Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 NW 
3rd St., Corvallis. 10 p.m.

Ladies’ Night Featuring dJ 
h-ram & Josh soto at Impulse Bar 

& Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 
10 p.m.

FrIday, Feb. 27
Eco-Film Fest: ‘What rivers 
are Worth’ at Odd Fellows Hall. 223 
SW 2nd St. Suggested donation: $5 to $10. 
On the closing night of the Eco-Film Fest 
join Corvallis Sustainability Coalition along 
with celebrated local filmmaker Jeremy 
Monroe. Journey with Corvallis Sustainability 
Coalition to the Willamette River and beyond 
as we explore what rivers are worth.

Music à la Carte: Osu 
Faculty recital. Memorial Union 
Lounge, 2501 SW Jefferson Way, Corvallis. 
12 p.m. David Servias and Friends. Features 
Nathan Boal, saxophone; David Servias, 
piano; Ryan Biesack, percussion; and others.

Wine Tastings at First Alternative 
South. 1007 SE 3rd St., Corvallis. 4:30 – 6:30 
p.m.       

Chamber Music Corvallis: 
auryn string Quartet at LaSells 
Stewart Center. 875 SW 26th St. 7:30 
–  9:30 p.m. Tickets: $26 to $120. Chamber 
Music Corvallis is pleased to present the 
Auryn String Quartet. They will perform 
selections from Haydn, Dvorak, and Brahms. 
For info, visit www.chambermusiccorvallis.
org. 

Britny stewart at Imagine Coffee. 
5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 7:30 –  9 p.m.  

Linden Wood Local acoustic 
showcase at Bombs Away Café. 2527 
NW Monroe Ave. 9 p.m. Cost: $3. From 
30 Pound Test to Junior Raimey, the Jenna 
Summer Smith Band to Lost Tortoise, and 
local metal bands Even in Death and Azrael, 
Linden Wood is an iconic musician in the 
valley. Join him and other local musicians 
for some excellent acoustic music.  

Flashback Friday at Jack Okole’s 
Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St., Corvallis. 9 p.m. 

The Low down at Cloud & Kelly’s 
Public House. 126 SW 1st St., Corvallis. 10 
p.m. Cloud & Kelly’s Public House is proud 
to present a new destination for your Friday 
night dance and house needs: The Low 
Down.  

saTurday, Feb. 28
Corvallis Indoor Winter 

Market. Benton County Fairgrounds, 
110 SW 53rd St., Corvallis. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
One of western Oregon’s oldest weekly 
indoor winter markets. The Corvallis Indoor 
Winter Market serves the Corvallis, Albany, 
and Mid-Valley area. The market runs every 
Saturday at Guerber Hall on the Benton 
County Fairgrounds from mid-January 
through the end of March each winter. 

James Warren story Time for 
Kids at Imagine Coffee Live Arts. 5460 
SW Philomath Blvd., Corvallis. 10 a.m.

Fun-with-the-animals Work 
Party. Lighthouse Farm Sanctuary, 36831 
Richardson Gap Rd., Scio. 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
For all ages and abilities. Work parties 
provide the sanctuary’s abused, abandoned, 
or neglected farm animals with clean water, 
bedding, and living conditions. No RSVP 
required; just show up wearing farm apparel 
and boots.         

Lecture: Nutrition for Cancer 
Prevention at Calvin Presbyterian 
Church. 1736 NW Dixon St. 2 – 4 p.m. 
Cost: $3. Dr. Emily Ho of the Linus Pauling 
Institute at Oregon State University is 
scheduled to speak on the role of nutrition 
for cancer prevention during the Corvallis 
All-City P.E.O. event.

‘The Vagina Monologues’ at 
Majestic Theatre. 115 SW 2nd St. 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. Cost: $14 ($10 for students, 
seniors, and members). The Majestic 
Theatre and V-day Corvallis 2015 present 
a benefit production of Eve Ensler’s “The 
Vagina Monologues.” Proceeds from this 
event benefit the Center Against Rape and 
Domestic Violence (CARDV). CARDV serves 
residents of Linn and Benton counties.

Intro to Etsy Workshop at 
The Arts Center. 700 SW Madison Ave. 
1 – 4 p.m. Cost: $40. Local artist Jennifer 
Lommers has been an Etsy seller since 
2007, and offers this workshop to help you 
navigate the selling world of Etsy, an online 
artisan marketplace. We will focus on Etsy 
best practices (and alternatives), going 
online and setting up (or improving) your 
very own Etsy shop, so you can market your 
work to the online world.

Willamette river dance at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church. 501 NW 25th St. 
6 – 8 p.m. Irish dinner (corned beef and 
cabbage) and Irish dance performance. 

The svens at Imagine Coffee. 5460 SW 

Philomath Blvd. 7:30 – 9 p.m.  

The Crescendo show and 
holiday Friends at Bombs Away 
Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 9 p.m. Cost: $5. 
The Crescendo Show is an eclectic quartet 
of multi-instrumentalists hailing from states 
across the nation. Nathan Porter is from 
Pennsylvania, and he plays piano, guitar, 
accordion, and is a lead vocalist. Kailyn 
Kubiak is from New Jersey, and she plays 
guitar and sings lead vocals. Matt Kellam is 
from Indiana, and he plays bass and sings 
back-up vocals. Ricky Carlson is the lone 
Oregonian of the band, and he plays guitar, 
drums, banjo, and sings back-up vocals.

saturday stampede at Jack Okole’s 
Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St., Corvallis. 9 p.m     

Five on the hour w/asterion 
at Cloud & Kelly’s. 126 SW 1st St. 10 p.m. 
Five on the Hour blends a bluesy rock style 
with punk influences. Asterion is Corvallis 
brand indie progressive metal.

suNday, Mar. 1
Zen Meditation at The Yoga Center 
of Corvallis. 111 NW 2nd St. 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m. No charge. Donations accepted. For 
info, call Abby at 541-754-4124.  

yoga for recovery at Live Well 
Studio. 971 Spruce Ave.  12:30 – 1:45 p.m. 
For recovery from substance abuse, eating 
disorders, codependency. By donation. For 
info, visit www.livewellstudio.com.  

First sunday Vocal Jam at Old 
World Deli. 341 SW 2nd St. 2 – 4 p.m. 
Participatory improv singing in polyphonic 
groove, for all skill levels and ages. 

Corvallis-Osu Piano 
International: simon 
Trpceski at LaSells Stewart Center. 
875 SW 26th St. 4 – 6 p.m. Tickets: $20 
in advance, $25 at the door, $55 season 
tickets, students free. Macedonian pianist 
Simon Trpčeski is praised not only for 
his impeccable technique and delicate 
expression, but also for his warm personality 
and commitment to strengthening 
Macedonia’s cultural image.

Blues Jam at Calapooia Brewing. 140 
NE Hill St., Albany. 4 p.m. 

Meditation/Mindfulness. 
Willamette Wellness Center, 6735 SW 
Country Club Dr., Corvallis. 5 – 6 p.m. Learn 

various meditation techniques to find inner 
calm, maintain good health, and reduce 
stress. Guaranteed to leave you centered 
and relaxed. All ages welcome. For info, call 
971-218-6798 or visit https://sites.google.
com/site/carolynschechtman.   

hoolyeh Folkdancers at First 
Congregational UCC. 4515 SW West Hills 
Rd. 7 – 9 p.m. Cost: $2 to $3. The Hoolyehs 
now meet the first and third Sundays of 
every month at the First Congregational 
Church. The first Sunday of every month has 
a Balkan dance emphasis and the third has 
an Israeli dance emphasis.    

MONday, Mar. 2
Insight Meditation Group. A 
practice group in the Theravada Buddhist 
tradition. For info, contact maryleigh.
burke@gmail.com. 

digital Image Processing 
with debi Friedlander at Studio 
262. Ste. G, 425 SW Madison Ave. 1 – 4 p.m. 
Cost: $40 per class. Add dynamic dimensions 
and layers of creativity to your photographs 
with colored pencils. Six weeks of classes 
available, Mondays. Week 1: Digital Image 
Processing – Getting it ready for the pencils. 
Supply list will be sent out with registration, 
or on request via email. For info, visit www.
studio262gallery.com/events-calendar.

Five stones sangha: Mindful 
Meditation. Friends Meeting House, 
3311 NW Polk Ave. 5:30 p.m. Five Stones 
Sangha meets regularly every week to 
practice meditations and strengthen 
mindfulness. For info, call Ken at 541-760-
9760 or visit https://sites.google.com/site/
fivestonessanghacorvallis.

heroclix. Matt’s Cavalcade of Comics, 
2075 NW Buchanan Ave., Corvallis. 5:30 
– 8 p.m. Heroclix takes place at Matt’s 
Cavalcade of Comics every Monday.    

The Majestic Theatre Public 
Forums. 115 SW 2nd St. 6:30 – 7:30 
p.m. During the month of March, the 
Majestic Theatre will be hosting public 
forums on the various potential uses of the 
theater by and for our community. The first 
forum will cover uses of the Majestic as a 
space for local, regional, and national live 
music. Theater supervisor Jimbo Ivy will brief 
the public on his vision and fiscal thoughts 
regarding live music, and then will open the 
floor to comments and questions from the 
community.

CaLeNDar
2/26-3/5

 Dedicated, compassionate teachers 
 Ages 3 to 5 years
 Small class sizes
 Educational opportunities include: 
	 	 •	 Creative	Arts
	 	 •	 Music
	 	 •	 Lunch	Bunch
 Hours: 8 am to 1 pm (Sept. to June)

Good Samaritan Episcopal Preschool

541-758-1255
333 NW 35th Street, Corvallis  

A Christ
-Centered Early Childhood Education

Established 1993 THE MAJESTIC THEATRE • WWW.MAJESTIC.ORG • BOX OFFICE: 541-738-7469 

The Vagina Monologues
by Eve Ensler

VDAY Corvallis 2015
a benefit production of 

Feb. 28 • 2:30pm & 7:30pm
Tickets: $10 - 14

Proceeds benefit the center against 
rape & domestic violence

Pearl District 
Quintet

Majestic Chamber Music

March 20 • 7:30pm
Tickets:  $10 - 15

Featuring some of the 
biggest stars in the oregon 

classical music scene

ON SALE MARCH 4TH

Les MisérabLes

May 8 - 24th

tickets: $20 - 25
*speciaL Mother’s Day event*

tickets: $25 - 30 
incLuDes Desserts & beverages
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Prenatal yoga at Live Well Studio. 
971 Spruce Ave. 7 – 8:15p.m. Every 
Monday. Drop-in. For info, visit www.
livewellstudio.com.  

International Folk dance in 
Albany. 1180 25th Ave. SW. 7 p.m. Cost: $4. 

Corvallis Guitar society at 
Gracewinds Music. 37 SW 3rd St. 7 p.m. 
The society promotes classical and related 
guitar styles in the central Willamette 
Valley and is an opportunity to meet fellow 
guitarists, as well as listen to and play 
guitar in a supportive environment. The 
society is open to all ages and abilities and 
meets the first Monday of each month. The 
March gathering of the Corvallis Guitar 
Society will feature classical guitarist Jon 
Sharp. 

Traditional West african 
dance Classes. Oddfellows Hall, 
223 SW 2nd St. 7:15 p.m. Traditional 
West African dance classes hosted by 
Maria Soumah from Guinea, West Africa. 
Accompanied by live drumming from 
Fefafe.

dicemasters. Matt’s Cavalcade of 
Comics, 2075 NW Buchanan Ave. 7:30 

p.m. Every Monday. DiceMasters is an 
all-new cross-brand offering utilizing 
WizKids Games’ proprietary Dice Building 
Game platform where players collect and 
assemble their “team” of character dice 
and battle in head-to-head game play.

Bryson skaar at Imagine Coffee Live 
Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd. 7:30 p.m.

Pu’uwai O Ke Kuawa heart 
of the Valley hula. First Baptist 
Church, 125 NW 10th St. 8:15 – 9:15 p.m. 
All shapes, sizes, and levels of ability are 
invited to try this gentle form of Hawaiian 
dance and expression. Cost: $5 per class.

TuEsday, Mar. 3
Chair yoga. Live Well Studio, 
971 Spruce Ave. 3 p.m. Suited to those 
with medical or physical limitations. By 
donation. For info, visit www.livewellstudio.
com.

Teen yoga. Live Well Studio, 971 
Spruce Ave. 4 p.m. All teens welcome, all 
levels. Free. For info, call 541-224-6566 or 
visit www.livewellstudio.com.   

Graphic Novel Book Club 

Meeting at New Morning Bakery. 
219 SW 2nd St. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Join the 
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library 
sponsored Graphic Novel Book Club at 
their new location, New Morning Bakery, 
the first Tuesday of every month. March 
3 they will be discussing “Beautiful 
Darkness” by Fabien Vehlmann. New 
members always welcome. Check out a 
copy of this month’s reading selection 
from the second-floor reference desk of 
the library.

drink ‘N draw at Cloud & Kelly’s. 
126 SW 1st St. 7 p.m. Cloud & Kelly’s 
Public House host Drink ‘N Draw on the 
first Tuesday of every month. Show up and 
create art with your friends. Art supplies 
are provided. For info, call 541-753-9900.

Corvallis Community Choir 
rehearsals. Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Corvallis, 2945 NW Circle 
Blvd. 7 – 9 p.m. Newcomers welcome. 
No audition is required. Director: James 
Moursund. Cost: $50 per term. For info, 
contact Nan Chaney at 541-740-6068 or 
nonandjay1@gmail.com, or visit www.
corvalliscommunitychoir.us. 

2 step Tuesdays. Riley’s Billiards 

Bar & Grill, 124 SW Broadalbin St., Albany. 
7 – 11 p.m.  

Celtic Jam at Imagine Coffee Live 
Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd., Corvallis. 
7:30 – 9 p.m. 

Timba Tuesday at Impulse Bar 
& Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 
7:30 p.m. Join the Rumbanana Salsa Group 
every Tuesday night after Rumbanana’s 
classes at Impulse Bar & Grill. They’ll be 
playing the best Timba, with a hint of 
Reggaeton and Bachata. Under 21 allowed 
until 9 p.m. No cover.     

Mango django at Old World Deli. 
341 SW 2nd St. 7:30 p.m. Mango Django 
plays the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at the Old World Deli. No cover 
charge.

Open auditions: Majestic 
reader’s Theatre March-
May Productions. 115 SW 2nd 
St. 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  Majestic Reader’s 
Theatre will be holding open auditions for 
their March, April, and May productions 
in the Majestic Classroom and Lab 
Theatre. Scripts for all three productions 

are available for checkout in the Majestic 
Business Office. Office hours are Tuesday 
through Friday, noon to 5 p.m.

WEdNEsday, Mar. 4
Cheap Night at Darkside Cinema. 
215 SW 4th St. Wednesday is Cheap Night 
at Darkside. Cost: $6 for all shows. Bring 
your own container for discounted prices 
on popcorn.

Fun-with-the-animals Work 
Party. Lighthouse Farm Sanctuary, 
36831 Richardson Gap Rd., Scio. 10 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. For all ages and abilities. Work 
parties provide the sanctuary’s abused, 
abandoned, or neglected farm animals with 
clean water, bedding, and living conditions. 
No RSVP required; just show up wearing 
farm apparel and boots.  

LMNO. Bombs Away Café. 2527 NW 
Monroe Ave. 8 p.m. 

Mr. Bill’s Trivia Night. Murphy’s 
Restaurant & Lounge, 2740 SW 3rd St. 7 
to 10 p.m.

Oregon Natural Gas 
Pipelines & Exports Forum 
at Corvallis Public Library. 445 NW Monroe 
Ave. 7 – 8 p.m. Come learn about the 
Pacific Connector Pipeline, proposed to go 
through Oregon to ship fracked gas to the 
coast for export to Asia. Three experts will 
discuss the project and its implications for 
Oregon and the planet.  

Thursday, Mar. 5
Michelle hazelton Plays 
Peacock. 125 SW 2nd St. 7 – 8 p.m. 
Come enjoy a late dinner or a few drinks 
with friends while you listen to Hazelton’s 
acoustic styles. Minors welcome until 8 
p.m.   

rusty hinges at Calapooia Brewing. 
140 NW Hill St., Albany. 7:30 p.m. 

Freerange Open Mic at Bombs 
Away Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave. 8 p.m. 

Buckin’ Thursday Western 
Night at Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 
NW 3rd St. 10 p.m.

Ladies’ Night Featuring dJ 
h-ram & Josh soto at Impulse Bar 
& Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave. 10 p.m.

substitute and Mightiest 
Monster at Bombs Away Café. 2527 
NW Monroe Ave. 9 pm.  John Huyck’s 
tribute to The Who and the musical love-
child of Sam Kincaid and Joel Gustafson 
are back on the stage at Bombs Away Cafe 
for a rock-n-roll revival!

albany historic Carousel and 
Museum, 503 W 1st Ave. Monday 
through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In the 
lobby, view finished animals and watch the 
painters work on a number of animals and 
other hand-crafted projects. In the carving 
studio, see and touch over two dozen 
carvings in progress. 

history Inspectors: Exhibit-
Based scavenger hunt. Albany 
Regional Museum, 136 SE Lyon St. 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Kids can discover the answers to 
Albany’s history while visiting the museum 
and earn the title of ARM History Inspector. 
Includes an activity sheet. Free; donations 
accepted.

Wild Women 2015. River Gallery, 
184 S. Main St., Independence. Runs 
through Feb. 28. Tuesday through Saturday, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. For the first time in over 
a decade of juried Wild Women shows, the 
show does not have a specific theme. Wild 
Women 2015 gives artists the freedom to 
create anything that celebrates the spirit of 
women. Admission is free. 

Winter Invitational Exhibit. 
North Santiam Hall Gallery, Linn-Benton 
Community College, 6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, 

Albany. Runs through Feb. 27. Features 
three guest artists, Bets Cole, Judy Ness, 
and Laura Mack.

Ginny Gibson and Peggy 
sharrow. Corrine Woodman Gallery, 
the Arts Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., 
Corvallis. Runs through Feb. 28. Tuesday 
through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. This small 
focus gallery works well for the warm 
and intimate nature of both artists’ work. 
Gibson shows ceramic sculpture of women 
in conversation and Sharrow’s medium is 
landscape embroidery.

‘Feminine, daring, Meisen 
Kimonos.’ Benton County Museum, 
1101 Main St., Philomath. 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Runs through March 14. An exhibition 
of Japanese kimonos from the 1920s and 
1930s from the private collection of artist 
Karen Illman Miller.

The arts Center youth Poetry 
Contest. The Arts Center, 700 SW 
Madison Ave., Corvallis. In celebration 
of Poetry Month, April 2015, all poets in 
grades K to 12 living in Linn or Benton 
County are invited to participate in the 10th 
annual Arts Center Youth Poetry Contest. 
This exhibition is generously supported by 

the Marys Peak Poets. All poems submitted 
will be exhibited in the Corinne Woodman 
Gallery at the Arts Center from March 31 
through April 25.

‘something Old, something 
Blue.’ Benton County Historical Museum, 
1101 Main St., Philomath. Runs through 
Oct. 24. Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. The exhibition showcases 
artifacts from the combined Horner 
Museum and Benton County Historical 
Society artifact collections, with an 
emphasis on the color blue. Sub-themes 
include blue in nature, art, fashion, school 
colors, uniforms, decorative arts, and more. 
The museum has also borrowed something 
new: man-made blue pigment from the 
Oregon State University Department of 
Chemistry. 

‘howland Community OPEN 
Exhibition’: reception. The Arts 
Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., Corvallis. 
Runs through April 4. The Arts Center invites 
you to share your art with the community. 
The annual “Howland Community OPEN 
Exhibition” is one of the Arts Center’s most 
popular exhibits. A reception is on Thursday, 
March 5 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

‘Ekphrasis III’ Exhibit at 
LBCC. 6500 Pacific Blvd. SW, Albany.  Runs 
through Feb. 27. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. “Ekphrasis 
III” is an exhibit of poetry and photography 
by mid-valley writers and artists. The exhibit 
features 26 photographs by members of 
the Willamette Valley PhotoArts Guild, 
accompanied by the poems they inspired 
from the student and faculty poets at LBCC.

Window on art applications 
at Footwise. Runs through Feb. 28. The 
event places a different artist in the 
Footwise 3rd Street storefront window 
about every two to three days. Monday 
might be painting acrylic, Wednesday hand 
building a clay pot, and Friday “Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desert” hair styling and 
makeup. For info or to apply, visit www.
artinthevalley.net/window.html. 

509J district student art 
show at LaSells Stewart Center. 875 SW 
26th St. Runs March 2 through March 10. 
Giustina Gallery will be hosting a non-juried 
art show featuring the work of elementary, 
middle, and high school students. All 
mediums are welcomed, including ceramic 
pieces. Giustina Gallery will provide each 
school that participates with a poster for 
their school.

Ongoing February-March Events...

5460 SW Philomath Blvd — www.imaginecoffee.net 
Just West of 53rd, Between Corvallis & Philomath

2/27 Britny Stewart, 7:30-9pm

2/28 The Svens, 7:30-9pm

3/6 Red Diesel, 7:30-9pm

3/7 Greg & Zolton, 2-3pm

Every Monday: Bryson Skaar, piano, 7:30 – 9pm

Every Tuesday: Celtic Jam, 7pm

Every Saturday: James Warren, Story Time, 10 am

ESPRESSo, GREaT FooD & LoCaL aRTiSTS...

we DO it FOr 

Free!
Calendar listings

calendar@
corvallisadvocate.com

Natalia & 
Cristoforo’s

Authentic Italian Meats & Cheeses

Wine Classes  •  Party Trays

351 NW Jackson St. #2 • Corvallis
541.752.1114

Alchemist Best Sandwich Shop Winner
Advocate Selection as a Hidden Foodie Find

Deadline is Friday!
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Advocate picks...

Thursday, February 26
WILd hOG IN ThE WOOds

Calapooia brewing Company,  
140 Hill St. Ne, albany. 7:30 p.m. Free

It’s that time of the week when you want to get 
sauced on White Lightnin’ and wear overalls. Wild 
Hog’s got your back, as they have for like the last 
thousand years. They’re like a ghost jug band that 
you see playing every week and never realize 
has been playing since 1927 and never age. Am I 
right? Or is this totally in my head? I had a country 
bumpkin version of The Shining going… All work 
and no play make Zeke a dull boy.

sTIFF aNd rEsTLEss 
(FEaTurING MEMBErs OF 
FLOaTEr)

bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $7

I take it you all know Floater? They’ve played here 
a bunch, and this is one of their spinoffs. There’s 
a free Ninkasi tasting going on before the show, 
from 6 to 8 p.m., but the music is still a bargain 
at only $7. Rob Wynia is a staple of the scene, so 
I think you owe it to him, or at the very least me. 
Right? Or am I misreading our relationship?

Friday, February 27
LINdEN WOOd LOCaL 
aCOusTIC shOWCasE

bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $3

He looks like Ugly Kid Joe and he sounds like 
John Mellencamp, and he’s deep in the Corvallis 
music scene, so I think you can trust Linden Wood 
to pick out some strong acoustic musicians for 
a good show. And at $3, you can expect a high 
ROI on your music outing investiture. And clearly 
that’s what all you slick, bottom line, three-piece-
suited Gordon Gekkos of local music are looking 
for, right? What’s that? Ugly Kid Joe wasn’t just 
one specific dude in the band? Wait, don’t tell me 
Jethro Tull isn’t a real guy either…

auTuMN ELECTrIC

Calapooia brewing Company, 140 
Hill St. Ne, albany. 7:30 p.m. Free

I’m not going to lie to you and pretend Autumn 
Electric is the best band name I’ve ever heard. 
And I’m not going to pretend I’m not the type 
to hold a subjective thing like the “quality” of a 
band name against a band I’ve never seen before. 
But these guys are playing “expressive melodies 
and beautiful guitar mixed with tasteful piano 
phrases,” according to one description of them, 
and that sounds like a bargain for free.       

saturday, February 28
ThE CrEsCENdO shOW aNd 
hOLIday FrIENds

bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. $5

Go on now, Corvallis, it’s finally time to cut loose 
with these two incredibly unpretentious bands 
that I think are definitely in show-of-the-week 
contention. Crescendo Show is local Corvallis 
open hearted folk alternative, and Holiday Friends 
is pop rock with a funky synth spirit out of Astoria. 
Holiday Friends is the band you fall in love to 
while on summer vacay in the Pacific Northwest… 
if you’re a total to complete douchewrangler 
living in 1989. But still, the band is really good, 
regardless of your wranglin’ ranking and what 
year you’re living in.

FIVE ON ThE hOur W/asTErION

Cloud & Kelly’s Public House, 126 SW 
1st St. 10 p.m. Free

I’ll be over at Bombs getting down to Holiday 
Friends, but if you’re looking for something a little 
bluesier, a little proggier, a little more Evanescent, 
than you may want to check out this odd pairing 
at the Public House. Asterion sounds too big to fit 
in any pub, and Five on the Hour is a mystery. This 
show could end up being awfully spectacular, or 
spectacularly awful.

sunday, March 1
sIMON TrPCEsKI

La Sells Stewart Center, 875 SW 26th 
St. 4 p.m. $20 (free for students)

This Macedonian pianist is one of the best in the 
world, so it’s a uniquely excellent situation to be 
able to see him live in Corvallis. Trpceski will be 
playing pieces by Brahms, Liszt, Schubert, and 
Ravel. This show is part of the Steinway Piano 
Series of live international performers that brings 
great pianists through town thanks to Corvallis-
OSU Piano International (COPI). It’s a no-brainer 
for an elegant Sunday night of music.

FIrsT suNday VOCaL JaM

Old World Deli, 341 SW 2nd St. 2 p.m. 
Free

Like I really needed to tell you this was free. Look, 
you want to see something a little edgier with 
more at stake than a no-judgment jam circle? 
These are the shows, Corvallis. I don’t book ‘em, 
I just point them out to you. I sometimes like to 
show up at this monthly vocal jam and just shout 
out curses in languages I’m guessing nobody in 
the room speaks. Choom meri gaand, right? Now 
that’s how you vocal jam. But it’s also profiling, 
and that’s not cool.  

submit: do you know of an upcoming event?
Email us and we’ll add it to the web calendar calendar@corvallisadvocate.com

Local Love Award

Corvallis

d
This week bestowed on  

Corvallis Parks & Rec

In a town this size, this department 
offers everything from Otter 

Beach to the Majestic Theater and 
programs for kids and seniors alike.

And about some of those 
programs... Yes, some are a little 

spendy, but mostly they are 
ridiculously affordable.

8 DayS a WeeK...

541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD

MONDAY MADNESS
½ off Tap Beverages

With the purchase of any pizza. Dine in only. 
With or without coupon!

20110350_0323_2x3_MonMad_db.indd   1 3/22/2011   11:18:43 AM

541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD

MONDAY MADNESS
½ off Tap Beverages

With the purchase of any pizza. Dine in only. 
With or without coupon!

20110350_0323_2x3_MonMad_db.indd   1 3/22/2011   11:18:43 AM

541-752-5151
1045 NW KINGS BLVD
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lunch & dInnEr  
Small $3.99   Medium $5.99   Large $7.99

Gyros (yEEros) 
Seasoned ground Lamb & Beef meat served on  
pita with lettuce, tomatoes and garlic tahini sauce

chIckEn or laMB shaWErMa 
Your choice of grilled lean cuts of marinated lamb or 
chicken slices, served on pita with, lettuce, tomatoes 
and garlic tahini sauce

VEGITarIan FalaFEl 
Delicious Pâté of ground cooked Garbanzo & Fava 
beans mixed with a special blend of spices, served 
on pita with lettuce, tomatoes and tahini sauce 

For the above add $2.00 for rice or a side dish 
creation of the day

MEals undEr $10
roasTEd laMB shank or 
MEdITErranEan chIckEn oVEr  
rIcE or couscous $9.99

VEGETarIan sPEcIal coMBo  
crEaTIon $9.99   

souP or salad crEaTIon oF ThE day    
Small $3.99   Large $5.99

BrEakFasT (all day)
MEDITERRANEAN COFFEE & BAKLAVA $ 4.99
GREEK SAUSAGE OMELET ON A PITA $ 3.99
MEDITERRANEAN VEGGIE OMELET ON A PITA $3.99
MEDITERRANEAN BAKLAVA $2.50
FRESH BAKED FRENCH SOURDOUGH BAGUETTES $3.00Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

453 sW Madison & 5th st.
downtown corvallis
(541) 908-2667 

corvallismediterranean.com

Text  
Only

chEck ouT our In-housE MEdITErrEanEan MarkET!

Monday, March 2
BrysON sKaar

Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW Philomath 
blvd. 7:30 p.m. Free

Jazz piano is afoot, people. And Bryson Skaar 
is the athlete on that foot. Yeesh. That didn’t 
land as smoothly as it did in my head. There’s 
no going back, though. So nip that fungus in 
the bud by showing up and liberally tipping 
this hard-working ivory stroker at Imagine 
Coffee. Don’t even dream of trying requests, 
though, because he doesn’t know any Steely 
Dan. I’ve been shouting “Hey Nineteen” at 
him for weeks and nothing.

TradITIONaL WEsT aFrICaN 
daNCE CLassEs

Oddfellows Hall, 223 SW 2nd St.  
7:15 p.m.  

West African dance is so much better than 
East African dance, it’s not even funny. So 
you’ll be happy to know you can only learn 
one of the two at Oddfellows, and it’s the 
superior Western genre. Fefafe provides the 
music for this fun and welcoming taste of 
world dance. Better stretch first, though, 
because it’s about to get limber in here. Also 
wear deodorant, because… well, I don’t need 
to explain it. And I shouldn’t need to remind 
you, but this is Oregon.

Tuesday, March 3
COMMuNITy MOVIE NIGhT

Darkside Cinema, 215 SW 4th St.  
7 p.m. Free

The last few times Ygal has shown a Hitchcock 
movie for Community Movie Night at the 
Darkside, it has been literally standing room 
only. So take this “show up early” warning 
very seriously. This time around, it’s Under 
Capricorn (1947) starring Ingrid Bergman and 
Joseph Cotton. A dark and moody melodrama 
with suspense and thriller elements, this 
underappreciated classic takes place in 
Australia and is one of Hitchcock’s most 
unusual pictures. Get ready for excitement, and 
of course a smattering of ridiculous newsreels, 
cartoons, and other gold, courtesy of the 
curator.

CELTIC JaM

Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW Philomath 
blvd. 7 p.m. Free

The Celtic Jam is just objectively awesome. As 
world music goes, Irish music sometimes gets 
overlooked. I don’t know why, but it’s just not 
as sexy, I guess. Well, come to this charming 
little jam and learn to get your groove back. 
Also, don’t hesitate to show up completely 
fershnickered on Guinness. The owners of this 
very family-friendly establishment won’t like it.  
But the musicians will absolutely hate it.  

Wednesday, March 4
Osu MEN’s BasKETBaLL Vs.  
u OF O

Gill Colliseum, 660 SW 26th St. 8 p.m. 
$15-$40

In case you hadn’t noticed, and judging by 
attendance, you haven’t, the OSU men’s 
basketball squad has become a fun to watch, 
competitive program, and they managed to do 
it incredibly quickly in the aftermath of Craig 
Robinson’s departure. This is the last home 
game of the season and it comes against those 
dastardly Ducks that you presumably hate 
so much. Gary Payton, Jr. is a beast, just like 
his dad was (well, not just like…) and if you 
weren’t lucky enough to see his dad making 
opponents look like fools, you should take this 
last opportunity of the year to see him do it in 
person.  

LMNO

bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 7:30 p.m. Free

These guys are frequently described as a 
supergroup. I’m not sure how much I love 
that moniker for a local band of stars from 
other local bands. But these guys are crewed 
by members of the Svens, Xenat Ra, Space 
Neighbors, Walk the Plank, Calobo, Sideways 
Portal, and others. So I guess I’m the idiot; this 
is indeed a bona fide local supergroup. They’ve 
got elements of Tribe, Gang Starr, and others in 
their sound. Seeing them for free seems almost 
unfair. Don’t blow it, Corvallis.

Thursday, March 5 
suBsTITuTE aNd MIGhTIEsT 
MONsTEr

bombs away Café, 2527 NW Monroe 
ave. 9 p.m. Free

Former Bombs owner John Huyck is up to 
no good with his Who tribute act live on 
stage. This night has the smell of nepotism 
all over it, but I do love the Who, and I like 
a Who show I don’t have to pay for even 
more. Bring your squeezebox and your 
pinballs; this rock ‘n’ roll revival is going to 
something something Boris the Spider. Oh 
duh, Substitute… I just got that.

509J dIsTrICT sTudENT arT 
shOW

La Sells Stewart Center, 875 SW 26th 
St. 5:30 p.m. Free

The Giustina Gallery at La Sells will be 
the site of this non-juried art show for 
students from elementary, middle, and high 
schools around Corvallis. All mediums will 
be showcased, and if your kid is one of the 
artists being showcased, I’m sure you’ll be 
there anyway. I like to go with 10 or 15 of my 
really fit and well-dressed friends and then 
walk around chuckling rudely at the work. It 
may hurt their feelings now, but in the long 
run we’re going to make great artists out of 
these kids.
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You don’t have to love 
motorcycles to enjoy Somewhere 

Else Tomorrow, a 2013 documentary 
by German adventurer Daniel 
Rintz. But it certainly helps. The film 
is currently playing at the Darkside 
Cinema, and it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to support not only 
independent film, but independent 
film exhibition. Somewhere may not 
be the greatest documentary in 
history, but it may very well be the 
future of the genre, so there’s never 
been a better time to get on board.

The film covers the adventures of 
Rintz, who at the time of the journey 
was a young man fresh out of 
university with no concrete plans—
except to ride around the world on 
a motorcycle with his best friend and 
no money but what they could earn 
on the road. He also filmed as much 
of the adventure as he could, which 
is great because a totally functional 
feature-length documentary came 
from all that footage.  

To be honest, a lot of it is not that 
impressive. There are chunks of the 
film that don’t really show anything 
of tremendous value, other than 
giving insight in the rawness of 
Rintz’s filmmaking. Some of the 
cinematography is pretty pedestrian, 
and it’s clear they didn’t have the 
camera rolling at some pretty key 
points in the adventure, or that the 
footage they got was not good 
enough to make the final cut. But this 
all ends up playing to the strengths of 
the film.

It’s raw all over, in the best way 
possible. Among other things we get 
to see are the slow disintegration 
of his partner’s will to continue the 
trip (he ends up going home a few 
months into it), his meeting up with 
a new partner, the gorgeous once-

in-a-lifetime experiences he has, the 
ups and downs of maintaining a bike 
on the road, and the assumptions 
we make about other cultures. 
It’s in this rawness that the movie’s 
beautiful honesty wins the day. Rintz 
isn’t perfect, and he obliviously at 
times shows off his relative cultural 
insensitivity, including a somewhat 
comical scene where he marvels 
at the “weirdness” of Arab culture 
vis-à-vis male-female embrace. But 
again, this is the movie’s strength; 
it wouldn’t be a marvel for a white 
European male to find acceptance 
and hospitality in countries like Iran 
and Pakistan, but it is marvelous 
to see these things happen to an 
unpretentious everyman who is 
honest about his own prejudices.

It’s also a movie for motorcycle 
lovers, and this bit can’t be 
discounted. For someone who has 
never owned or worked on their own 
bike, some of the adventures Rintz 
gets into, particularly when he’s stuck 
in the Middle East for an extended 
period while the bike’s frame needs 
to be replaced, are probably 
understood to a greater degree 
of familiarity by someone who has 
toured on two wheels.

But the accessibility of the film 
makes this a postscript, and that 
accessibility is born of the film’s rough 
edges. The traditional distribution 
and production methods are 
dying, and it won’t be long until 
documentaries like this, made by 
true independent non-filmmakers, 
are the norm and not the exception.

The amateurish build isn’t all to 
the movie’s benefit, however. The 
narration is a complete mess, with 
the film being narrated by Rintz, 
a guy interviewing him named 
Kristian Brunn, and the voice of his 

motorcycle “Marianne,” voiced 
by Megan Gay. It comes out 
confusing and jumbled, and at times 
completely useless chatter between 
Rintz and Brunn is recorded. And 
to be honest, I didn’t realize until 
at least halfway through the movie 
that the female narrator is supposed 
to be his bike. Plus the underlying 
rule, that he will only make money 
on the road by taking jobs, is a bit 
misleading: most of the jobs he takes 
aren’t manual labor for locals, but 
coding jobs on the Internet that he 
can do from anywhere.

But even in its failings there are 
charms. A more “professional” 
documentary would have eschewed 
a risky proposition like having the 
bike be a narrator. And Rintz, as one 
discovers watching his adventure, 
fears nothing.

It reminded me a lot of the 
documentary Walking the Camino, 
which screened at the Darkside last 
year. That was also a beautiful and 
moving look at the transformative 
power of a journey on an inquisitive 
soul. While that film followed many 
stories on the same journey, this film 
followed one story on many journeys. 
It’s our story: the story everyone lives, 
where we try to find our place in the 
world. Rintz finds his on the road and 
off it, on the sand dunes, on the trails, 
on the sidewalks, on the dirt paths, 
and on the faces of the people 
he meets. A moral like, “We’re all 
the same,” would sell this film short. 
We’re not all the same, but the only 
way to find out what we are is to go 
looking for it. 

Somewhere Else Tomorrow is showing 
at the Darkside Cinema. Showtimes 
are listed at www.darksidecinema.
com.

EntErtainmEntal
Two Wheels, One World, Zero Regrets

By Ygal Kaufman
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Our Films Suck Less.
Every night.

4th & Madison • Corvallis
darksidecinema.com

(541) 752-4161

BIRDMAN —R  Winner of Best Picture.

MAP TO STARS —R  David Cronenberg on life in Hollywood.

SOMEWHERE ELSE TOMORROW —NR We believe  
first-hand-experiences in foreign cultures will contribute to our world 

becoming more tolerant, understanding and peaceful.

LEVIATHAN—R Enormously captivating, a study of oppression,  
human nature and the effect of the two things upon each other. 

Nominated for Best Foreign Film! (Subtitled Russian)

STILL ALICE —PG-13  A gripping performance from Julianne Moore, 
and a heartfelt drama that honors its delicate themes with bravery and 

sensitivity. Best Actress Oscar Nom!

MR. TURNER –R An exploration of the last quarter century of the 
great, if eccentric, British painter J.M.W. Turner’s life. 4 Oscar Noms.

LAST FIVE YEARS —PG  Adapted from the hit musical. Anna 
Kendrick

Darkside Cinema Films for 2/27/-3/5/2015
Please call or log on for show times

DARKSIDE Cinema
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lies are soft
Hard trutHs

by Sidney 
Reilly

kanyE WEsT… Why doEs ThaT naME rInG a BEll? 
It’s sometimes hard to find something to write about. 
When journalists run into that wall, one of the most 
tempting things to do is to take an issue that we all agree 
about as a society, and then just put “Why ____ is wrong,” 
around it. Occasionally this strategy leads to genuine 
enlightenment on a subject. More often, though, it just 
produces click bait for the pitchfork ‘n’ torch wielding 
Internet commenters.

Such was the case last week when Arthur 
Chu, writing for Salon, posted a piece 
defending Kanye West from the charges 
that he’s an A-hole for taking a dump on 
Beck after Beck won a Grammy over West’s 
good friend Beyonce a few weeks ago.

Chu exemplifies the laziness of this writing 
strategy with a sweepingly unsupported, 
borderline-racist piece about how anger 
at Kanye for being a poor sport in the 
aftermath of Beck’s win over Beyonce at 
the Grammys a few weeks ago is really just 
jealousy at what Chu calls “black excellence” vs. “white 
mediocrity.”

I’m not even going to dignify his sub-moronic arguments 
for this concept, which amount to throwing Taylor Swift, 
Macklemore, and Nirvana (yeah, really, Nirvana) out 
there as examples of how white performers don’t really 
put their backs into it, with a response. To do so would 
be to insult us all. Let’s just all agree, for the sake of civility 
and human decency, that the color of your skin is not 
related to the quality of your art. 

But the thing that people like Chu seem to gloss over with 
these acrobatics in the service of defending Kanye from 
the malicious masses is that Beck is the very opposite 
of mediocre anything. I’m not even that big a fan, and 
even I concede: if you’re looking for an example of 
a white guy who’s had his success handed to him on 
account of his whiteness, Beck is not the guy. He’s an 
adventurous, unclassifiable, eclectic musical talent who 
swims comfortably in the waters of punk, alternative, hip 
hop, country, and a dozen other genres. And he does 
so successfully because in addition to being a great 

musician, he’s a great scholar of other musicians. How 
that becomes “mediocrity” in anyone’s eyes is beyond 
me.

This reminds me of the story of Isiah Thomas calling out 
Larry Bird for being put on a pedestal for his whiteness. 
It was the 1987 version of “check your privilege,” the 
Orwellian racism sweeping college campuses these 

days. Thomas backed up his friend Dennis 
Rodman’s assertion that if Bird had been 
black, he’d just be another good ball 
player and not the superstar he was made 
out to be.

As in the case of Chu’s flailing on behalf 
of Kanye, it’s not that these ineloquent 
statements don’t have a kernel of truth 
buried somewhere in there. Is there racism 
in the NBA, the music industry, Hollywood, 
and everywhere else? Of course there is. 
In fact, Thomas had much firmer ground to 
stand on in making his assertion than did 
Kanye, or Chu, in theirs.

The problem was that Bird, like Beck, was just not the guy 
to make that point with. He was legitimately one of the 
best players in the universe, and everybody outside the 
Pistons locker room, or Jay Z’s after-party, knew it. And 
what Thomas was exhibiting, as was Kanye, is being a 
sore loser, for which I agree they’ve taken probably more 
flak than they really deserve. It’s certainly not the end of 
the world. 

But don’t lamely defend them by putting society on trial. 
Sometimes people just say stupid things. Sometimes when 
we all agree on something, like that Kanye was simply 
out of line in claiming Beck is somehow a demonstrably 
inferior artist to Beyonce, it’s because it’s just obviously 
true.  

There’s of course nothing wrong with liking Beyonce 
more than Beck, or liking Thomas more than Bird. But if 
you’re doing it because of the color of their skin to fit your 
preconceived notions of victimization, there’s a word for 
that.

It’s called being a hack. 

Buy • Sell • TradeCheap Books priCeless Books

Corvallis
541-758-1121
121 NW 4th St.

Albany
541-926-2612

1425 Pacific Blvd.

Buy • sell
Trade

Corvallis
121 NW 4th St. • 541-758-1121

Albany
1425 Pacific Blvd. • 541-926-2612

“Pretty please...
Take me to animal crackers.”

949 NW Kings Blvd - Corvallis - 541.753.4559
M-F 9:30-7:30 • Sat 9:30-6:30 • Sun 11:00-6:00

Make your best friend happy
with the healthiest choices

SCHOOL OF ARTS & COMMUNICATION

bands.oregonstate.edu
For accommodations for 
disabilities call 541-737-5592

MONDAY
MARCH 2, 2015
7:30 PM
LaSells Stewart Center
875 SW 26th Street, Corvallis

Triumphant
 Journey
OSU Wind Ensemble
Dr. Christopher Chapman, conductor

OSU Wind Symphony
Dr. Dana Biggs, conductor

Presenting world premiere
by Rick DeJonge
Featuring Chris Castellanos 
(Boston Brass) 
French horn

TICKETS 

 $10 at the door
 OSU students 

free with ID
K-12 youth free
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school of arts & communication

$8 in advance
$10 at the door
OSU students free with ID
K-12 free with one paid adult
Advance tickets online at 
tickettomato.com

liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/music
For accommodations for disabilities call 541-737-5592

THURSDAY
FEB. 26, 2015
7:30 PM
Majestic Theatre
115 SW 2nd St.
Corvallis

Jazz at the Majestic 

OSU Jazz Ensemble
Directed by Ryan Biesack
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First AlternativeNATURAL FOODS CO-OP

Sale items cannot be combined with OSD or case discount..

North Corvallis
29th & Grant

South Corvallis
1007 SE 3rd St.

Open Daily 7-9

ORgANIC
StRAwbERRIES

reg. $7.99/ea 

$4.99/ea 

FEb. 25th- 

MAR. 3rd!

Did you know that non-organic strawberries and apples are 
ranked at the top of EWG’s dirty dozen pesticide list? Choose 
the best for your family -- CHOOSE ORgANIC! For more 
info about the dirty dozen list, visit: www.ewg.org/foodnews

ORgANIC
SLICER 

CuCuMbERS
reg. $2.99/lb 

$1.99/lb

ORgANIC
ROyAL 

MANDARIN 
reg. $1.49/lb

99¢/lb

ORgANIC
CELERy
reg. $1.99/ea

99¢/ea

ORgANIC
bROCCOLI

reg.$2.99/lb 

99¢/lb

301 SW Madison • Corvallis • 541.757.0875
Facebook.com/footwisecorvallis
Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-5

Follow your Feet to Footwise 
For culinary shoes

slip resistant      easy to clean     tough construction• •


