
3 Lunafest in CorvaLLis 3 PLay in a Day 4 fresh air & Dna Mutation

GETTING

STar b u c kEd?

Cover oregon   
 anatoMy of 
 a DebaCLe 10

CorvaLLis  
box store 
invasion 6

The Corvallis  

Coffee War...  

Kinda

Free Every Thursday January 16-23, 2014 | corvallisadvocate.com



2 | Corvallis Advocate

January 16-23, 2014

Editor 
Johnny Beaver

Assoc. Editor 
Patrick Fancher

Words
Ygal Kaufman
Johnny Beaver
William Tatum
Kyra Young
Patrick Fancher
Mandy Clark
Addie MacGuire

Design 
Bobbi Dickerson
Calendar 
Jessica Parker
Business 
Steven J. Schultz

Circulation 
Melissa Spaulding-
Ross 

Cover 
Johnny Beaver 

What’s InsIde thIs Week?
3 Lunafest Cometh; Welcome,  
 Mr. Fancher; Play in a Day at  
 The Majestic

4 As the State Turns; A Fresh Breath  
 of Cancer; Traber For Mayor?

5 Organic Farming: More than  
 Meets the Turnip 

6 Invasion of the Box Stores 

7 The Starbucks Effect in Corvallis 

10 Cover Oregon’s Timeline of Doom 

14 Comic: Fond Memories by Jack  
 Compere; The Big Bad Wolf of  
 Wall Street

15 Culture Debate: Video Store  
 Nostalgia

The Corvallis Advocate is a free newsweekly with a very diverse staff that 
accepts materials from a number of sources, therefore it should be assumed that 
not all staff or even the majority of staff endorse all of our published materials.

Contact us: Box 2700, Corvallis, OR 97339 | 541.766.3675

editor
calendar

story ideas
ads

@ c o r v a l l i s a d v o c a t e . c o m}

I n d i a n   C u i s i n e
Corvallis

136 SW 3rd St.
541-754-7944

Eugene
1525 Franklin Blvd.

541-343-7866

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet every day

Your local beekeeping resource for:

Locally-crafted bee ware 
and specialty supplies.

Exceptional support for all 
experience levels.

Classes ranging from 
introductory to advanced, 
including swarm control!

Reserve your spot for bee school before January 31st and receive 25% off a helpful in-hive 
consulting hour! Additional discounts available for members of regional bee associations.

Not a beekeeper? Visit our website to learn how to host a hive and share in the honey harvest!

Consulting, diagnosis, 
and testing.

Public awareness efforts 
and community support.

Responsibly-sourced 
Italian, Carniolan, and 
Russian-mix bees.

Your local beekeeping resource for:

Locally-crafted bee ware 
and specialty supplies.

Exceptional support for all 
experience levels.

Classes ranging from 
introductory to advanced, 
including swarm control!

Reserve your spot for bee school before January 31st and receive 25% off a helpful in-hive 
consulting hour! Additional discounts available for members of regional bee associations.

Not a beekeeper? Visit our website to learn how to host a hive and share in the honey harvest!

Consulting, diagnosis, 
and testing.

Public awareness efforts 
and community support.

Responsibly-sourced 
Italian, Carniolan, and 
Russian-mix bees.

Your local beekeeping resource for:

Locally-crafted bee ware 
and specialty supplies.

Exceptional support for all 
experience levels.

Classes ranging from 
introductory to advanced, 
including swarm control!

Reserve your spot for bee school before January 31st and receive 25% off a helpful in-hive 
consulting hour! Additional discounts available for members of regional bee associations.

Not a beekeeper? Visit our website to learn how to host a hive and share in the honey harvest!

Consulting, diagnosis, 
and testing.

Public awareness efforts 
and community support.

Responsibly-sourced 
Italian, Carniolan, and 
Russian-mix bees.

Your local beekeeping resource for:

Locally-crafted bee ware 
and specialty supplies.

Exceptional support for all 
experience levels.

Classes ranging from 
introductory to advanced, 
including swarm control!

Reserve your spot for bee school before January 31st and receive 25% off a helpful in-hive 
consulting hour! Additional discounts available for members of regional bee associations.

Not a beekeeper? Visit our website to learn how to host a hive and share in the honey harvest!

Consulting, diagnosis, 
and testing.

Public awareness efforts 
and community support.

Responsibly-sourced 
Italian, Carniolan, and 
Russian-mix bees.

Your local beekeeping resource for:

Locally-crafted bee ware 
and specialty supplies.

Exceptional support for all 
experience levels.

Classes ranging from 
introductory to advanced, 
including swarm control!

Reserve your spot for bee school before January 31st and receive 25% off a helpful in-hive 
consulting hour! Additional discounts available for members of regional bee associations.

Not a beekeeper? Visit our website to learn how to host a hive and share in the honey harvest!

Consulting, diagnosis, 
and testing.

Public awareness efforts 
and community support.

Responsibly-sourced 
Italian, Carniolan, and 
Russian-mix bees.

Your local beekeeping resource for:

Locally-crafted bee ware 
and specialty supplies.

Exceptional support for all 
experience levels.

Classes ranging from 
introductory to advanced, 
including swarm control!

Reserve your spot for bee school before January 31st and receive 25% off a helpful in-hive 
consulting hour! Additional discounts available for members of regional bee associations.

Not a beekeeper? Visit our website to learn how to host a hive and share in the honey harvest!

Consulting, diagnosis, 
and testing.

Public awareness efforts 
and community support.

Responsibly-sourced 
Italian, Carniolan, and 
Russian-mix bees.

Tax Return Preparation
Personal • Corporate • Estate • More!

757-1945
316 SW Washington
Corvallis

Since 1973

2250CLicense

Law practiced

   -Karen Misfeldt
Attorney at Law

310 NW 7th Street •  Corvallis

Estate Planning
Family Care
Prenuptial

Agreements

(541)754-7477

thoughtfully,
compassionately

and carefully.
    “My commitment is to listen, to empower you with

 options, and consider not only your needs today,
 but also your interests over the long term.”



Corvallis Advocate | 3

Lunafest Comes to CorvaLLis

PatriCk fanCher,  
Come on Down...

Lunafest is making a stop in 
Corvallis on Saturday, Jan. 25 

at the LaSells Stewart Center 
at OSU. The film festival is a 
traveling collection of shorts 
by and about women. It was 
started in 2000 by the Luna 
Bar brand as a fundraising 
model for women’s causes – and 
of course, for their own cause 
of selling Luna Bars. Some 
would argue the calories and 
corporate do-gooderism image 
building are a little empty, but 
it’s a substantial film fest and 
fundraiser for worthwhile causes.

“The festival is kind of like a 
fundraiser in a box,” says Cait 
Spillner, a marketing coordinator 
with Clif Bar & Company, the 
energy bar behemoth that makes 
Luna Bars. 

The festival is a handsome little 
fundraising model; Luna provides 
the films and marketing materials 
including cards, posters and other 
essentials to get people to the 
theater. The organization hosting 
the festival then gets to give 85% 
of their proceeds to a cause of 
their choice. The other 15% goes 
to the Breast Cancer Fund, Luna’s 
partner in the ongoing project.

The festival has over 150 
screenings per year, with 190 last 

year and 200 projected for 2014, 
and has raised over $1.9 million 
for various worthy causes. The 
format is usually 9 to 10 short 
films of all genres and styles 
running for about 90 minutes.

This year, there are nine films 
on the docket: Date with Fate, 
a comedy about a blind date; 
First Match, about a young 
female wrestler; Flying Anne, a 
documentary about a young girl 
with Tourette’s; Granny’s Got 
Game, about a septuagenarian 
women’s basketball team; Maria 
of Many, a documentary about 
a mother and activist in San 
Francisco; Running Dry, a film 
about the ongoing Greek economic 
crisis; Sidewalk, an animated 

comedy; Sound Shadows, an 
animated experimental; and Tiny 

Miny Magic, a comedy about an 
unlikely friendship between a 
woman and her mailman.

The Corvallis offering of the 
festival is being sponsored by 
Samaritan Health Services 
– Cancer Program and the 
Corvallis Clinic – Project Her, 
with benefits going to the 
Women’s Cancer Coalition.

“I personally love comedies, so my 
favorite is Tiny Miny Magic,” says 
Spillner of the dynamic lineup of 
films. “There’s a funny twist at the 
end that I always think about.”   
But then, what I am thinking 
about right now is the Crunchy 
Peanut Butter flavor bar, so 
there’s that.

The Corvallis screening is at 
7 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 25 at 
LaSells. Tickets start at $15, with 
$12 options for students / seniors 
and only $5 with an Oregon Trail 
Card.You can find out more about 
the festival at www.lunafest.
org, and buy tickets at http://
womenscancercoalition.org/events

Snack Bar-Funded Short Film Festival for Charity

The Corvallis Advocate  
Welcomes a New Associate Editor

This week we welcome Patrick 
Fancher into his new staff 

position as associate editor. 
With a B.A. in new media 
communications (with a minor 
in writing) from Oregon State 
University, Fancher brings the 
kind of media experience to the 
team that will help us continue 
to pave the way forward as 
Corvallis’ alternative news 
weekly.

“I’m from Corvallis so I’m excited 
to take part in the coverage of 
news and happenings in the town 

that I love and grew up in,” he 
says. “This is a great opportunity 
I’ve been given and I’m really 
looking forward to learning and 
growing with the team.”

Previously having worked 

in an editorial position for 
entertainment media website 
http://www.getthebigpicture.
net, Fancher joins the Advocate 
news table in his new capacity 
this week, having written for the 
paper since last October.

Current editor Johnny Beaver 
will retain his position, with 
Fancher acting as an expansion 
to the editorial team. Everyone on 
staff looks forward to a stronger, 
more diverse and community-
oriented 2014.

By Ygal Kaufman

The tree of live theater must from 
time to time be refreshed by the 

blood of playwrights and actors.  I’m 
pretty sure Thomas 
Jefferson said that.  
Or maybe it was Sam 
Shepard… 

Regardless, on 
Saturday, Jan. 
25 we’ll have a 
chance to see the 
bloody tree and the 
carcasses of the 
creative types who 
refresh it.

That’s right, it’s 
time again for the Play in a Day at the 
Majestic Theatre. Here’s how it works, 
for the uninitiated:

On Friday, Jan. 24, the selected writers, 
directors and actors will gather to meet 
each other at the Majestic.  At this 
point, the theme for the plays will be 
given to the writers. The writers then 
go home for the night and each write 
a 10-minute play from the theme. The 
next day, they bring the plays to the 
directors and actors, who rehearse 
the short plays all day long. The day 
culminates with the plays being 
performed at the Majestic on Saturday, 
Jan. 25.

There will be zix writers and six directors 
chosen for the performance. So you get 
a bargain; six plays in one night.   

The Play in a Day concept has been 
around for years and versions of the 
event are held all over the country. 
The organizer of the Corvallis entry into 
the experimental play format is Linn-
Benton Community College professor 
Dan Stone. Along with teaching classes 
at LBCC in performing arts, he’s also a 
seasoned writer, director, mask-maker 
and puppeteer.

The event promises to be fun and fast-
paced entertainment, whether or not 
anyone actually bleeds…

To put your name in the pool of writers, 
actors or directors, send your contact 
info and stage experience to dan.
stone@linnbenton.edu. Attending the 
performance is free and open to the 
public, 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 25.

PLay in a Day Comes 
to the majestiC

Unique Event Offers Six 
Plays in a Night, Jan. 25

By Ygal Kaufman
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Put bluntly, modern civilization 
produces a tremendous amount of 

waste, much of it in the form of gasses 
and vapors from our transportation, 
agricultural, industrial, and domestic 
activities. One such 
emission is the polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbon 
(PAH). It is persistent, 
and it is carcinogenic. It, 
and the plethora of other 
gasses and vapors that 
have related qualities, 
led the International 
Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC), a 
division of the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO), to announce this 
last October that there was sufficient 
evidence to support the claim that 
exposure to outdoor air pollution 
caused lung cancer. They also classified 
particulate matter (particulate 

meaning tiny bits, sometimes 
microscopic and tough to get rid of) 
generally as carcinogenic to humans. 
What they didn’t know is that just a 
few months later OSU researchers 

would uncover evidence that the 
problem could be even deadlier 
than previously thought.

When the WHO made that 
announcement they knew about 
the carcinogenic nature of PAHs, 
but they did not know about 
the highly mutagenic  nitrated 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(NPAHs) that have since been 
discovered by researchers at 
OSU. NPAH is a PAH that has 
bonded to one or two nitrogen 

molecules. While NPAHs have been 
known about for over a decade, these 
NPAHs are particularly mutagenic and 
are byproducts from human activities. 
Mutagenic compounds are associated 

with damage to DNA structures via 
mutation. 

“Some of the compounds that we’ve 
discovered are far more mutagenic 
than we previously understood, 
and may exist in the environment 
as a result of heavy air pollution 
from vehicles or some types of food 
preparation,” said Staci Simonich, a 
professor of chemistry and toxicology 
in the OSU College of Agricultural 
Sciences.

The study found that “NPAHs with one 
nitrogen group are 6 to 432 times more 
mutagenic than their parent compound 
and NPAHs with two nitrogen groups 
are 272 to 467 times more mutagenic.” 
While the researchers were unable 
to determine just how common these 
novel compounds are in “the wild,” 
their discovery will shed additional 
light on the dangers from air pollution. 

ah, fresh air anD Dna mutation
OSU Researchers School World Health Organization

By William Tatum

PTSD SuFFErErS NoT ThaT  
INTErESTED IN PoT 
With Senate Bill 281, Oregon became 
the fourth state nationwide to allow 
medical cannabis as a treatment for 
PTSD, an anxiety disorder resulting 
from the experience of a traumatic 
event. However, so far the number of 
applicants claiming PTSD has been 
so incredibly low as to be practically 
insignificant. Despite the turnout, 
proponents of the bill see cannabis as a 
way for those with PTSD to ween off of 
harder pharmaceuticals as they progress 
in their recovery. One critic of the bill, 
Republican Sen. Fred Girod of Stayton, 
will apparently have to eat his words 
after previously claiming that it would 
lead to false claims of the disorder in 
order to manipulate the system.

Flu hoSPITalIzaTIoNS rISE To  
ThE occaSIoN 
With the recent death of a five-year-old 
Oregonian boy just after Christmas and 
a several percentage point increase in 
state clinic visits, flu season is not only 
upon us, but has come to wreak some 
havoc. The Portland area alone has 
seen upwards of 180 hospitalizations 
due to flu alone. Although it can take a 
few weeks for a vaccine to kick in, so to 
speak, it’s not too late to get one in order 
to protect yourself and those you come 
in contact with. According to the Oregon 
Department of Human Services (DHS), 

67 people died from influenza during 
the 2009 H1N1 pandemic between 
September 2009 and May 2010 in 
Oregon alone.

oIl car ExPloSIoNS DoN’T INSPIrE 
coNFIDENcE 
To light the proverbial candle on the cake 
of all recent talk regarding the movement 
of volatile Bakken oil by train through 
Oregon, we have not one... two, or three... 
but four exploding trains to look at 
before perhaps reconsidering how we 
handle the substance here in our state. 
Granted, these instances occurred in 
Canada where Celine Dion’s voice could 
be setting off the fireworks, but that can’t 
readily be corroborated. The fact that the 
first instance killed almost 50 people and 
destroyed a large portion of downtown 
Lac-Megantic, Quebec, has certainly 
risen the concern level for Oregonians 
such as Rainier Mayor Jerry Cole, who 
overlooks a city known for its rail lines.

According to Betsy Johnson, an Oregon 
state senator from Scapoose, our rail 
lines are still quite safe – citing the fact 
that plane crashes occur, but it’s still 
a relatively small percentage of planes 
that do so. Which is absolutely true, 
however there isn’t a portion of planes 
carrying spontaneously-combustible 
passengers, now is there?

This analogy doesn’t quite hold up when 

you look at the fact that a series of tank 
cars, referred to as 
DOT-111, were 
involved in 
all recent 
accidents 
and 
that the 
Association 
of American 
Railroads is 
pressuring the 
US Department 
of Transportation to 
either replace or retrofit 
78,000 of the current 92,000 rail 
cars estimated to be in service for 
flammable liquids.

WhErE’S ThE SNoW, craTEr lakE? 
With just four inches of snow setting 
down on the 7th, Crater Lake National 
Park saw the lowest amount of snowfall 
in history – the previous record being 
14 inches, and the norm up around 70. 
While a dry spell of this nature usually 
spells bad news, park rangers reported 
some positive effects including record 
turnout for snowshoe walks. As winter 
carries on, those in the area have their 
fingers crossed that snowfall numbers 
will catch up so that long term ill effects 
won’t settle in; however in the meantime 
it doesn’t hurt to make lemonade out of 
a few lemons. Just don’t eat the yellow 
snow.

as the state turns...Yellow Snow, Exploding  
Trains, Flu on the Rise and Yes, More Pot

By Johnny Beaver

Right on the heels of Mayor Julie 
Manning’s surprise announcement that 
she will not seek another term in the 
upcoming year, Biff Traber, a second term 
councilor for Ward 8 has taken the first 
step in a run for the office,announcing his 
candidacy this last Tuesday.

A Corvallisite since 1998, Traber cites as his 
main goals the continuation of a strong 
relationship between the city and Oregon 
State University, as well as a push to get 
the city straightened out financially. 
He is a vocal opponent of reactionary 
approaches to financial stability.

Currently the vice president of city 
council, Traber is involved in a great 
many other local groups including the 
Airport Commission, the Sustainability 
Coalition, Visit Corvallis, the Housing and 
Community Development Commission, 
and the Administrative Services 
Committee. Additionally he’s the council 
liaison to the Economic Development 
Commission and volunteers on the boards 
of Corvallis Rotary, New Roots Housing, 
the Boys & Girls Club and United Way.

While it may be hard to argue with that 
resume, local residents will have to wait 
and see which other challengers step 
forward in the coming months.

the first BiD for 
manning’s suCCessor
Biff Traber Steps Up to the Plate
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Corvallis is no stranger to organic 
farms. We see the fruits of said 

labor at our local markets and grocery 
stores. And while this is nothing 
new, the bog of defining exactly what 
constitutes the ins and outs of organic 
farming can be incredibly dense, and 
go far beyond just the simple concepts 
of doing away with harsh chemical 
treatments and bio-engineered seeds. 
But how deep and complex is this 
rabbit hole, exactly?

The first step of becoming certified 
organic is making sure that the 
property the crops will be grown on 
has no leftover chemicals in the soil. 
This is a transition process of around 
three years’ time. After the ground 
has had no disallowed products on 
it for three years time, the farm can 
then apply for certification. They 
have to apply every year, and for a 
cost, their products can be certified 
organic. According to Denison Farms, 
“The initial transition was difficult, 
but now that our soil is healthier, 
and with decades of experience, it’s a 
great way to farm.” If the farms apply 
each year, a USDA-approved organic 
certifier must inspect the property, as 
well as fill out lots of paperwork and 
host one or more farm visits a year, 
which ensure they are keeping with 
organic processes. The cost is also 
important because it allows organic 
farms to be a part of a market that 
they otherwise would not be able to 
tap in to. If the farm goes through 
the local “Oregon Tilth” certification, 
the first year certification costs $674 
plus an inspection fee that varies, 
depending on many factors including 
size of farm and the inspector’s 
accommodations.  After the first year, 
the cost of being organic is based 

upon the amount of sales made. For 
example, a farm that makes a profit 
of $300,000 would pay $2,279. It’s not 
horribly significant, but it does take a 
chunk of earnings out of the hands of 
the farm.

Of course a main concern for every 
kind of farmer are the various 
kinds of pests that can take over a 
crop. Mainstream farmers can use 
chemicals and pesticides to kill off 
these insects, but because of the 
limitations that organic farmers 
face, they cannot use all types of 
pesticides. They are allowed to use a 
few types of insecticides but usually 
only do this under certain conditions, 
namely when it is a last resort.  A 
common one is Pyrethrum, which is 
an insecticide that is made from the 
dried flower heads of chrysanthemum 
plants.  This is usually used to spray 
on a crop where there are many 
negative insects and no beneficial 
ones. This is called a trap crop, and 
the idea is that all of the negative 
insects are just in this one area 
and the spray will kill all of them. 
According to the owner of Gathering 
Together Farm in Philomath, another, 
more preventative, practice is to use 
beneficial insects to eliminate the bad 
insects. They do things like planting 
one crop that attracts good insects 
next to a crop that is known to have 
pest problems. That way the helpful 
insects can eliminate the problem 
pests, and there is no need to use 
harsh chemicals. 

Growing plants has proved to be 
more than just a lucky green thumb, 
it seems to be both a science and an 
art. Gathering Together Farm shared 
their strategy for getting the most out 

of their plants, and ensuring healthy 
crops for years to come. They don’t 
look at organic farming as a sacrifice; 
they choose to look at fertility of their 
crops in a holistic and long-term way. 
Organic farms use a lot of compost 
that is made on site, which is good 
for the microbial health of the soil 
and helps plants naturally fight off 
diseases. Gathering Together Farm 
also uses a lot of crop rotation to help 
prevent diseases. In the recent past, 
soil has become more than simply 
a medium in which to hold plants. 
Organic farmers have figured out 
how to harness the natural powers of 
the soil to help increase their plants’ 
fertility without the use of fertilizers. 
According to Gathering Together 
Farm, fertilizers can actually damage 
the microbial health of the soil by not 
allowing the good bacteria to do their 
job as well. 

Despite the challenges that organic 
farmers face each season, they 
continue to do it, so what is the draw? 
From what is heard throughout the 
organic community one can assume 
that part of the importance is the 
healthy lifestyle of having food which 
has no pesticides used on it. Denison 
Farms, however, also says that it’s 
good to know they are helping people 
stay local. 

“Since about half of the produce that 
Americans eat comes from other 
countries, we like knowing that the 
food we grow is feeding people that 
live within 100 miles of our farm.” 
Owner Tom Denison also says that 
organic farming is a good lifestyle. “I 
wouldn’t want to do it any other way.”

going organiC: 
tough Days on the farm 

Certifications, Approvals, Scrutiny... Not for the Faint of Wallet

From the OSU website

By Kyra Young 

137 SW 3rd Street • Corvallis
(541) 754-6098 • gracewindsmusic.com
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137 SW 3rd Street • Corvallis

www.NewMorningBakery.com

Monday - Saturday 7am- 9pm & Sunday 8am-8pm

Open For Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner!

219 SW 2nd, Downtown Corvallis
541-754-0181

Now Serving Full Breakfast on Weekends
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“Pretty please...
Take me to animal crackers.”

949 NW Kings Blvd - Corvallis - 541.753.4559
M-F 9:30-7:30 • Sat 9:30-6:30 • Sun 11:00-6:00

Make your best friend happy
with the healthiest choices

The transformation seems to have 
begun back in 2003, when plans for 

a Home Depot being built in Corvallis 
took center stage. A hardware 
superstore in our city just didn’t seem 
to fit the script, considering we already 
had True Value Hardware on Circle 
Boulevard and Robnett’s downtown. 
Many residents scoffed at the idea. For 
one, they felt it would create too much 
traffic. 

Long story short, in 2007 Home 
Depot was up and running for good. It 
created more jobs and has become the 
community’s go-to stop for all home 
improvement and construction needs. 
However, it also seems to have sparked 
the big-box and chain store surge that 
I fear has only just begun in our fair 
city. We have too many Starbucks and 
Safeway locations as is. Wal-Mart, 
Buffalo Wild Wings, T.J. Maxx, etc., 
I’m also looking at you...

While Home Depot didn’t displace 
Robnett’s Hardware (probably due to 
the fact that they’re a fantastic local 
business with a great staff), other 
businesses 
might not be 
so lucky when 
the next chain 
store arrives. 

Does Corvallis 
really want 
to resemble 
Albany or 
Salem by swapping out local or family-
owned businesses and cramming in 
more chain retail stores? Or Lebanon, 
where the original downtown has all 
but been abandoned for an expansion 
of box stores heading out the other way 
down Highway 20?

There’s a little more to it than 
just saying no, according to Jared 

Voice, associate planner of the City 
of Corvallis Development Services 
division.

“Like all cities in Oregon, Corvallis is 
divided into multiple land use zones,” 
Voice said.

“Each zone allows a range of uses, 
subject to specific developmental 
standards. Uses are generally divided 
into four broad categories: Residential, 
Civic, Commercial, and Industrial. 
Within each category, there are 
multiple use classifications.”

Classifications 
for commercial 
use stores 
include 
Convenience 
Sales and 
Personal 
Services 

like barber shops, laundromats, and 
convenience stores. Another example is 
Retail Sales, the classification that box 
stores fall under. 

“In general, if a use is allowed within a 
given zone, and an applicant/property 
owner submits plans demonstrating 
that development standards (such as 
parking, setbacks, building design, 

etc.) are met, then that use can be 
developed,” Voice added.

The Development Services division 
is essentially the City’s building 
department, according to Voice. They 
review building permit applications 
for compliance with city laws, which 
includes zoning regulations, building 
code standards, and more. If a proposal 
meets all the specific criteria of the 
City Land Development Code (adopted 
in 2006), they are required by law to 
approve the proposal.

He also said most uses are generally 
limited to a maximum size of about 
7,500 square feet, though Mixed Use 
Community Shopping Zones, like the 
commercial development along 9th 
Street, allow a maximum of about 
25,000 square feet. Larger use sizes 
must go through a planning process.

Voice thinks it’s possible these 
standards may discourage more big-
box development within certain zones. 
Unfortunately, Corvallis can’t simply 
say “no thanks” to another Starbucks 
being built here in favor of popular, 
locally owned coffee shops like the 
Beanery or Coffee Culture.

“If eating and drinking establishments 

are allowed within a given zone, the 
City cannot distinguish between a 
chain restaurant such as Buffalo 
Wild Wings and a locally owned 
‘mom and pop’-type restaurant. In 
fact, there is nothing to require that 
plans submitted to the City for review 
even identify specific business/tenant 
names. Only proposed uses need to be 
identified,” Voice said.

So what’s the next big-box store headed 
our way?

According to Voice, there are building 
permit plans currently under review 
for a new Wilco farm store, which is 
proposed to be located off of Northeast 
Circle Boulevard between Applebee’s 
and the Carmike Cinema.

The Wilco location was originally 
slated for where the Wal-Mart grocery 
store now resides, but for whatever 
reason that proposal fell through. 
Either way it would’ve ended up in 
a crowded complex among other box 
stores.

Corvallisites might be curious to see 
how the newly planned, five-story 
building between Adams Street and 
Washington Street in downtown 
Corvallis develops. It will reportedly 
include a 130-room, three-level hotel 
with around 4,500 square feet of 
ground floor commercial space. 

Will this large hotel be a boon or a bust 
for our lovable and unique downtown 
businesses that haven’t felt the 
pressure from box store expansion yet? 
That’s a question best left for  when its 
doors open in 2016. 

For more information on City Zoning, 
visit http://www.corvallisoregon.gov/
index.aspx?page=328.

invasion of the emPty Lot snatChers
Corvallis’ Ghost of Business Future May Paint a Nasty Picture

By Patrick Fancher

AfterBefore

how wouLD Downtown restaurants suCh as fLat  
taiL or BLoCk 15 fare if a ChiLi’s, oLive garDen, 
anD/or CheeseCake faCtory got the Bright iDea to 
PLoP themseLves somewhere arounD 3rD street? }{
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Play the Music Inside You
Fine Instruments & Accessories,  
Quality Restoration & Repair

Guitars, Mandolins, Banjos, 
Dulcimers, Violins, Books, 
Accessories, Lessons

521 SW 2nd Street
Downtown Corvallis

(541) 752-7720
troubadourmusiccenter.com

Est. 1970

acupuncture
herbal medicine
dietary advice
bodywork
reflexology
cupping
health insurance accepted

CHINESE MEDICINE

Katy Rogers, LAc

541-602-8172 Only $25
A MONTH

with this ad

GREAT DEAL!  GREAT GYM!

1820 SW 3rd St. Corvallis, OR 97333
info@downingsgym.net

Phone: 541-753-4653 | Fax: 541-758-7585

summer special

a claSSIc 
rEal Gym!

Southtown Convenient
1820 Sw 3rd St. CorvalliS, or 97333

info@downingSgym.net
Phone: 541-753-4653 i fax: 541-758-7585

Only $25
A MONTH

with this ad

GREAT DEAL!  GREAT GYM!

1820 SW 3rd St. Corvallis, OR 97333
info@downingsgym.net

Phone: 541-753-4653 | Fax: 541-758-7585

summer special

When the subject of Starbucks 
comes up, all the negative 

stories I’ve read come to mind first. 
The coffee empire has gained a 
reputation for squeezing out smaller 
competitors (usually mom and pop, 
neighborhood coffee shops) to expand 
its own world-renowned brand. It’s 
also difficult to forget reports of 
Starbucks baristas receiving 
decent benefits, but barely 
making minimum wage.

While this once small-time, 
Seattle-based coffee shop 
set the trend for espresso 
and coffee drinks over the 
last 20 years, it’s hard to 
see Starbucks as anything 
more than the McDonald’s 
or Wal-Mart of the industry 
nowadays.    

A friend recently said, “We 
practically have a Starbucks on 
every corner now.” And there’s a lot of 
truth to that statement, especially on 
the global scale. There are reportedly 
over 17,500 Starbucks locations 
worldwide. In fact, Santa Fe Springs, 
California, has 560 locations alone 
crammed into a radius of about 25 
miles. 

According to the company website, 
Starbucks has six locations in 
Corvallis, which includes little kiosks 
in Safeway and Fred Meyer stores. 
As our small, college city population 
continues to grow, so too will its 
ability to add more chain box stores 
like Starbucks. 

Do local coffee shops feel the pressure 
of having all these Starbucks around? 
Not so much, it turns out.

“I don’t really consider Starbucks a 
competitor for the Beanery, because 
it’s such a global brand,” said Melanie 
Bazan, director of operations for 
Allann Bros. Coffee.  “We’re really 
more of an Oregon brand. I think 
there’s room in the market for both of 
us.”

New Morning Bakery owner Tristan 
James disagrees. His downtown 
business has experienced a negative 

effect from a nearby Starbucks on SW 
Madison Avenue, but not in the way 
you might think.

“They’ve kind of popularized espresso 
drinks, but at the same time people 
associate our drinks with Starbucks. 
They’ll come in and order things 

based on the Starbucks name for 
them, which makes it really 

hard,” James said. 

Coffee Culture owner Paul 
Totsberg says when he 
opened his first shop 10 
years ago, a drive-thru stand 
in the Timberhill Shopping 
Center, he worried that 
a Starbucks in the same 

vicinity would create issues. 

“We were concerned that they 
were going to take half of our 

business. But what we found was 
our sales went up, partly because 
they don’t have a drive-thru,” 
Totsberg said.

Oregon-based, privately owned Dutch 
Brothers, much like Starbucks, has 
rapidly expanded its presence in 
Corvallis over the years. Dutch Bros. 
Regional Corvallis Manager Brendon 
Gilbert doesn’t single out Starbucks 
as his company’s main opposition.

“Every coffee shop is competition in 
one way, and that same way we’re 
all in it together. I wouldn’t say 
Starbucks is any more competition 
specifically than any of the other 
coffee shops in the area,” Gilbert said. 

CorvaLLis Coffee war?
Not So Much... Locals Winning

By Patrick Fancher

Starbucks in downtown Corvallis

 

It’s no secret that spending your 
money at local businesses benefits 

the community. When speaking with 
representatives from Corvallis area 
coffee shops like Coffee Culture, 
Allann Brothers, and Dutch Brothers, 
the consensus was they all care 
deeply about keeping their dollars in 
our local community. 

According to the Corvallis 
Independent Business Alliance (CIBA), 
local, independent businesses assist 
the community through a “multiplier 
effect.” A dollar spent at a locally 
owned business can return five times 
that amount within the community 
through city taxes, employees’ 
wages, and the ability to buy supplies 
and materials at other independent 
businesses. That same dollar could 
also benefit the community through 
school funding, social services, and 
contributions to other local non-profit 
organizations.

Additionally, a study conducted by 
Civic Economics in 2009 examined 
financial data from 15 local 
businesses in New Orleans and 
looked at their impact on the local 
economy when compared with an 
average Super Target store. This study 
revealed that only 16% of the money 
spent at these Target stores remained 
in the local economy. By contrast, 
the local business returned more 
than 32% of revenue to the local 
economy.

The main difference in this case was 
the local stores were purchasing 
goods and services from other local 
businesses, whereas Target, like 
most chain franchises, does not. 
So even moderate spending in the 
local community can go a long way 
beyond just goods and services. 

sPenD it LoCaL
A Multiplier for 

Community

By Patrick Fancher

GETTING

STar b u c kEd?
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Confidence in offering what the big 
chain shops do not is something all 
the local, independent shops have in 
common. 

“We’re really a different coffee shop,” 
Imagine Coffee owner Bonnie Lang 
said. “Ours is more of a sit-down, 
relaxed family atmosphere. We’re 
kind of the opposite end of the 
spectrum from corporate coffee.”

Imagine Coffee dedicates much of 
its shop space to local artists and 
live music, and is an ideal place for 
meetings. Bazan points out that 
Allann Bros. Coffee has history on 
its side, specifically the downtown 
Beanery.

“The one on 2nd Street is a Corvallis 
institution, in my opinion,” Bazan 
said. “We offer that story. People 
remember our founder, Allan Stuart, 
roasting in the original Beanery.”

Both Allann Bros. and Coffee Culture 
claim the 
freshness of 
their locally 
roasted 
coffee blends 
is what 
sets them 
apart from 
Starbucks.

“We are 
roasting 
our own 
coffee, so it’s 
fresh and 
that comes 
through in 
the cup,” Totsberg said. “If you’re a 
big chain like Starbucks or some of 
the others, they’re a bit restricted 
as far as the freshness of the coffee. 
They’re roasting massive batches and 
shipping them to four corners of the 

globe.”

Totsberg was quick to mention 
that without the introduction from 
Starbucks, specialty coffee and 
independent shops like his wouldn’t 
be as successful as they are today. 
Though some of that influence works 
both ways.

“Starbucks tends to brew their coffee 
really dark, so any high quality 
coffee that roasts at a lighter level, 
even a medium roast, is going to get 
a lot more interest,” Totsberg said. 
“That’s a big factor, and I think now 
Starbucks over the last couple of 
years has recognized that and began 
to offer levels that are lighter than 
they’ve ever been.” Many coffee 
aficionados prefer lighter blends 
because the roasting process can 
cause caffeine content to be lost as the 
beans get darker. Traditionally, many 
independent coffee shops that control 
their roasting do so to the end of 

medium and 
light blend.

Although a 
good number 
of their 
locations 
aren’t even 
full “shops,” 
it does seem 
Starbucks 
is gaining 
major 
ground in 
Corvallis, 

or is at least poised to do so. But the 
folks from these area coffee shops 
aren’t sweating it, and for good 
reason. They all make great cups 
of coffee, and it’s obvious that each 
one cares about their place in the 
community.

 

Here’s my dirty secret: I don’t 
drink coffee. Friends, co-workers, 

enemies—they all drink coffee. What 
I do like to do 
is support local 
businesses, 
and places like 
Coffee Culture 
and the Beanery 
are on my list. 
And who can 
resist the smell of 
coffee? I say no 
one.

I ventured out to 
find coffee lovers 
who wanted to 
support Corvallis’ solid coffee scene 
(or maybe they’re just addicted to 
caffeine) and here’s what I found:

Starbucks is not Wal-Mart... not yet. At 
least not around here.

Let me step back a minute. I pulled 
up a chair at the 9th Street Coffee 
Culture with Stephanie Kew, a 
Corvallis resident, who moved here in 
January from California, and she was 
more than happy to share part of her 
Friday afternoon with me.

“I come here for the ambiance. They 
have really good coffee and they 
remember my name when I come 
in.” She even told me she slipped 
candy canes in the stockings hanging 
under the counter for the employees. 
Another reason she comes to Coffee 
Culture is because “I like to support 
local businesses.”

I asked Stephanie if she had an 
opinion on Coffee Culture versus 

Starbucks and she says she goes to 
both. In a quieter voice she says, 
“They know my name, too.”

After promising 
Stephanie 
I wasn’t 
undercover for 
Starbucks, she 
said she used 
to go when she 
lived in California, 
too, because her 
dad would give 
her gift cards. 
“It’s not like Wal-
Mart. I don’t shop 
there.”

The few people I talked with in the 
Beanery off of Circle Boulevard didn’t 
wholly curse Starbucks either. One 
woman said, “I come here for the 
food. It’s better than Starbucks. Theirs 
is all sugar and fat. My mom works 
for a Starbucks corporate office in 
California and I’m always telling her 
to get better food. The coffee is great 
no matter where you go. That’s why 
I like it.”

Another man smiled sheepishly. 
He said he wasn’t a regular and 
he didn’t even drink coffee. Very 
suspicious, I’d say.

So here’s the thing... the people of 
Corvallis aren’t all that ashamed to 
say they enjoy our local coffee joints 
as well as the super-commercialized 
Starbucks, perhaps both dispelling 
the rumors that Corvallisites are 
fiercly hyper-local – as well as greatly 
reinforcing them.

a CuP o’ joe & a LittLe guiLt
Locals Voices Sound Off 

By Mandy Clark

 
coFFEE culTurE: Coffee Culture 
offers what many other shops in 
Corvallis do not: consistency. The 
Mexican Mocha is excellent. Drive-
thru option is a huge bonus. And a 
chocolate-covered coffee bean 
garnishing your coffee is a touch of 
class. A favorite of many Advocate 
staffers, and definitely a great place 
to go for a simple cup of black when 
you crave it.

ImagINE coFFEE: Imagine has 
an incredibly friendly staff and a 
very inviting atmosphere. You can 

hang out there all day, and not 
feel rushed to leave or the need to 
keep spending. The frozen mocha is 
delicious and strong, too.

DuTch BroS.: Dutch Bros has the 
cold, blended coffee drink market 
cornered in Corvallis. Try the 
Annihilator, Double Torture or ER 9-11 
and you won’t be sorry. They also 
offer their own Rebel energy drinks 
and tasty flavored teas.

NEW morNINg BakEry: Has a 
fantastic black house coffee 

called Frangelico, and the best  
accompanying treats in the city. 

FraNcESco’S: Francesco’s has very 
good coffee and easily the best 
gelato in town. Yes, even better than 
Market of Choice...

ThE BEaNEry: Allan Brothers Coffee 
was the trend setter of good coffee 
in the Willamette Valley. The Beanery 
on 2nd Street has the one of the best 
tasting simple cup of joe in town, and 
easily has the most diverse clientele 
of any coffee shop in the area. 

the LoCaL 
grinD

Bump into a 
New Brew

By Patrick Fancher
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Full Service Event Planning

Our professional staff will assist you through  
every detail from start to finish with only one  

goal in mind, to exceed your expectations.

For Information Call Albany Golf & Event Center  
at (541) 926-6059 or visit www.albany-golf.com

x Weddings
x Conferences
x Presentations

x Parties
x Reunions and 

more

541.926.3000
www.oregonwebpress.com

Magazines . Newspapers 
Mailing Services . Graphic Design

make an impression.

fall in love with print.

the eviL emPire?
While Starbucks Steps Softly in Corvallis, Not Everyone is So Lucky

By Patrick Fancher

If you’re a diehard fan of Starbucks 
coffee, you may not want to read on. 

The mega chain that made espresso 
drinks culturally popular and added 
Tall, Grande, Venti, and Trenta (a 916 
ml cup, the size of a wine bottle and 
larger than the capacity of the average 
human stomach) to our daily vernacular 
may not be all it’s cracked up to be for 
its employees, independent competition, 
or the local economy—even in locales 
like Corvallis that don’t seem all that 
threatened either from a cultural or 
business standpoint.

TIPS 
Although the baristas I’ve encountered 
in our Corvallis Starbucks shops are 
enthusiastic, offer excellent service, 
and seem pleased with their jobs 
overall, reports elsewhere point to the 
contrary. For example, an employee tip 
controversy has recently come to light at 
Portland area Starbucks.

The Oregonian reported last month 
that three former employees filed a 
class action suit against Starbucks, 
claiming the company violated the 
Fair Labor Standards Act. The lawsuit 
charges that some workers are earning 
less than minimum wage due to a 
“phantom wage” the company includes 
in their paychecks instead of unreported 
tips. The complaint alleges Starbucks 
illegally adds an extra 50 cents per hour 
to employee paystubs and W-2 forms in 
lieu of tips, and workers are encouraged 
not to report their tips.

If there’s any truth to this suit it seems 
like an unfair practice, considering an 
hour of tips for a barista could be well 
over half of a dollar. Many people who 
work in the customer service industry 
have to rely heavily on their tips to 
make a living, because they generally 
make around minimum wage.

Laurel Harper, a Starbucks 
spokeswoman, defended the company’s 
current policy. “We’re in full 
compliance with state and 
federal laws on how tips are 
taxed,” she said. And as 
we all know, federal 
standards provide for 
cost-of-living. That’s 
sarcasm, by the way.

TrEaT oThErS aS 
you... 
Starbucks has come 
under fire more 
than once in past 
years for allegations 
of management 
mistreatment.

In a Business Insider article titled “12 
Ways to Get Fired by Starbucks,” most 
of the employee terminations seem 
inexcusable and in clear violation of an 
employee’s civil rights. Here are some of 
the “12 ways”:

In 2009, a newly hired little person 
was fired after three days of training 
merely for requesting to stand on a stool 
to make her job easier. The company 
claimed the accommodation would 
be “dangerous to customers and co-
workers.” Two years later, Starbucks 
ended up paying her $75,000 for 
disability discrimination.

In 2010, a shift manager of seven 
years was asked to resign after district 
managers took issue with his tattoos. 
When he refused, saying his tattoos 
predated his employment with the 
company and that he had always 
covered his tattoos and followed the 
corporate dress code policy, he was fired. 
He filed a gender discrimination lawsuit 
against Starbucks and claimed that 
several female co-workers who also had 

tattoos were not discharged.

In 2008, a Michigan area employee 
was fired when he tried to 
organize a barista union. The 

next year, Starbucks settled 
on a complaint filed on 

the employee’s behalf 
by the National Labor 
Relations Board. The 
first Starbucks barista 

union was 
created 
in a 
New 
York 
City 

location in 
2004 stemming from 
complaints of low 
starting wages and 

irregular hours.

You can check out the Starbucks 
Workers Union here: http://www.
starbucksunion.org/. The union claims 
that Starbucks workers in Chile are 
currently on strike because they make 
less per hour than the price of a cup of 
coffee.

Besides these union claims and the tip 
lawsuit, negative publicity surrounding 
how Starbucks management treats its 
employees hasn’t been as prevalent in 
the mainstream media lately. Perhaps 
the company has righted the ship? Or 
perhaps not.

movE ovEr INDEPENDENTS 
Starbucks doesn’t add more locations 
just through expansion alone. The 
corporation has developed a bad 
reputation among industry insiders 
for supposedly scouting out locally 
successful mom and pop coffee shops 
in an effort to either duplicate their 

neighborhood style/atmosphere or 
simply wanting to acquire the location 
all together. Starbucks has been 
accused of using what are referred to as 
“predatory” tactics by its competitors in 
the past. 

In a lawsuit from 2006, Belvi Coffee 
and Tea Exchange Inc., another Seattle-
based coffee shop, claimed Starbucks 
used its monopoly standing to keep 
other coffeehouses out of the prime 
downtown locations in Seattle and 
Bellevue through exclusive leases with 
property owners. It was alleged that the 
company would sign really long leases 
and offer to pay well above market value 
if the property owners would refuse to 
allow any competitors to occupy the 
same building.

Starbucks employees were reportedly 
handing out free samples (“predatory” 
tactics) in front of the rival shop, until it 
ultimately forced them out of business. 
The lawsuit resulted in a mediated 
settlement.

However, major chains aren’t always 
successful when it comes to removing 
independent businesses from the big 
market landscape. A recent study from 
the Economic Development Corporation 
showed that Starbucks makes up only 
272 of the 1,700 coffee shops and cafes 
located in New York’s five boroughs.

While you can’t really compare Corvallis 
to New York City, its independent coffee 
shops are holding their own against 
Starbucks so far in much the same way. 
Corvallisites should not only be proud of 
supporting local businesses in general, 
but for treating Starbucks like just 
another coffee shop instead of something 
above and beyond the local shops—the 
goal of all expanding corporations.
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While it’s no secret that Cover 
Oregon hasn’t had the smoothest 

start, where did it all begin and how 
did we get here? A bureaucratic mess 
the equivalent of a chicken with its 
head cut off, there’s an overarching 
sense of buck-passing, denial, false 
hope and just a lack of reality. Let’s 
take a look one step at a time from it’s 
early 2012 start until present day.

JaN. 12: Rocky King, the Oregon 
Health Exchange executive director, 
revealed at a meeting attended 
by 100 people including Governor 
John Kitzhaber that the new health 
insurance exchange, Cover Oregon, 
could help 471,000 Oregonians receive 
healthcare coverage by 2016.

JaN. 17: Cover Oregon collects $226 
million to help the new healthcare 
exchange by providing a health plan 
marketplace for customers to enroll in. 
The exchange is set to open by 2014. 
So far, so good.

may 3: Small employers may find 
themselves not well represented by 
Cover Oregon insurers, who believe 
most of the demand for healthcare 
coverage will come from individuals, 
not small businesses. What?

JuNE 19: Executive Director Rocky 
King and Cover Oregon hope to have 
the state health exchange up and 
running by Oct. 1 deadline. He admits 
there’s a contingency plan in place if 
things go wrong. Oregonians begin to 
get skeptical.

July 8: Cover Oregon debuts a series 
of feel-good advertisements that tap 
into Oregonian acts that sound just 
enough like Bob Dylan and Kimya 
Dawson ripoffs to make the hard 
sell to 20 and 30 somethings in the 
state. With over $16 million sunk 
into advertising like this, what could 
possibly go wrong? I mean, aside 
from it being terrible and culturally 
offensive to commandeer artists to 
help sell their fans busted goods.

July 16: Cover Oregon’s initial 
presence creates a wave of competition 
that looks sure to drive down 
premiums. Positions the state to look 
like a nationwide leader in health care 
change.

July 23: A preview of the Cover 
Oregon enrollment website whets 

everyone’s collective whistles for 
an easy-to-use and functional new 
healthcare future.

aug. 8: The hip-hop ad for Cover 
Oregon debuts, drawing a line in the 
sand for humanity’s crimes against 
culture.

aug. 12: Cover Oregon messes 
around with its rollout plan and starts 
confusing the hell out of everyone. 
The public will be able to look for 
plans starting Oct. 1, but enrollment 
in coverage or tax credits will have to 
be done through an agent/community 
partner for awhile. The scent of doom 
wafts in the air.

aug. 20: Cover Oregon revvs its 
engines despite a budget shortfall of 
just over $16 million.

ocT. 1: Cover Oregon debuts 
amongst unending technical glitches, 
immediately necessitating paper 
applications. “We went through and 
found there just wasn’t quite the 
accuracy we wanted,” said Cover 
Oregon Executive Director Rocky 
King. “I want to get it right for 
Oregonians.” Later folks, we’ll be 
witnessing this not happen in the 
slightest. So much for hopeful quotes.

ocT. 2: A whopping 122,000 hits 
on the first day of Cover Oregon’s 
website—only it’s too bad that nobody 
could buy any insurance. Epic fail.

ocT. 24: Due to the massive 
website failure, Cover Oregon starts 
processing paper applications.

ocT. 30: 145,000 Oregonians 
get a letter that says their 
insurance policies are canceled for 
incompatibility with the Affordable 

Care Act. Nope, it wasn’t a mistake.

ocT. 31: Governor Kitzhaber 
announced that the technical 
issues being experienced won’t stop 
enrollment for the Jan. 1 deadline. He 
also assured Oregonians that he holds 
himself personally responsible for the 
situation. In retrospect, those words 
probably weren’t the wisest choice.

Nov. 19: It is revealed that a quality 
assurance contractor had questioned 
Cover Oregon’s IT readiness just two 
months before the site fizzled on its 
Oct. 1 start. Basically, the system 
tanked on a great number of quality 
ratings by contractor Maximus, and 
it placed the website in the “red” zone 
before it even started up. Yowza.

Nov. 20: Director Rocky King testifies 
before state legislators and says that 
he has abandoned any hope that the 
online enrollment program from the 
health exchange would be working 
before the Affordable Care Act’s first 
enrollment period ends on March 31. 
“I no longer use the word ‘hope’ that 
something is going to work,” Cover 
Oregon Executive Director Rocky King 
said.

DEc. 2: Director Rocky King jumps 
ship on a “permanent medical 
leave,” being replaced by Oregon 
Health Authority Director Dr. Bruce 
Goldberg. Out of 54,000 applications, 
only 3,470 have been signed up, the 
vast majority of which are on the 
Oregon Health Plan.

DEc. 10: Oregonians are told that 
Cover Oregon won’t be running by the 
end of the year. 65,000 applications 
still include 37,000 in pending status 
and only 9,949 actually enrolled. 
“People are confused, upset, and 

angry, and I’m sorry about that,” 
Goldberg said. “My job is to get that 
fixed, get people covered, and get the 
website up.”

DEc. 20: Cover Oregon spokesfolks 
cough up the news that they’re 
considering switching to another 
software vendor due to the continued 
failure of Oracle Corps’ (or perhaps 
those attempting to implement it). 
Additionally, they have announced 
that if residents don’t receive 
enrollment confirmation by Dec. 
23, they should look for coverage 
elsewhere. Thanks, folks.

JaN. 2: Rocky King drags his 
headstone into place officially. Go go 
gadget Bruce Goldberg.

JaN. 9: Kitzhaber skips out on an 
interview with Portland’s KATU after 
being hit with a series of questions 
regarding Carolyn Lawnson – the 
Chief Information Officer in charge of 
the Cover Oregon web development. 
Kitzhaber claimed he didn’t hear 
about any associated problems until 
late last October, which is kind of 
funny considering state representative 
Patrick Sheehan had sent his office a 
warning email about 10 months prior 
to that. Kitzhaber claims he never saw 
it, which, whether that’s true or not, is 
an embarrassing fail all by itself.

Additionally, Kitzhaber spills the 
beans that the state has signed a 
contract with a company, First Data, 
who will be tasked with figuring 
out what should be done about the 
ongoing website problems. They’ll 
also be looking into how Oracle, the 
original company that set the web site 
up, performed.

JaN. 10: At this point, 50,000 
Oregonians have been enrolled, but 
there still remain serious questions 
about whether or not Cover Oregon 
can get the website up and running 
by the March deadline for open 
enrollment.

Undoubtedly the system will one 
day be up and running. And to put 
things into perspective, even a rocky 
road to change is better than no road 
at all. Still, this hatchet job of an 
implementation will serve as a painful 
reminder of what not to do for decades 
to come.

Cover oregon... anatomy of a DeBaCLe
by Johnny Beaver

One Year of Bad Music, Group Think and Dysfunction
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corvallis Sustainability coalition 
annual meeting. Corvallis Public 
Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave. Noon. An 
overview of the past year’s accomplishments 
and a look at what’s planned for 2014. Find 
out what’s happening with the Coalition and 
give your input. Open to the public. For info, 
visit http://sustainablecorvallis.org/.

Shamans, Sisyphus, and 
Shortstops: Imagining 
Environmental arts & 
humanities at oSu. Hallie Ford 
Center, Rm. 115, 2631 SW Campus Way, 
Corvallis. 4 – 5 p.m. Jeff Lockwood, professor 
of natural sciences and humanities at the 
University of Wyoming, will draw on his 
experiences and work as an entomologist 
turned philosopher/writer to make the 
case that ecological faculty and dedicated 
students should care deeply about fostering 
collaborations among the environmental 
sciences, arts, and humanities. This seminar 
is the second in a three-part series given 
by candidates for the Director of OSU’s 
Environmental Arts and Humanities 
Initiative.

Wine Tastings at First Alternative 
North. 2855 NW Grant Ave., Corvallis. 4:30 – 
6:30 p.m. 

The Danger of a Single 
Perspective. International Resource 
Center, Memorial Union Lounge, 2501 NW 
Jefferson Way, Corvallis. 5 – 6 p.m. Develop 
your global lens by participating in an open 
discussion about relevant topics in which 
culture plays a role.  

Soul collage. First Alternative Co-op 
Community Meeting Room, 1007 SE 3rd St., 
Corvallis. 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Experience this 
fun and empowering process using magazine 
and photo images to make cards that reflect 
our multifaceted selves in surprising and 
delightful ways. A visual map of the psyche. 
Materials provided. Cost: $10 ($8 for co-op 

owners). For info, call Lucy at 541-704-0135.

curtis monette and 
acoustiphilia at Bombs Away Café. 2527 
NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 8:30 p.m. 

Deborah crooks and acorn 
rebellion at Cloud & Kelly’s Public 
House. 126 SW 1st St., Corvallis. 9 p.m.

ladies’ Night Featuring DJ 
h-ram & Josh Soto at Impulse Bar 
and Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 
10 p.m.

Buckin’ Thursday Western Night 
at Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St., 
Corvallis. 10 p.m.

Friday 17
zumba! at Downtown Dance. 223 NW 2nd 
St., Corvallis. 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. For teens and 
adults. Cost: $7. For info, call 541-829-0070 or 
visit www.DowntownDanceCorvallis.com.

climate club Brown Bag lunch: 
Braiding Disciplines. Native 
American Longhouse, Corvallis. Noon – 1 
p.m. The Oregon Climate Change Research 
Institute (OCCRI) and the Environmental 
Arts and Humanities Initiative (EAHI) are 
sponsoring a series of “braided lectures” 
designed to spur conversations about climate 
change among people of different academic 
backgrounds. 
music à la carte: oSu 
Saxophone Quartet. Memorial 
Union, 2501 SW Jefferson Way, Corvallis. 
Noon – 12:45 p.m.

Wine Tastings at First Alternative 
South. 1007 SE 3rd St., Corvallis. 4:30 – 6:30 
p.m. 

‘venus in Fur.’ Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St., Corvallis. 7:30 p.m. “Venus in Fur” 

opens with a playwright/director (Winder) 
at his wits’ end trying to cast his new work, 
an adaptation of the 1870 novel “Venus in 
Furs” by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, whose 
name has become immortalized in the term 
“masochism.” He’s about to call it a day when 
an actress bursts into the empty theater and 
begs him to let her try out. She seems to be 
everything he doesn’t want: needy, crass, 
compliant, desperate. But when she persists, 
and finally bursts into tears, he agrees to 
let her read – and as she surprises him with 
real talent and insight, she also begins to 
seduce him into an intensely sexy – and funny 
– struggle for dominance. “Venus in Fur” 
deals with adult themes, and is not suitable 
for children. The play runs approximately 
90 minutes and is performed without 
intermission. Cost: $12 to $14.

literary Northwest Series: a 
reading by Natalie Serber & 
Jay Ponteri. Valley Library, 201 SW 
Waldo Pl., Corvallis. 7:30 – 9 p.m. 

van meyers Jazz at Imagine Coffee 
Live Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd., 
Corvallis. 7:30 p.m. 
karl Smiley at FireWorks Restaurant. 
1115 SE 3rd St., Corvallis. 8 p.m. 
hip-hop Night at Jack Okole’s Bar & 
Grill. 140 NW 3rd St., Corvallis. 10 p.m.

Thee Four Teens & Pstimulus 
Package at Cloud & Kelly’s Public House. 
126 SW 1st St., Corvallis. 10:30 p.m.

Dusu mali Band at Bombs Away Café. 
2527 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 10 p.m.  

Saturday 18
oSused Store Saturday Sale. 644 
SW 13th St., Corvallis. 9 a.m. – noon. The 
OSUsed Store is open for its monthly Saturday 
public sale. Items include furniture, computers 
and computer accessories, sporting goods, 

calendar of events
1/16-1/23

Thursday 16
Picks of the Week
literary Northwest Series: a 
reading by Natalie Serber 
& Jay Ponteri. 
vaLLey LiBrary, 201 sw waLDo PL., 
CorvaLLis. friDay, jan. 17 7:30 – 9 P.m. 
Serber is a fiction author whose story 

collection Shout Her 
Lovely Name was a New 
York Times “100 Notable 
Books” of 2012 winner, 

and a summer reading pick by 
Oprah’s O magazine. Ponteri directs 
the undergraduate writing program 
at Marylhurst University in Portland, 
and is a founding editor of the 
online literary magazine M Review.

corvallis Indoor Winter 
market 
guerBer haLL, Benton County fairgrounDs, 
110 sw 53rD st., CorvaLLis. saturDay, 
jan. 18, 9 a.m. – 1 P.m. 
The Corvallis Indoor Winter Market 

offers fresh 
produce, dairy 
products, meats, 

crafts and more. Stop in for locally-
produced goods from almost three 
dozen different vendors and live 
music every Saturday.

mlk Peace Breakfast
memoriaL union BaLLroom, 2501 sw 
jefferson way, CorvaLLis. monDay, jan. 
20, 9 – 10 a.m. 
The OSU and greater Corvallis 

community 
is invited 
to come 

together to celebrate the life and 
legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. The 
theme for this year is “Uniting Our 
Powerful Voices.” 

Tango alpha Tango
BomB’s away Café, 2527 nw monroe 
ave., CorvaLLis. weDnesDay, jan. 22, 9 
P.m. no Cover. 
Check out this up and coming 

Portland rock 
band, who 
Bombs claims is 

“best experienced amid a crowded 
room of guitar junkies.” Tango Alpha 
Tango made many of Oregon 
publications top bands of 2013.

5460 SW Philomath Blvd — www.imaginecoffee.net 
Just West of 53rd, Between Corvallis & Philomath

1/17 Van Myers Jazz, 7:30-9pm
1/18 The Flow, 7:30-9pm
1/24 CHS Variety Show to benefit Zonta, 

7-9pm
1/25 Mango Django, 7:30-9pm

Mondays: Bryson Skaar, piano, 7:30–9pm
Tuesdays: Celtic Jam — 7pm
Saturdays: James Warren, Story Time for 

kids, 10:00am

ESPrESSo, GrEaT FooD & LoCaL arTiSTS...

www.woodstocks.com
541-752-5151

We Deliver (to most of Corvallis)
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bicycles, household items, and more. For info, 
visit http://surplus.oregonstate.edu.

corvallis Indoor Winter market. 
Guerber Hall, Benton County Fairgrounds, 
110 SW 53rd St., Corvallis. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. The 
Corvallis Indoor Winter Market offers fresh 
produce, dairy products, meats, crafts and 
more. Stop in for locally produced goods from 
almost three dozen different vendors and live 
music every Saturday.

martin luther king Day of 
Service. McAlexander Field House, 1800 
SW Jefferson Way, Corvallis. 9 a.m. – 2:30 
p.m. The annual Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day of Service is about coming together 
to honor Dr. King’s life and legacy and help 
further his dream for peace by serving our 
neighbors and communities. MLK Day is a 
perfect opportunity for us to honor Dr. King’s 
legacy through service. The MLK Day of 
Service empowers individuals, strengthens 
communities, builds bridges, breaks down 
barriers, addresses social problems, and moves 
us closer to Dr. King’s vision of strong, beloved 
communities. Take time to learn more about 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. from the King 
Center and the National MLK Day of Service. 
For info or to register, visit http://oregonstate.
edu/cce/mlk-day-service-projects.

James Warren, Story Time for 
kids at Imagine Coffee Live Arts. 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd., Corvallis. 10 a.m.

Sprouting Seeds, grains, Beans 
& Nuts. First Alternative Co-op, 1007 
SE 3rd St., Corvallis. 1 – 3 p.m. Spouting is 
DIYIG... Do It Yourself Indoor Gardening! 
Come learn the basics and health benefits 
of spouting with Susan Hyne. Susan will 
demonstrate how to use sprouting tools that 
are available at the Co-op and give you ideas 
on what you can sprout. Participants will have 
the opportunity to sign up for a sprouting 
potluck to show off what you learned and what 
you did with it. Cost: $10 ($7 for co-op owners).

authentic Italian cooking with 
chef Fabio. First Alternative Co-op, 1007 
SW 3rd St., Corvallis. 5 – 8:30 p.m. Get hands-
on with Chef Fabio Patanè and learn how to 
make a stunning four-course Sicilian meal. 
Students will receive instruction and guidance 
as they prepare authentic cuisine together. 
The course concludes with sitting down to 
a delicious meal together. Space is limited. 
Bring a knife. Cost: $40 ($35 for co-op owners). 

For info, visit www.italianchefservices.com.

‘venus in Fur.’ Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St., Corvallis. 7:30 p.m. “Venus in Fur” 
opens with a playwright/director (Winder) 
at his wits’ end trying to cast his new work, 
an adaptation of the 1870 novel “Venus in 
Furs” by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, whose 
name has become immortalized in the term 
“masochism.” He’s about to call it a day when 
an actress bursts into the empty theater and 
begs him to let her try out. She seems to be 
everything he doesn’t want: needy, crass, 
compliant, desperate. But when she persists, 
and finally bursts into tears, he agrees to 
let her read – and as she surprises him with 
real talent and insight, she also begins to 
seduce him into an intensely sexy – and funny 
– struggle for dominance. “Venus in Fur” 
deals with adult themes, and is not suitable 
for children. The play runs approximately 
90 minutes and is performed without 
intermission. Cost: $12 to $14.

Symphony of the Soil – Film & 
Discussion. Old World Deli, SW 2nd 
St., Corvallis. 6 p.m. Come enjoy dinner 
and a show. The evening will begin with 
a presentation by film contributor Harry 
MacCormack, followed by a Q&A session. For 
info, visit http://www.tenriversfoodweb.org/
events/symphony-of-the-soil/.

Super Bulls rough Stock rodeo. 
Benton County Fairgrounds, Benton Arena, 
110 SW 53rd St., Corvallis. 7 p.m. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. The rodeo will feature barrel 
racing, bronc riding, and bulls. There will be 
concessions available for purchase, including 
beer and wine. Cost: $14 for adults, $10 for 
ages 7 to 14, free for ages 6 and under ($11 for 
adults and $7 for ages 7 to 14 in advance).

Planet Boogie. Downtown Dance, 
223 NW 2nd St., Corvallis. 7:30 – 9 p.m. A 
freestyle dance event featuring eclectic and 
world beat music, held usually on the third 
Saturday of the month. Donation: $5 to $10. 
For info, call 541-752-1997 or visit https://
www.facebook.com/home.php#!/groups/
planetboogie.

melanie reid at FireWorks Restaurant. 
1115 SE 3rd St., Corvallis. 7 p.m.

The Flow at Imagine Coffee Live Arts. 
5460 SW Philomath Blvd., Corvallis. 7:30 p.m.

riot in the clouds at Cloud & Kelly’s 
Public House. 126 SW 1st St., Corvallis. 10 

p.m.

grandhorse and Family 
Dynamic at Bombs Away Café. 2527 NW 
Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 10 p.m. 

 
Sunday 19
mlk Walk at Finley National Wildlife 
Refuge. William L. Finley National Wildlife 
Refuge, 26208 Finley Refuge Rd., Corvallis. 
1 p.m. The annual MLK Walk at the Finley 
National Wildlife Refuge includes a few short 
stops to enjoy readings and poetry celebrating 
the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Registration required. For info or to register, 
contact Irene Schoppy at iameyers@yahoo.com.

‘venus in Fur.’ Majestic Theatre, 115 SW 
2nd St., Corvallis. 2:30 p.m. “Venus in Fur” 
opens with a playwright/director (Winder) 
at his wits’ end trying to cast his new work, 
an adaptation of the 1870 novel “Venus in 
Furs” by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, whose 
name has become immortalized in the term 
“masochism.” He’s about to call it a day when 
an actress bursts into the empty theater and 
begs him to let her try out. She seems to be 
everything he doesn’t want: needy, crass, 
compliant, desperate. But when she persists, 
and finally bursts into tears, he agrees to 
let her read – and as she surprises him with 
real talent and insight, she also begins to 
seduce him into an intensely sexy – and funny 
– struggle for dominance. “Venus in Fur” 
deals with adult themes, and is not suitable 
for children. The play runs approximately 
90 minutes and is performed without 
intermission. Cost: $12 to $14.

relax and recharge at Willamette 
Wellness Center. 6735 SW Country Club Dr., 
Corvallis. 5 – 6 p.m. Learn various meditation 
techniques to maintain good health, increase 
concentration, and reduce stress. Guaranteed 
to leave you centered and relaxed. For info, 
call 971-218-6798 or visit https://sites.google.
com/site/carolynschechtman. 

gina machovina at FireWorks 
Restaurant. 1115 SE 3rd St., Corvallis. 7 p.m.   

monday 20
mlk Peace Breakfast. Memorial 
Union Ballroom, 2501 SW Jefferson Way, 
Corvallis. 9 – 10 a.m. The OSU and greater 

Corvallis community is invited to come 
together to celebrate the life and legacy of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. The theme for this 
year is “Uniting Our Powerful Voices.” 
Phil kaufman at FireWorks Restaurant, 
1115 SE 3rd St., Corvallis. 7 p.m.

Broadway Jazz Dance at Downtown 
Dance. 223 NW 2nd St., Corvallis. 7:30 – 
8:30 p.m. A fun and energetic class focused 
on traditional jazz technique and musical 
theater choreography. All levels welcome. 
For info, call 541-829-0070 or visit www.
DowntownDanceCorvallis.com.

Bryson Skaar at Imagine Coffee Live 
Arts. 5460 SW Philomath Blvd., Corvallis. 
7:30 p.m.

Southtown open mic Talent 
Search. FireWorks Restaurant, 1115 SE 
3rd St., Corvallis. 9 p.m. Free admission with 
$2 purchase.

Tuesday 21
yoga Strength at Downtown Dance. 
223 NW 2nd St., Corvallis. 10 – 10:50 
a.m. For teens and adults. Cost: $7. For 
info, call 541-829-0070 or visit www.
DowntownDanceCorvallis.com.

gearing up for gardening. 
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library, 
645 NW Monroe Ave. Noon – 1 p.m. Topic: 
“Non-Stop Vegetables: Extending the Growing 
Season.” Varieties and techniques to extend 
the harvest season. Free. Bring lunch.

Toward a Terrapolitan Earth 
civilization: Seminar by Bron 
Taylor. Memorial Union, Rm. 208, 2501 SW 
Jefferson Way, Corvallis. 4 – 5 p.m. What are 
the causes and consequences of the current, 
accelerating, global trend toward biocultural 
simplification? What are the constitutive 
elements of ecologically and socially adaptive 
biocultural systems? Is it possible to envision 
a broad, global, social evolution unfolding in 
which people come to consider themselves kin 
to other organisms and share a planetary or 
“terrapolitan” identity that includes feelings 
of citizenship and loyalty to the eco-regions 
they inhabit and to the biosphere itself? What 
role might interdisciplinary environmental 
studies in general and the environmental arts 
and humanities in particular play in such 

Buy • Sell • TradeCheap Books priCeless Books

Corvallis
541-758-1121
121 NW 4th St.

Albany
541-926-2612

1425 Pacific Blvd.

Buy • sell
Trade

Corvallis
121 NW 4th St. • 541-758-1121

Albany
1425 Pacific Blvd. • 541-926-2612
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‘cool Tools!’ Exhibit. Benton 
County Museum, 1101 Main St., Philomath. 
Runs through 2014. The exhibit features 
tools of regional and national significance 
from the workshop, laboratory, farm, 
field, and home. Informational labels are 
available on touch-screen computers or your 
smartphone. Visitors see the surveying 
tools used by Oregon pioneer Joseph C. 
Avery to lay out the town of Marysville 
in 1851, a theodolite used to survey Lake 
Superior in 1869, and a chainsaw that 
might be the largest you’ve ever seen. 
For info, call 541-929-6230 or visit www.
bentoncountymuseum.org.

mark allison and lee kitzman: 
‘visions in Paint and clay.’ 
Benton County Museum, 1101 Main St., 
Philomath. Runs through Jan. 18. For 
info, call 541-929-6230 or visit www.
bentoncountymuseum.org.

‘Thoughts and longings’: 
renee zangara, renee 
couture, amanda Salov. 
The Arts Center, 700 SW Madison Ave., 

Corvallis. Runs through Jan. 18. The Arts 
Center concludes its 50th anniversary 
with installations by three women, coming 
full circle in a year that started with Julie 
Green’s installation of “The Last Supper 
– 500 Plates.” Renee Couture from Glide, 
Amanda Salov from Corvallis, and Renee 
Zangara from Portland share the Main 
Gallery. Each alters the space in her own 
personal way.

‘revelations in Paint and 
glass.’ Imagine Coffee, 5460 SW 
Philomath Blvd., Corvallis. Runs through 
Feb. 1. Hours are Monday to Friday, 6 
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Sunday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. An exhibit of 
paintings and mosaics of local artists.

Pastel Painting Exhibit: ‘Broken 
color.’ Springfield City Hall Gallery, 
255 N 5th St., Springfield. Runs through 
Jan. 31. Regular gallery hours: Monday 
and Tuesday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Wednesday 
and Thursday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.; 
Sundays, closed. Features Purely Pastel 

Artists from the lower Willamette Valley: 
Anna Horrigan, Gladys Bacon, Germaine 
Hammon, Joy Descoteaux, Marianne 
Post, and Kate McGee. For info, call Kate 
McGee at 541-232-2435 or visit www.
springfieldartscommission.org/cityhall_
gallery.html.

‘artifacts & Incidents.’ 
Fairbanks gallery at OSU, 220 SW 
26th St., Corvallis. Runs through Feb. 5. 
Hours are Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. An exhibit of photography by Nicole 
Jean Hill.

corvallis culinary Week. 
Participating restaurants, Corvallis. 
Runs Jan. 19 through Jan. 25. Top chefs 
show off their talents by offering chef’s 
specialty plates for $10. Paired with the 
perfect Benton County wine (not included 
in price), the meal becomes a feast for the 
senses. From Northwest to Asian fusion and 
Latin cuisine, there’s something for every 
taste. For reservations, call participating 
restaurants. For info, visit www.
CorvallisCulinaryWeek.com.

ongoing January Events

353 SW Madison Ave., Downtown Corvallis
(541) 753-2864

www.burstschocolates.com

A Tr
aditio

n of Making Chocolate By Hand 

...since 1938

Helping you find the home of your dreams for over 50 yrs.

www.tncrealty.com

Corvallis Office
455 NW Tyler Ave

541-757-1781

Albany Office
1117 Pacific Blvd SE

541-924-5616

Warm Wishes
Wishing you & your 
family a warm & 
wonderful holiday 
season! From all 
of us at Town & 
Country Realty

Helping you find the home of your dreams for over 50 yrs.

www.tncrealty.com

Corvallis Office
455 NW Tyler Ave

541-757-1781

Albany Office
1117 Pacific Blvd SE

541-924-5616

Warm Wishes
Wishing you & your 
family a warm & 
wonderful holiday 
season! From all 
of us at Town & 
Country Realty

Helping you find the home of your dreams for over 50 yrs.

www.tncrealty.com

Corvallis Office
455 NW Tyler Ave

541-757-1781

Albany Office
1117 Pacific Blvd SE

541-924-5616

Warm Wishes
Wishing you & your 
family a warm & 
wonderful holiday 
season! From all 
of us at Town & 
Country Realty

www.tncrealty.com

Corvallis Office
455 NW Tyler Ave

541-757-1781

Albany Office
1117 Pacific Blvd SE

541-924-5616

Helping families find their first home, as well as 
their next home since 1951.

www.tncrealty.com

Springis in the airSpringis in the air

Corvallis office
455 NW Tyler Ave

541-757-1781

albany office
321 1st Ave E, Suite 3-C

541-924-5616

www.tncrealty.com

Corvallis Office
455 NW Tyler Ave

541-757-1781

Albany Office
1117 Pacific Blvd SE

541-924-5616

Helping families find their first home, as well as 
their next home since 1951.

www.tncrealty.com

Springis in the airSpringis in the air

Helping you find the home of your 
dreams for over 60 years.

social evolution? This should help precipitate 
discussion over how academic institutions 
such as OSU might contribute to the health 
and resilience of the environmental and social 
systems to which we belong and upon which 
we depend.      
celtic Jam at Imagine Coffee Live Arts. 
5460 SW Philomath Blvd., Corvallis. 7:30 – 9 
p.m. 
Timba Tuesday at Impulse Bar & 
Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 7:30 
p.m. Join the Rumbanana Salsa Group every 
Tuesday night after Rumbanana’s classes 
at Impulse Bar and Grill. They’ll be playing 
the best Timba, with a hint of Reggaeton and 
Bachata. Under 21 allowed until 9 p.m. No 
cover.  

Wednesday 22
oSused Store’s afternoon Sale. 
644 SW 13th St., Corvallis. Noon – 3 p.m. 
The OSUsed Store opens for its first weekly 
afternoon public sale after being closed for two 
weeks. Items include furniture, computers and 
computer accessories, sporting goods, bicycles, 
household items, and more. For info, visit 
http://surplus.oregonstate.edu.

Stitch Night at Stash. 110 SW 3rd St., 
Corvallis. 5 – 8 p.m. Free social knitting and 
crocheting group; bring a project, get inspired. 
For info, visit www.stashlocal.com.

Forum – megaloads, Tar Sands, 
oil Exports, and oregon. Corvallis 
Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave. 7 p.m. 
Three speakers who have been involved in 
recent anti-megaload activism in Eastern 
Oregon will talk about what megaloads are 
and their relationship to fossil fuel exports and 

climate change.

John hunter – World Peace 
game, Film, and Q&a. Majestic 
Theatre, 115 SW 2nd St., Corvallis. 7 p.m. 
Award-winning education documentary 
featuring TED 2011 speaker, John Hunter:  
“World peace...and other fourth-grade 
achievements.” For over 30 years, Hunter, a 
public school teacher in Virginia, has been 
teaching his students the work of peace 
through a remarkable exercise that he created 
called the “World Peace Game.”

cadillac lunch at Cloud & Kelly’s 
Public House. 126 SW 1st St., Corvallis. 7 
p.m. 
corvallis Belly Dance guild 
Performance. Old World Deli, 341 SW 
2nd St., Corvallis. 8 p.m.

Wednesday acoustic live at 
Les Caves Bier & Kitchen. 308 SW 3rd St., 
Corvallis. 8 – 10 p.m. Great local bands. No 
cover. Fine food and beer.

Tango alpha Tango at Bombs 
Away Café. 2527 NW Monroe Ave., 
Corvallis. 9 p.m.

Thursday 23
vinyasa Flow yoga at Downtown 
Dance. 223 NW 2nd St., Corvallis. Noon – 
12:50 p.m. Cost: $7. For info, call 541-829-0070 
or visit www.DowntownDanceCorvallis.com.

Beer Tastings at First Alternative North. 
2855 NW Grant Ave., Corvallis. 4:30 – 6:30 
p.m.

changing the game with 

community rights. Westminster 
House, 101 NW 23rd St., Corvallis. 6 – 9 p.m. 
This three-hour mini Democracy School led by 
the Community Environmental Legal Defense 
Fund (CELDF.org) will provide a snapshot of 
how the corporate dominated, state-assisted 
structure operates today, what it looks like 
when we seek remedy for our communities, 
and what communities are doing to change 
the rules of the game to the benefit of the 
health, resiliency, and greater democracy for 
communities, people, family farmers, workers, 
neighborhoods, and nature.

2014 ava helen and linus 
Pauling memorial Peace 
lecture: ‘The Seeds of Peace 
Tomorrow are in the children 
of Today.’ Milam Auditorium, 2520 
SW Campus Way, Corvallis. 7 p.m. John 
Hunter, master teacher and creator of the 
World Peace Game, will share the subtle 
mechanics of his geo-political simulation, how 
it has for 35 years proved to be a successful 
interdisciplinary classroom tool, and why now 
his work has been hailed as a tool for peace by 
institutions ranging from the US Pentagon to 
the United Nations.

Funk Jam at Bombs Away Café. 2527 NW 
Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 8 p.m. 

Emmett Williams at Cloud & Kelly’s 
Public House. 126 SW 1st St., Corvallis. 9 p.m.

ladies’ Night Featuring DJ 
h-ram & Josh Soto at Impulse Bar 
and Grill. 1425 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. 
10 p.m.

Buckin’ Thursday Western Night 
at Jack Okole’s Bar & Grill. 140 NW 3rd St., 
Corvallis. 10 p.m.

Fades, Line-ups, 
ROTC Cuts & More!

$12 Daily 
$9 Tuesday Special

Located in the M.U. on campus
UniveRSiTy CUTS

BeST CUTS in 
CORvaLLiS!
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Jordan Belfort is a thief. 

Belfort was the co-founder of Stratton 
Oakmont, the brokerage house 
headquartered in 
Long Island that 
cold called, finagled, 
lied and “sold” their 
way to notorious 
heights in the 
late 80s and 90s. 
His hilarious and 
unbelievable antics 
are catalogued in 
the new film The 
Wolf of Wall Street, 
based on Belfort’s 
own book of the 
same title.

His schemes, including selling shares 
in non-existent companies  (“pump 
& dump”) and facilitating IPOs of 
companies he secretly owned, made him 
and his crew untold millions.  Well not 
untold, Martin Scorsese just made a three 
hour paean to the millions.

First the good; everything in the movie. 
From Scorsese’s crisp and surprisingly 
playful direction, to Terence Winter’s 
brilliant screenplay, to the cast, the 
movie is brilliant. At three hours, it flies 
by like Belfort’s sleek Lamborghini, only 
occasionally clipping parked cars along 
the way.

DiCaprio is a movie star in a classic 
sense. He’s the Henry Fonda of our time; 
boyish good looks, and a fieriness that can 
make him equally compelling as a good 
guy or bad. It makes him perfect for roles 
such as this. He’s captivating as Belfort, 
as he was playing Howard Hughes and J. 
Edgar Hoover in previous biopics.

The supporting cast, including Jonah 
Hill, Jon Bernthal, Rob Reiner, Kyle 
Chandler, Matthew McConaughey, 
Jean Dujardin, Spike Jonze and Joanna 
Lumley, is perfection. Scorsese and 
his immensely talented colleagues 
make amazing things happen, and that 
shouldn’t be news to anyone. 

Now the bad; Jordan Belfort is a thief! 

He spent 22 months in federal prison for 
his crimes, but the movie makes clear 

it was somewhat less than “hard time,” 
being more akin to the fabled country 
club white collar prisons that Office Space 
made us believe were not real.  

All in all, Belfort 
is believed to have 
stolen about $250 
million from various 
investors.  That 
of course doesn’t 
factor in millions 
thrown down the 
drain in court costs, 
investigation of his 
crimes and other 
fees that land on 

the taxpayer. And of course none of this 
factors in the damage he caused to our 
financial system, helping to shake the 
foundations it previously stood on.

So why after a three-hour movie shining 
a blistering light on his crimes, do 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Martin Scorsese 
prop up his public speaking business 
(which nets him upwards of $30,000 
per speech, but has yet to reimburse 
even a tenth of the amount he owes in 
reimbursement to his victims, a sum 
that itself is less than half of what he 
stole)?  They claim they only are telling 
the story, not glorifying it (after they got 
raked over the coals by one of Belfort’s 
real life partner’s daughters in an open 
letter published in LA Weekly). But 
Dicaprio appears in a real life infomercial 
for Belfort, extolling the values taught by 
Belfort in his speeches, and crowning him 
a true example of redemption.

It’s painfully evident to anyone with eyes, 
ears and an even moderately calibrated 
bull%#@! detector, that this is nonsense.

It’s a great movie, but Belfort profiting off 
it (he claims to have donated the actual 
payday, but his business will obviously 
soar from association with the popular 
film) is stomach turning.

Not enough to miss it, though.

The Wolf of Wall Street is playing at the 
Carmike 12 in Corvallis. 

review: The Wolf of Wall STreeT
by Ygal Kaufman

The Very Definition of a Must-See

Natalia & 
Cristoforo’s

Authentic Italian Meats & Cheeses

Wine Classes  •  Party Trays

351 NW Jackson St. #2 • Corvallis
541.752.1114

Alchemist Best Sandwich Shop Winner
Advocate Selection as a Hidden Foodie FinddIvErSITy cuTS 1108 NW van buren 

541-908-3272

your Socially conscious barber Shop...
$10 Tuesdays for Everyone
always $10 for seniors & high school students

“It’s the best damn cut in 
corvallis.” – J. Teraza, customer
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541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD

MONDAY MADNESS
½ off Tap Beverages

With the purchase of any pizza. Dine in only. 
With or without coupon!

20110350_0323_2x3_MonMad_db.indd   1 3/22/2011   11:18:43 AM

541-752-5151 • 1045 NW KINGS BLVD

MONDAY MADNESS
½ off Tap Beverages

With the purchase of any pizza. Dine in only. 
With or without coupon!

20110350_0323_2x3_MonMad_db.indd   1 3/22/2011   11:18:43 AM

541-752-5151
1045 NW KINGS BLVD

lET’S hIT PauSE For a momENT 
by Addie Maguire

The closing of Blockbuster in Corvallis, at the end of 
2013, marked the end of an era. Browsing through the 
aisles of videos is over. Not long ago, half the fun of movie 
night was going to the movie store, arguing between Die 
Hard and When Harry Met Sally, agreeing to watch both, 
and being happily tempted by Gobstoppers and popcorn 
at the checkout. This has been replaced by the ever-
modern Netflix. 

What did we lose with this digital revolution? We lost 
tangibility. Tangibility does not exist in Netflix-land. We 
lost an outing, to run into people and see new things. We 
lost a chance of rare discovery, to find a movie we would 
never watch because the clerk 
recommended it. 

Of course, there will be the 
occasional “vintage movie store” 
with the niche genres and old-
fashioned DVDs. But even these 
will be far and few between since 
there is a huge movement to put 
everything online, including every 
vintage cut of classic film. 

There is nothing wrong with 
Netflix or online media, but take 
a moment to realize what we are witnessing. Someday 
we will reminisce about those old-fashioned movie stores 
with cumbersome versions of film and entertainment.

BE kIND, DoN’T rEWIND 
By Ygal Kaufman

Let’s not hit the rewind button, back to the days of people 
wrestling each other in the aisles for the last copy of Die 
Hard 2 or the only copy of Emmanuelle in Space. 

The video store is dead, long live the video store… called 
the Internet.

Surely you’re sitting there thinking, “but don’t you miss 
the personalized journey of going to the store, discussing 
your choices with the pimple faced douchebag behind 
the counter, taking their advice about what movie to 
watch and then going through the whole pay and return 
process?”

No. 

I really, really don’t. 

And here’s the interesting distinction to make: I don’t 
think Netflix and Hulu killed the video store. Common 

knowledge dictates that 
streaming was the final nail in 
the coffin of the traditional video 
store, but I think the real killer is 
still at large. The Internet Movie 
Database, known as IMDb, is the 
real culprit.

The website lets you look up 
basically every single movie ever 
made, all cross-referenced with 
all the names in the cast and 
credits. Did you just discover 

Chow Yun Fat for the first time (noob…)? Go check out 
every movie he ever made at IMDb and find it online to 
watch somewhere, all in the comfort of your bathrobe and 
slippies.

Now factor in Netflix, Hulu, Amazon, the public library 
(in some places) and the literally million other ways to see 
movie and TV content both legally and illegally online, 
and I don’t even see the debate.

And don’t even get me started on how much I prefer the 
online “adult” section…
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Play in a Day
ten Minute

Plays

Write,
rehearse,
Perform

ten minute plays
within 24 hours

6 Playwrights
6 Directors

and
actors

sEEKiNG:

Performances
Jan 25 @ 7:30

register at:
www.majestic.org

An Open House 
Party to Remember...

Come and enjoy a complimentary cocktail and some  
delicious bites on the 5th and 6th floors of the Elements Building.  

See why Forks & Corks and the Vue are the  
perfect combo for all your events!

Thursday, January 23rd  I  5pm-7:30pm

517 SW 2nd St. Corvallis, OR  I  541-740-2340
Vuecorvallis.com  I  Forksandcorkscatering.com

An EvEnt vEnuE with a panoramic view.

our films Suck less. every night.

4th & Madison • Corvallis
darksidecinema.com • (541) 752-4161

ALL IS LOST–PG-13  After a collision with a shipping container at sea, a resourceful sailor  
finds himself, despite all efforts to the contrary, staring his mortality in the face. Robert Redford.

BROKEN CIRCLE BREAKDOWN–NR  The soundtrack is irresistible, the cast is enthralling and the  
passions are universal. Flemish and English. 

THE GREAT BEAUTY –NR Golden Globe Best Foreign Film of 2013. 

12 YEARS A SLAVE –R Golden Globe Best Picture of 2013.

Darkside Cinema Films for 1/17-1/23/2014 — Please call or log on for show times

DARKSIDE Cinema

Call to artists!


